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Advisory Panels

* (Citizen Science

* (Citizen Science Action Teams

* Coral

* Dolphin/Wahoo

e Golden Crab

e Habitat and Environmental Protection

e Qutreach and Communications

 Mackerel Cobia

e Law Enforcement

e Deepwater Shrimp

* Snapper Grouper

e Shrimp
* Spiny Lobster
 SEDAR Pool

e Shrimp Technical Review Panel

e Spiny Lobster Review Panel

e System Management Plan



https://safmc.net/download/CitSciPool.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/CitSciATeams.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/CoralAP_May2020.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/DolphinWahooAP_May2020.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/GoldenCrabAP.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/HabitatAP_May2020_2.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/InfoEdAP_May2020.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/MackCobiaAP_May2020.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/LEAP_2020.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/DeepwaterShrimp.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/SnapGrouperAP_May2020.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/ShrimpAP_May2020.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/SpinyLobsterAP_May2020.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/SEDARPool.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/ShrimpRP.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/SpinyLobsterReviewPanel.pdf
https://safmc.net/download/SMPWorkgroup.pdf

Countless Partners

MID-ATLANTIC/ e " FISHERIES
AL
REEN
_ GEORGIA
Environmental
Quality

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

COASTAL RESOURCES DIVISION

T
Seﬁr'a/nt Se ﬁ/

UNIVERSITY OF
a blan
North Carolina

GEORGIA Sm%ﬂlt UNIVERSITY af ﬂ
S.C. SEA GRANT CONSORTIUM Marine Extension and
Coastal Science Serving South Carolina

FishSmart

For the future of fishing

Florida
Georgia Sea Grant

FLORIDA HARBOR



Best Fishing Practices Webpage

https://safmc.net/best-fishing-practices/
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— = k Types New Regulations

B Red grouper with barotrauma recompressed with SeaQualizer descender devic... © >
Watch later ~ Share 2 best fishing practices are courtesy of FishSmart.

Plan Ahead: Avoidance: Appropriate Gear:
Expect to release fish on any given Develop the skills to target the size Use gear suited to the size of fish
trip and prepare the equipment and species you desire that you are trying to catch. Use
necessary to do so quickly, including circle hooks where recommended
any camera or phone you will be and be aware that fishing techniques

using to take pictures of your catch. are different from "J" style hooks.
T
UNIVERSITY



https://safmc.net/best-fishing-practices/

Best Practices Wallet Card

Distributed to:
e 60 tackle shops/marinas
* All four state agencies
* United States Coast Guard
* NOAA OLE

BEST
PRACTICES

Use appropriate Keep the fish Look for signs Use a descending

device
gear in the water of barotrauma when needed

For a complete list of best practices visit:
safmc.net/bfp

Best Fishing Practices Begin With You

When targeting snapper grouper species in the South Atlantic:

bl Have a descending device on board and readily available
for use (attached to at least 16 ounces of weight and at least
60 feet of line) as required in federal waters off the coasts

of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and East Florida.

Use appropriate

When fishing with natural baits in federal waters, non-offset,
non-stainless steel circle hooks north of 28°N latitude and
non-stainless steel hooks south of 28°N latitude are required.

Additional details regarding best fishing practices and
descending device requirements available at: safmc.net/bfp
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salvwater recreational license
or faderal permit when required.

. TARGET OPEN SPECIES ﬁ HOLD FISH HORIZONTALLY . USE A DESCENDING DEVICE
Report possible violators of
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. RELEASE FISH QUICKLY Always pinch tail for total length species. (800) 853-1964

* Check regulations for species me 1ent requi

MINIMIZE HANDLING . LOOK FOR BAROTRAUMA
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device
gear in the water of barotrauma when needed

For a complete list of best practices visit

safmc.net/bfp
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South Carolina Department of Natural Resources @
July 16 - Q

Tomorrow, July 17, brings another opportunity for anglers to harvest red
snapper in South Atlantic waters (one fish bag limit).

If you fish offshore for snapper or grouper species, a new federal
requirement means that you need to use non-offset circle hooks and
have a descending device on board to help these fish survive catch and
release.

WATCH this easy DIY descending device how-to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cdxj-wLK2w&feature=youtu.be

YOUTUBE.COM
How to Rig Your Own Descending Device
Beginning July 15, 2020, all vessels fishing for or possessing snapper a...

Keep Florida Fishing
July29-Q

Best Fishing Practices
Releasing Deep Water Species

Sluggish swimming
Bulging Eyes
Stomach protruding from the mouth
Bloated mid-section

Bubbling scales
wvw.safme.net/bfp

Best Fishing Practices
Releasing Deep Water Species

Return to Depth

When using a descending device to release a fish showing signs

of barotrauma, return the fish to the depth at which
It was caught.

