






































Cory Carter 

602 S.W. Pine Tree Lane 

Palm City, Florida  34990 

 

 

Director 

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 

1305 East-West Highway 

11th Floor 

Silver Spring, MD  20910 

 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

I am writing to endorse the creation of the Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary. 

I am a native Floridian, and resident of Martin County for many years, who believes we must be good 

stewards of our environment.  

  

The impact of the proposed Atlantic seismic exploration for offshore oil and gas drilling will negatively 

impact all marine wildlife, including Right whales, sea turtles, and other endangered and migrating sea 

creatures.   Underwater seismic waves carry for thousands of miles -- and emit deafeningly loud blasts of 

noise, seriously hurting marine animals that depend on their hearing for survival.  Loss of marine 

productivity is already a concern in our seas.  Tourism, fishing, both commercial and recreational, along 

Florida’s east coast, would be negatively impacted by the results of seismic testing. 

 

Any support you can provide towards the creation of the Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 

will be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cory Carter 

 



 

 

 
Sent via email  

 
August 26, 2014 
 
Dan Basta, Director of the Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries 
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program 
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
dan.basta@noaa.gov; sanctuaries@noaa.gov  
 
Billy D. Causey, Regional Director 
Southeast Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico and 
Caribbean Region 
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
33 East Quay Road 
Key West, Florida 33040 
Billy.Causey@noaa.gov   

Dr. Kathryn Sullivan, Administrator 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration  
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW, Rm 5128 
Washington, DC 20230 
 

 
Re: The Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 
 
Dear Director Basta,  
 
I am writing in support of the request of Friends of Matanzas, Inc. to establish a National Marine 
Sanctuary off the coast of St. Augustine, Florida, called The Eubalaena Oculina National Marine 
Sanctuary. This designation is much needed to acknowledge and protect the region’s biological 
and archaeological resources. A particularly critical aim is to provide consolidated management 
for the endangered North Atlantic right whale (Eubalaena glacialis). The waters off northeastern 
Florida are the some of the only known calving grounds used by the whales, and the expertise 
and oversight of the National Marine Sanctuary Program could offer additional conservation 
benefits.  
 
The mission of the National Marine Sanctuaries Program is to conserve, protect, and enhance the 
biodiversity, ecological integrity, and cultural legacy of our nation’s system of marine protected 
areas. The Secretary of the Department of Commerce is authorized to designate discrete areas of 
the marine environment as national marine sanctuaries to promote comprehensive management 
of their special conservation, recreational, ecological, historical, research, educational, or 
aesthetic resources. Designation of this area would surely be consistent with the mission of the 
National Marine Sanctuaries Program. For example, the area includes numerous submerged 
historic shipwrecks, the vital Crescent Beach submarine spring, and the Matanzas Inlet – the last 
undredged, unjettied inlet on Florida’s Atlantic coast. Several studies of the area’s ecology and 
biodiversity are ongoing, and designation of a sanctuary would also result in great conservation 
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benefits to breeding and nesting sea turtles and shorebirds, a variety of marine mammals, and 
especially to the nesting colony of least terns (Sternula antillarum) at the southern end of 
Anastasia Island, the largest such colony on Florida’s Atlantic coast..  
 
Almost all North Atlantic right whale calves are born in or spend a portion of their first few 
months of life nursing in waters about 20 to 25 miles off shore Florida, along a 90-mile stretch 
off the coast from Matanzas Inlet in northeastern Florida to St. Simon Island, Georgia. Sanctuary 
management of this area could help address ship strikes and entanglement in commercial fishing 
gear, and lead to additional research on habitat features critical to right whale calving and 
nursing and monitoring of calf production and early survival. Because sanctuaries can serve as 
secure habitat for species close to extinction – like the North Atlantic right whale – I encourage 
you to consider designating this area as a sanctuary. Bottlenose dolphins, humpback whales, and 
manatees could also benefit from this designation.  
 
Furthermore, sanctuary designation and management could provide assistance on research and 
monitoring through (1) carcass detection, retrieval, and necropsies in the calving area; (2) 
tagging studies to better define behavior, habitat use, and movement patterns; (3) collection and 
analysis of tissue samples for genetic and biochemical studies; (4) aerial surveys to detect calves, 
monitor their condition, growth, and survival, and track changes in whale distribution; (5) 
monitoring compliance with regulations; and (6) identifying patterns in recreational boating and 
other vessel traffic. This research and monitoring will facilitate better management of this 
important marine resource and aid the Department of Commerce in achieving important 
Endangered Species Act recovery goals for the North Atlantic right whale, and potentially other 
imperiled species. 
 
