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2021 National Academies Study
• Focused on how well MRIP meets the management needs 

of fisheries with ACL’s

The report is available for 
download at www.nap.edu 

http://www.nap.edu/


Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP)
• Mainly a “general survey program” to 

monitor recreational landings for 
different fishing modes, fleets and 
fisheries

• Designed to provide recreational catch 
estimates at the annual and regional 
scales

• Not suitable for in-season management



Council Needs Are More Complex
• Council-specific management needs have 

stretched MRIP’s capabilities to provide 
accurate, precise data on a timely manner:
• Short recreational seasons

• Low catch/rare event species

• MSA established Regional Fishery Management Councils
• NMFS Regional Science Centers and Regional Offices fit into this framework
• National-level recreational fisheries data collection enterprise having to evolve as well



Major Considerations for Rec Data Programs

Precision

AdaptabilityTimeliness

Accuracy







SAFMC Snapper Grouper Amendment 46
• Considers establishing a private 

recreational permit and education 
requirement for the South Atlantic 
snapper grouper fishery

• Goal is to better identify the universe 
of anglers and improve estimates of 
catch and effort for the private rec 
sector

• SG Recreational Permitting and 
Reporting Technical Advisory Panel:
• NMFS-MRIP
• ACCSP
• SAFMC SSC
• State reps (NC, SC, GA, and FL)

https://safmc.net/workgroups/recreational-reporting-workgroup/ 

https://safmc.net/workgroups/recreational-reporting-workgroup/


South Atlantic MRIP Trips By Area Fished

EEZ 

Bays, Estuaries, Sounds  

State Oceanic Waters 

Top MRIP Species in the South Atlantic Region

• A specialized survey focused on Council-
managed species in Federal waters can 
provide more accurate, precise, and 
timely rec fisheries data



Trade-Off Comparison of Various Approaches



Florida’s State Reef Fish Survey (SRFS)
• Specialized survey developed in cooperation with 

NOAA Fisheries to supplement MRIP

• MRIP certification obtained in 2018 after completion 
of formal peer-review by a panel of NMFS’ statistical 
consultants

• Conforms to MRIP’s Data Standards

• SRFS-MRIP calibration peer-reviewed and approved 
for use in assessment and management of Florida-
centric species:
• Gulf Gag (SEDAR 72)
• Gulf Red Grouper (SEDAR 88)
• Southeastern US Mutton Snapper (SEDAR 79)
• Southeastern US Yellowtail Snapper (SEDAR 96)
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