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Atlantic Highly Migratory Species

 Bluefin Tuna
 Bigeye, Albacore, Yellowfin, & Skipjack 

Tunas
 Sharks 

(not including spiny dogfish)
 Swordfish
 Blue & White Marlin, Sailfish, Roundscale & 

Longbill Spearfish
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HMS Recreational Permits
All HMS recreational permits are vessel-based, 
open access, and can be obtained online at the 
HMS Permit Shop website (hmspermits.noaa.gov)

HMS permits that authorize recreational fishing 
include:
 Atlantic HMS Angling
 Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat

 Also authorizes commercial retention of tunas and swordfish when 
combined with a Commercial Endorsement 

Commercial Open Access Permits
 Atlantic Tunas Harpoon
 Atlantic Tunas General
 Swordfish General Commercial
(Latter two authorize participation in HMS tournaments)

https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/
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Basis for HMS Recreational Reporting
HMS catch reporting supports ICCAT reporting and inseason
management of three recreational HMS quotas:
 Marlin 250-fish annual catch limit

 Total landings of blue and white marlin and roundscale spearfish

 Regional bluefin tuna Angling category trophy (>= 73” CFL) 
subquotas
 North (north of 39°18′ N. lat., Great Egg Inlet, NJ)
 South (south of 39°18′ N. lat. through east coast of FL)
 Gulf of Mexico

 Bluefin tuna Angling category school (27” to <47” CFL) and 
large school/small medium (47” to <73” CFL) subquotas
 LPS is primary data source with HMS catch reporting covering 

times and areas outside of LPS coverage



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 6

HMS Recreational Reporting Platforms
 HMS Angling & Charter/Headboat

 Bluefin tuna (landings and dead discards), 
swordfish, & billfishes (white & blue marlin, 
sailfish, and roundscale spearfish)

 Reports due within 24 hours of trip completion

 Reporting options currently include:
 Online via the HMS Permit Shop
 HMS Catch Reporting App
 Call in by phone
 SAFIS eTrips Mobile and Online

 Working with GARFO to incorporate HMS 
reporting into eVTR and have had conversations 
with Bluefin Data Inc about VESL
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HMS Recreational Reporting Platforms
 Billfish and swordfish caught in 

Florida state waters are also 
required by the state to be reported 
on the HMS webpage/app/phone

 Alternative HMS Catch Reporting
 Maryland and North Carolina permit 

holders: states require catch card 
reporting for recreational bluefin tuna, 
billfish, and swordfish (MD also 
requires sharks)

 HMS landed in registered HMS 
tournaments are reported by the 
tournament directors, not the individual 
anglers
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HMS Recreational Reporting Data Elements

 HMS catch reporting is based on landings and is not a 
complete trip report. Bluefin tuna, swordfish, & billfishes 
(white & blue marlin, sailfish, and roundscale spearfish) 
must be reported within 24 hrs of trip completion

 HMS Catch Reporting Data Elements
 Length & weight of each fish landed
 Were length & weight measured or estimated?
 Length & weight type (dressed; whole)
 Was the fish entered into an HMS tournament?
 Hook and fight time
 Fishing method and hook type
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Comments & Questions
Jackie Wilson, HMS Data Integration Lead
jackie.wilson@noaa.gov

Clifford Hutt, HMS Recreational Coordinator
cliff.hutt@noaa.gov

mailto:jackie.wilson@noaa.gov
mailto:cliff.hutt@noaa.gov

	Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Angler Reporting
	Atlantic Highly Migratory Species
	Atlantic Highly Migratory Species
	HMS Recreational Permits
	Basis for HMS Recreational Reporting
	HMS Recreational Reporting Platforms
	HMS Recreational Reporting Platforms
	HMS Recreational Reporting Data Elements
	Slide Number 9

