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Citizen Science Program Activities

New additions to CitSci Team Project Updates

Kate Chatman
CitSci Project Assistant

Taylor Mickey 
SAFMC CitSci / SCDNR Intern

Thank you for helping 
spread the word!



FISHstory
PC: Paul Nelson, Tom Twyford, Rusty Hudson, and West Palm Beach Fishing Club



FISHstory Validation Team

23 active team members

State Agency 
28%

Federal & 
Regional 

Agency 17%

Academic & 
NGO 11%

Retired Agency 
22%

Fishermen 
22%

Review subset of photos 
classified by Zooniverse 

volunteers



FISHstory Validation Team

Validation Team verified 
400+ photos

Validation Team being 
used to calibrate 

Zooniverse volunteer data

PC: Rusty Hudson





Updates
Participants recording released shallow water 
grouper and Red Snapper in SciFish app

Continued outreach, including collaboration with 
Best Fishing Practices initiative

2026 Participant Recognition Program & Sea 
Grant South Atlantic Release Rodeo

2025 SAFMC Release Data Summary



SAFMC Release
2025 Annual Data Summary

safmc.net/documents/release-2025-data-summary-final/



SAFMC Release
Participant Recognition Program (PRP)

The PRP aims to thank SAFMC Release participants 
for their contributions to the project and recognize 

them for their achievements.



SAFMC Release
Participant Recognition Program (PRP)

Thank you for your guidance!



SAFMC Release
Participant Recognition Program (PRP)

2026 Milestones

Referral
Quantity of 
Submissions

Species 
Diversity

Smallest & 
Largest

Photo 
Highlights



Sea Grant South Atlantic 
Release Rodeo

Sea Grant wants best fishing 
practices gear in fishermen’s hands

SAFMC Release wants more entries 
that can be used for validation

May - July 4 entries/month 8 entries/month if 
include ruler

2 names drawn 
by Sea Grant/ 

month!

Rodeo Structure



Sea Grant South Atlantic 
Release Rodeo

We could use your help in spreading 
the word!

If helpful, we have flyers printed for 
you to take.

Also available on Release Rodeo 
webpage.

https://gulfseagrant.org/reef-fish-
extension/safmc-release-rodeo/



Keep up with projects 
& the Program!

Julia Byrd
CitSci Program Manager

julia.byrd@safmc.net

Meg Withers
CitSci Project Coordinator

meg.withers@safmc.netsafmc.net/citizen-science-program/

mailto:Julia.byrd@safmc.net
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