
SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

2015 LAW ENFORCEMENT OF THE YEAR AWARD

Nominee's Information:

Name: Amos Holt Williams

Position/Title: Enforcement Officer

Agency/Department: North Carolina Marine Patrol

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1965. Manteo, NC 27954

Phone: (252} 473-5734

E-mail: Amos.Williams(g),ncderir.gov

Nominator's Information:

Name: Odell Williams

Position/Title: Sergeant

Agency/Department: North Carolina Marine Patrol

Phone: (252} 473-5734

E-mail: OdelI.Williams@ncdenr.gov

Please use no more than one page to respond to the following three items (use Times New
Roman 12 pt font). Attach to this cover sheet and mail to:

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
c/o Myra Brouwer
4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201
North Charleston, SC 29405

Nominations may be also be submitted by fax (843-769-4520) or via electronic mail at
myra.brouwer@safmc.net



1. Describe the nominee's current responsibilities.

2. Describe the nominee's significant contribution(s) to fisheries enforcement.

3. Describe specific qualities that make the nominee deserving of this award.

I hereby affirm that the information submitted herein and supporting documentation related to
the nomination of this Nominee for this award is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.
I am aware that if any of the information provided is found to be inaccurate or untruthful, this
nomination shall be removed from consideration for this award.

Nominator's signature: Afc MV& ffXMAKMU Date: 04-01-2016



Nominee’s current responsibilities 

Officer Williams’ current responsibilities include: 

• Inspecting commercial and recreational vehicles, boats, and establishments engaged in 
the taking and possession of seafood while working the appropriate hours to cover the 
activities in assigned work area.  

• Take appropriate enforcement actions for marine fisheries laws within the officer’s 
jurisdiction according to policy. 

• Responding to calls for service in an efficient and timely manner. 

Nominee’s significant contributions to fisheries enforcement 

Officer William’s regularly makes contact the fishing public and enforces fishery laws.  This 
diligence in performance of his duties has led to several significant contributions to fishery 
enforcement efforts.   

On February 13, 2015 Officer Williams charged a commercial fishing operation with 5 violations 
of fishery rules, including selling seafood without a commercial fishing license and possession of 
illicit fish.  To make this case Officer Williams observed to port of landing for over 6 hours 
covertly and once the violations were discovered he spent another 7 hours seizing seafood, 
processing the violators, and beginning his follow-up investigation.  Because of this attention to 
detail another 12 charges were discovered and brought against the fisherman and seafood dealer.  
This resulted in over 300 pounds of Dolphin Fish, 100 pounds of Wahoo, and other assorted fish 
being seized totaling over 8700 pounds.  In addition to the catch seized and sold another 28 
pounds of Dolphin Fish and 100 pounds of Wahoo were found to have been sold illegally.  This 
case was brought before court which resulted in replacement costs of the illegally harvested fish, 
as well as criminal and civil penalties brought against the fisherman and seafood dealer. 

On May 24, 2015 Officer Williams inspected a recreational boat that had 6 times the legal limit 
of Blueline Tilefish.  Again this action resulted in criminal penalties levied against the fisherman. 

These cases show Officer Williams diligence in inspecting and enforcing fishery laws in both the 
recreational and commercial sectors. 

Nominee’s qualities 

Officer Williams is known for being around the fish house whenever a new regulation takes 
effect so help make the fishing public aware of it.  He is even known to call fishermen on the 
phone to keep them updated of current rules as well.   

As a veteran officer, Williams can be counted on to offer advice and help train new officers the 
Marine Patrol hires.  He continuously bring forth new and effective ideas to benefit the Marine 
Patrol as well as the citizens of North Carolina.  This has earned him the respect from his fellow 
officers and from the fishing industry.   

These qualities and his excellent work ethic show that Officer Williams is deserving of such a 
prestigious award.  
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