
South Atlantic Council Meeting 
Key West, Florida Southeast 

Regional 
Office 

June 2015 



•  SEDAR-24 (2010) determines stock is Overfished, 
Undergoing Overfishing 

•  Amendment 17a (2010) closes fishery in 2011 
•  Amendment 28 (2012) established:  

(1) a process to determine if a red snapper fishing season 
will occur each year, which would include specification of the 
allowable harvest and season lengths for the commercial 
and recreational sectors;  
(2) an equation to determine the annual catch limit (ACL) 
amount for each sector; and  
(3) management measures if fishing is allowed. 

 



Amendment 28 specified the following formulas for 
calculating the ACL for red snapper each fishing year:  
 
 
 
where ABC equals the acceptable biological catch in 2013 
(ABCyr-2) or 2014 (ABCyr-1) and estCSR equals the 
estimated closed season removals in 2013 (estCSRyr-2) or 
2014 (estCSRyr-1). 
 

If total removals yr-1 > ABCyr-1, then ACLyr = 0 
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Commercial landings from FL, GA, SC, NC 
Commercial discards from delta-lognormal model 
expansion of commercial discard logbook self-reported 
discards 
Headboat landings and discards from self-reported 
logbooks with some auditing by biological samplers and 
at-sea observers 
Recreational charter and private boat landings and 
discards from back-converted (MRIPàMRFSS) 
estimates and special state-specific surveys by NCDMF, 
SCDNR, GADNR, and FWC. 
 



Table 1. Summary 
of MRIP (converted 
to MRFSS 
equivalent) and 
state survey 
estimates of red 
snapper landings 
and discards from 
2014 from the 
charter and private 
boat sectors. Cells 
highlighted in yellow 
were selected for 
estimating the final 
landings and 
discards in Table 2.  

Source: SEFSC (2015). Total removals of red snapper (Lutjanus campechanus) in 2014 from the U.S. South Atlantic. Miami, FL. 11 pp. 



Variable	
   Number of Fish (2014)	
  
ABC	
   106,000	
  
Commercial Landings	
   10,827	
  
Commercial Dead Discards	
   14,000	
  
Recreational Headboat Landings	
   2,952	
  
Recreational Headboat Dead Discards	
   19,111	
  
Recreational Charter Landings	
   2,749	
  
Recreational Charter Dead Discards	
   17,870	
  
Recreational Private Landings	
   25,982	
  
Recreational Private Dead Discards	
   112,369	
  
Total Removals	
   205,859	
  

2014 ABC = 106,000 fish 

2014 Total Removals = 205,859 fish 
2015 ACL = 0 fish 



No season in 2015 

SEDAR-41 stock assessment anticipated April 2016 

NMFS will monitor 2015 removals and apply 
Amendment 28 formula to determine 2016 ACL. 
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