
Gulf Council Outreach Updates 

May 2026: South Atlantic OC AP  



Highlights

Anonymous Voice Mail Public Comment

Management Areas and Boundaries on 
Commercially Available Mapping Tools



Anonymous Voicemail Public Comment

Provide a platform for public comment that:

• allows commentors to remain anonymous;

• allows commentors to provide comment without having to write 
or submit electronically.  

December 2024 

O&E Technical 
Committee 

recommended 
piloting the 

program

January 2025

Gulf Council 
approves pilot

June 2025

Launched

January 2026 
Made 

permanent



Anonymous Voicemail Public Comment

O&E / Council Concerns Prior to Launch:
• Written comment is overlooked and that 

voicemails would suffer the same problem. 

• Staff time necessary to operationalize.

• Comments would be low-value.

• Lack of background information on 
commentors would remove context.

• People would take advantage of the platform 
because of the anonymity. 



Pilot Details

Cost: $58/month

Nearly automated/real-time updates

79 Comments Received (so far)

• Comments are relevant.

• Anonymity does allow for commentors to 
discuss issues they may otherwise not talk 
about on record. 

• Not all comments are controversial.

• Staff commitment is low.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dD9bnb_lKHAcnVfnedhxqe30jXz_1-8o/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109391561704262291765&rtpof=true&sd=true


Management Areas and Boundaries 

on Mapping Tools

Marine 
Positioning and 
mapping units

NOAA 
Cartography

NOAA Fisheries 
GIS Portal

Codified 
Federal 
Regulations

Fish Rules

Council Mapping Tool

(Under Development)



Management Areas and Boundaries 

on Mapping Tools

Marine 
Positioning and 
mapping units

Codified Federal Regulations REST API

Council 
Mapping Tool & 
Fish Rules

Ideal Scenario:

February 2026: Gulf Council Letter to SERO encouraging NOAA Fisheries to dedicate effort and 

resources toward the development of a system for providing marine regulatory areas, boundaries, and 

associated regulations to companies that produce marine charts, mapping applications, and electronic 

navigation units. 



Management Areas and Boundaries 

on Mapping Tools
In the meantime,…

• Gulf Council develop, beta test, and launch a web tool displaying boundaries, 

areas, and associated regulations.

• Determining best way to share areas for download and addition to personal 

devices

• No great way to share areas

• Points and tracks

• Gulf-wide file would be too large 

• Each brand and generation of device has unique file needs and unique 

process for adding 

• HUGE outreach burden
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