If catching fish at very deep depths, return the fish as deep
as possible to improve survival

wvw.safme.net/bfp

Best Fishing Practices
Releasing Deep Water Species

Recompression

1t fish shows signs of barotrauma, return It to depth to
recompress the gases in the fish's body. Te return a fish to
depth, use a descending device. There are a variety of

descending devices available to purchase, o you can make your
own. Make sure the descending device is attached to at least 16

‘ounces of weight and at least 60 ft of line.

www.safme.net/bfp

Best Fishing Practices
Releasing Deep Water Species

Use established guidelines when choosing to vent fish
Learn more here: http://catchandrelease.org/.

Note: the fish's stomach may protrude from its mouth. Do NOT

puncture the stomach.

www.safme.net/bfp

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council

July29-Q

When releasing deep water species, consider the best fishing practices
illustrated here. These best fishing practices were developed by FishSmart, a
program fostered by the sport fishing community, with the cooperation of state
and local government fisheries agencies. FishSmart takes a science-based
approach to improving the survival of released fish,

Learn more about best fishing practices: https://safmc.net/best-fishing-

practices/

South Carolina Department of Natural Resources MyFWC Florida Fish and
Wildlife NC Dept of Environmental Quality Coastal Resources Division - Georgia

DNR NOAA Fisheries Service

Mustad Fishing
6d-Q

Did you know, the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council has
updated their recommendations for releasing fish, including new gear
requirements for anglers targeting and possessing snapper and grouper
species in federal waters of the South Atlantic? Visit the link below for
more info, and always check your local regulations before heading out.

Stock up on new circle hooks that meet the regulations at mustad-
fishing.com.

https://safmc.net/best-fishing-practices

O You and 22 others 1 Comment 4 Shares

Sport Fishing Magazine @
July15-Q

New rules in the snapper/grouper fishery in the South Atlantic go into
effect today. This Friday signals the final day in this year's Atlantic red
snapper season. Be prepared.
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safmc.net/bfp

SAFMC.NET
Best Fishing Practices
Since we are all invested in the future of fisheries in the South Atlantic,...

Facebook Push

2-3 Facebook posts/week in July

Many posts from other accounts




BFP in the News
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Atlantic Red Snapper Season Kicks Off

Florida Sportsman Editor
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Ad closed by criteol DMF Asks for Red Snapper Carcasses
by Staff Report

The state Division of Marine Fisheries is readying for the 2020 red snapper season and asking
recreational fishers to donate red snapper carcasses.

Additionally, there are new gear requirements for the snapper-grouper fishery that will go into
effect shortly after the red snapper season opens.

Recreational season will be open July 10 to July 12 and July 17. The commercial red snapper

Wh t d t k season will open July 13 with a 75-pound gutted weight trip limit and will close Dec. 31 or when
a yo“ nee o now the commercial quota is met, whichever comes first.

before snapper mini The DMF will collect red snapper carcasses from

recreational fishermen during the red snapper

season opens Friday season. Those who donate will receive a citation, or

certificate, from the N.C. Saltwater Fishing

Here's how you can legally fish for red snapper TERBEE

th iS year Division biologists will measure the fish, determine Red snapper. Image: DMF Beginning July 15,2020, anglers targeting snapper or grouper species will be required to
the sex and remove the ear bones to determine the have a descending device on board and readily available for use. Additionally, the new rule

Descending devices (two varieties of which are shown at center) will soon become a
required part of snapper-grouper anglers' tackle boxes. (Photo: E. Weeks/SCDNR)

CHARLESTON COUNTY, S.C. — To encourage best fishing practices and improve fish
survival, NOAA Fisheries recently announced new gear requirements that will apply to
offshore anglers from North Carolina through the Florida East Coast.
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BFP in the News: Live Shows SON

* Kelly Kelly Show
* Fly Navarro No BS Tour

e Fox 24 Charleston



Next Steps

* Foster relationships with tackle
shops/marinas

* Foster relationships with manufacturers
* Distribute wallet cards where needed

* Seek opportunities with podcasts,
magazines, agencies, radio shows, etc.

e Speak at club meetings and other
outreach events




Discussion Questions

* Are the Council’s Best Fishing Practices efforts, as well as efforts
underway by other agencies, reaching fishermen?

* Are you seeing an increase in the use of descending devices in
your area?

* Are you seeing a difference in the availability of descending
devices at tackle shops in your area?

* Is there any confusion among fishermen regarding the new
descending device requirements?



