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to forward that to all council members. It was regarding for-hire sales. It was focused primarily
on dolphin and king mackerel was my understanding. I’m not sure if wahoo was in there, as
well.
I read the resolution and it specifically referenced king mackerel and dolphin. I would just note
that there have never been for-hire sales of wahoo allowed since the inception of the fishery
management plan, but this is sort of a, I guess I will call it a bipartisan group of fishermen who
have been having conversations.
Chester and folks with the West Palm Beach Fishing Club have been involved in this, Ben has
been involved in this conversation, Jimmy Hull and other folks have been involved in this
conversation. If you read the e-mail, the gist of it was that this is a group of folks primarily from
Florida that would like to see fishermen who hold both their for-hire permits for these species, as
well as their commercial permits for these species be allowed to sell fish caught on for-hire trips.
I indicated to Bob that we would bring this up here. I did let him know that we were really pretty
pressed for time on this week’s meeting agenda. We thought that Dolphin Wahoo would be the
most appropriate committee to bring this up in. I just wanted to make sure that I did mention it.
I know there are probably lots of different thoughts around the table regarding reinstituting forhire sales. But I just wanted to note it, and I think that could be a topic for your lengthy
conversation for which we will allow you a significant portion of time. I think you had Jessica.
MS. McCAWLEY: Yes, I just had a couple points. One, Michelle, did you reach out to Bob to
make sure that he meant those three species and he didn’t mean snapper grouper species as well?
DR. DUVAL: I have not had the chance to connect with Bob. I meant to, and I was pulled in
multiple different directions. In reading the resolution, it wasn’t entirely clear to me, because
there were only dolphin and king mackerel that were specifically called out, and reading some of
the correspondence that came with it, some of the e-mails from different captains who indicated
that they were not interested in snapper grouper species, but specifically king mackerel and
dolphin. Perhaps Chester, who has been participating in some of those conversations, can
clarify.
MS. McCAWLEY: Chester is saying just king mackerel and dolphin. As you mentioned, I was
hoping that we could have further discussion about this at the next meeting where we’re going to
talk about the white paper more.
DR. DUVAL: That was one thing I did indicate to Bob was that I really felt this would be a
conversation that would need to continue at our next meeting in March, that I really doubted we
would have enough time to appropriately and thoroughly discuss it today.
MS. BECKWITH: Alright, so we’re up to three hours.
MR. BOWEN: Maybe between now and March we can figure out how to count them.
MS. BECKWITH: Is there any other business? All right seeing none; I adjourn.
(Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 3:20 o’clock p.m., December10, 2015.)
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