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Working with the 
recreational fishery to 
deliver a large post-

release survival study 
using satellite tags on 
Southern Bluefin 

Tuna

Not your average 
recreational fishery…



WORKING TOGETHER TO BUILD KNOWLEDGE

Citizen science
+ scientific research 

and analysis 
+ clear communication 
= knowledge-building 



Nudge theory:

Proposes positive 

reinforcement and indirect 

suggestions as ways to 

influence the behaviour 

and decision making of 

groups or individuals

Regulation! Enforcement! Legislation!
…or education and a nudge?

Snowball effect:

A process that starts 

from an initial state of 

small significance and 

builds upon itself

Education:

Based on facts provided 

by science, plus

learning from the 

commercial sector



Tuna Champions is an initiative of the 
Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation 

in collaboration with the Institute for Marine and 
Antarctic Studies at the University of Tasmania. 

It is funded by the Australian Government 
through the Fisheries Research and 

Development Corporation.



Who can be a Tuna Champion? Everyone can!



A clear pathway

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY

…and a recognisable brand



www.tunachampions.com.au

An information hub and a pledge



Spreading the word...

TUNA CHAMPIONS IN PRINT



Building a switched-on community

TUNA CHAMPIONS ON SOCIAL MEDIA



TUNA CHAMPION AMBASSADORS

…to inspire and share what we’re learning



TUNA CHAMPION AMBASSADORS

…to inspire and share what we’re learning



TUNA CHAMPION AMBASSADORS

…to inspire and share what we’re learning

Life on the Line
is now streaming on 

Channel Nine 
Live & On Demand



TUNA CHAMPION AMBASSADORS

…to inspire and share what we’re learning

An episode of 
ifish

featuring 
Tuna Champions 
goes to air on 
29 December 
on Channel 10

Watch our 
Tuna Champion 

videos on 
YouTube



EVENTS, PRESENTATIONS & MEDIA

From the grassroots fishers…



THE TUNA CHAMPION MOVEMENT

…to the highest level of 
government



In support of the Tuna Champion program, 
all fished weighed in have to be gill-gutted 
for the month-long Hooked On Tuna 
competition for 2019…

Michael Cottee
Tourism and 

Events Manager, 
Glenelg Shire 

Council, Victoria

With the help of the Tuna Champion 
movement, competitions are moving 
from whole-fish weigh-ins to gill 
gutted. We’re seeing a real change in 
how people bring in the fish, 
including how much ice they take on 
their boat.”

John Johnstone, Owner, 
Portland Bait & Tackle





We’ll have Tuna Champions stickers on 
single hook lures throughout the store 
to encourage those entering the comp 
to use them.

Owners Alicia Bolitho 
and Shane Hodgens

Tackle World Port Lincoln 

Momentum is building…





Tuna Champions is an initiative of the Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation in collaboration with the Institute for Marine and Antarctic 
Studies at the University of Tasmania. It is funded by the Australian Government through the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation.

tunachampions

@bluefin38

Tuna Champions

sean.tracey@utas.edu.au


