
	 1	

 
The Results are in!  

MyFishCount 2017 Red Snapper Mini-Season  
Overall Report	

	
Thank	you	to	all	who	reported	through	MyFishCount	during	the	2017	red	snapper	mini-season.		
Overall	a	total	of	360	anglers	created	MyFishCount	member	profiles	and	341	trips	(completed	
and	abandoned)	were	reported.		The	figures	below	summarize	the	preliminary	information	
collected	during	the	2017	red	snapper	mini-season	based	on	MyFishCount	reports.	
	
Weather	played	a	significant	role	during	the	2017	red	snapper	mini-season.		For	weekends	two	
and	three,	less	than	2%	of	trips	were	reported	as	completed	and	most	were	abandoned	(trips	
reported	where	anglers	intended	to	fish	but	could	not)	as	a	result	of	poor	weather	conditions.			
Data	from	MyFishCount	were	considered	in	the	fishery	reopening	for	an	additional	weekend.		
Although	few	anglers	were	able	to	fish	during	the	December	weekend,	an	additional	weekend	
in	2017	will	not	be	possible	due	to	the	upcoming	holidays	and	the	time	needed	to	document	
catches	and	process	a	regulatory	notice	to	reopen	through	the	rulemaking	process.			
	
The	South	Atlantic	Fishery	Management	Council	sent	Amendment	43,	which	recommends	
revising	the	process	for	opening	the	red	snapper	fishery	to	allow	for	mini-seasons	beginning	in	
2018,	to	the	National	Marine	Fisheries	Service	(NMFS).		If	Amendment	43	is	approved	by	
NMFS/Secretary	of	Commerce,	the	2018	red	snapper	season	will	open	the	2nd	Friday	in	July	
(July	13th)	based	on	previous	regulations.		We	are	hoping	for	better	weather	in	July.	
	
The	MyFishCount	pilot	reporting	platform	will	close	at	the	end	of	this	week	to	the	public	in	
order	to	be	improved,	based	on	user	feedback,	and	modified	into	a	mobile	app	to	improve	ease	
of	reporting.		It	will	also	allow	the	reporting	of	other	species.		The	pilot	app	will	be	available	for	
use	in	2018.	
	
Thank	you	again	to	all	those	who	reported	through	MyFishCount.		If	you	would	like	to	become	
involved	in	the	piloting	of	the	app	in	2018	or	provide	feedback	on	the	2017	red	snapper	mini-
season	MyFishCount	reporting	platform,	please	contact	Kelsey	Dick	(Kelsey.dick@safmc.net)	or	
Chip	Collier	(chip.collier@safmc.net).		Thank	you	all	for	your	time	and	support.	
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The	figures	below	are	summarized	data	from	all	weekends	of	the	2017	red	snapper	mini-season	
with	information	through	December	15,	2017.		
	
	
	

Overall	Completed	and	Abandoned	Trips	
	
	

Trip	Status	
Number	of	

Trips	 Percent	
Abandoned	 283	 83%	
Completed	 58	 17%	

	   
Table	1.		The	number	and	percent	of	trips	that	
were	reported	as	completed	and	abandoned	
through	MyFishCount	through	Dec.	15,	2017.	

	
	
	

	
Red	Snapper	Kept	and	Released	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		
	
	

Figure	1.		Percent	of	red	snapper	kept	and	released	by	size	categories	
reported	through	MyFishCount.		Most	anglers	released	fish	under	20	inches	
and	kept	fish	greater	than	30	inches.		
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Figure	2.		Percent	of	red	snapper	kept	and	released	by	size	categories	and	reason	for	release	
reported	through	MyFishCount.		As	seen	in	the	graph	above,	around	20	inches	anglers	decided	
to	keep	or	release	red	snapper.		This	trend	might	be	attributed	to	a	20	inch	size	limit	
established	in	1992,	but	removed	in	2012.		Additionally,	length	of	discards	is	not	captured	by	
current	monitoring	programs	and	could	be	extremely	valuable	to	fishery	managers.	
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Red	Snapper	Release	Treatment		

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Figure	3.		Release	treatments	of	red	snapper	
reported	through	MyFishCount.		Almost	half	of	
the	anglers	who	reported	release	treatment	of	
fish	through	MyFishCount	used	descending	
devices	to	release	red	snapper.		

Figure	4.		Release	treatment	of	red	snapper	based	on	
depth.		Most	anglers	who	released	fish	in	100	feet	or	
more	of	water	indicated	they	descended	or	vented	fish.		
This	could	be	attributed	to	the	fact	that	fish	are	more	
likely	to	experience	and	exhibit	symptoms	of	
barotrauma	when	reeled	up	from	depths	greater	than	
90	feet.		
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MyFishCount	Red	Snapper	Lengths	and	Weights	Compared	to	SEDAR	41	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

Figure	5.		Red	snapper	lengths	and	weights	reported	through	MyFishCount	compared	
to	red	snapper	length	and	weights	from	SEDAR	41.		The	line	in	this	figure	represents	
the	length	and	weights	for	red	snapper	from	SEDAR	41	(the	last	stock	assessment	
completed	for	red	snapper	in	2017).		Each	point	represents	a	length	and	weight	for	
red	snapper	reported	by	an	angler.		The	SEDAR	41	lines	falls	between	the	points	
reported	by	anglers,	indicating	the	lengths	and	weights	reported	by	anglers	are	
similar	to	the	lengths	and	weights	from	SEDAR	41.	
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Figure	6.		Percent	of	red	snapper	(kept	and	released)	from	federal	waters	with	location	of	
capture	reported	through	MyFishCount	during	the	2017	red	snapper	mini-season.		These	
percentages	add	to	a	total	of	87%	and	not	100%	because	some	fish	were	landed	in	state	waters	
or	reported	by	anglers	on	land.		
	
	