On behalf of the Center for Biological Diversity and its members, I fully support the creation of a 
National Marine Sanctuary off the northeast coast of Florida to conserve and promote the 
recovery of North Atlantic right whales. Thank you for your consideration of this very important 
designation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jaclyn Lopez 
Florida Attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity 



 

    56-A San Marco Avenue, St. Augustine, FL 32084 PH: 904 460 2248 

                                                                                                                                                 

September 1, 2014 

Director 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway 
11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
RE: Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

I'm writing to express my full support of the proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary. I 
only recently became aware of the effort, but I must say I was thrilled to hear about it.  

I have owned a professional photography business in St. Augustine for 24 years, and just last year 
opened a retail store/gallery in downtown St. Augustine featuring imported furniture, décor, and my 
photography.  

More and more, we're learning that visitors to Florida are more interested in history, culture, and 
pristine natural surroundings rather than the next Disney-like tourist attraction. I can't tell you how 
often I hear tourists remark on the unspoiled beauty of our corner of northeast Florida, and that 
observation is nearly always based on our coastal environment. Healthy waterways, beaches and 
oceans are critical to keeping this economic engine running. 

A National Marine Sanctuary would be a wonderful tool to help us preserve and also promote our rich 
maritime history, cultural resources, and most of all, the incredible marine ecosystems of northeast 
Florida and its adjacent ocean waters.  

I hope you'll do what you can to lead us in the effort to create a National Marine Sanctuary we can call 
our own. As a business owner and lifelong resident of the state of Florida, I know it's the right thing to 
do.   

Sincerely, 

 
Walter Coker 
 
Coastal Traders 
Coker Photographics 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Mr. Daniel Basta, Director 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries  
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor  
Silver Spring, MD 20910      1 September 2014 
 
Dear Dan: 
  
Having conducted research in marine protected areas for many years – from the Oculina Banks on the 
east coast to the Madison Swanson and Steamboat Lumps Marine Reserves, the Tortugas, and Pulley 
Ridge in the Gulf--  and as a member of the selection committee for the Guana Tolomato Matanzas 
National Estuarine Research Reserve site, I fully embrace the proposal from The Friends of Matanzas to 
form The Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary.   
 
One of many advantages that this site has is that scientific research –the best available science -- 
demonstrates the critical value of the proposed sanctuary site to species ranging from whales to corals.  It 
serves as calving grounds for the endangered North Atlantic right whale; as nesting habitat for the 
endangered leatherback, Kemp’s ridley, and Atlantic green sea turtles, and the threatened loggerhead sea 
turtle; as spawning grounds for economically important fish species that are highly susceptible to 
overfishing; and as a primary site of deep-water Oculina varicosa habitat threatened by trawling.   
 
In a time when NOAA strives to engage citizens in supporting its goal to restore the health and resiliency 
of marine systems, establishing this National Marine Sanctuary within the Southeastern U.S. Continental 
Shelf Large Marine Ecosystem clearly would help push this initiative forward. It will inspire local citizens 
to engage in the protection of the relatively undeveloped Matanzas River Basin and in the restoration of 
water quality and habitat (e.g., salt marsh and oyster reef) throughout the east coast of Florida, including 
the heavily eutrophied waters of the St. Johns River System. The potential to improve the capacity of this 
ecosystem to provide essential ecosystem services to the region is considerable.  
 
I support this nomination with enthusiasm and without reservation.   
 
Do let me know if I can be of any assistance. 
 
 With all best wishes, 
 

                                                                                                      
 
 Felicia C. Coleman, Ph. D. 
 Director 

 

The Florida State University 
Coastal and Marine Laboratory 
3618 Coastal Highway  St. Teresa, FL  32358-2702 
Telephone: (850) 697-4120  Fax:  (850) 697.3822 
website:  http://www.marinelab.fsu.edu  
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September 3, 2014 
 
Director 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries  
1305 East-West Highway 11th Floor  
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Re: Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 

Dear Director; 

On behalf of the Florida Wildlife Federation and our 60,000 supporters and members, I submit 
this letter strongly endorsing the nomination of the proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine 
Sanctuary. The National Marine Sanctuaries Act protects nationally significant places and 
especially addresses the need for long-term protection of marine ecosystems and cultural 
resources. A national marine sanctuary designation would maintain and enhance the valuable 
marine habitat that includes the critically endangered population of the North Atlantic right 
whale, preserve and underline the significance of important fisheries habitat including the 
Oculina reef, the Matanzas River Basin, and the Indian River Lagoon Basin, and insure that 
significant maritime archeological material is managed and protected.   

By identifying the nominated area to the public as one of enormous national significance worthy 
of conservation, a designation would provide the opportunity to establish a baseline for this 
biologically vital area and afford monitoring for potential changes due to activities such as 
fisheries management, acoustic variables, climate change, and ocean acidification.  

While local and state agencies may have overlapping regulations or other management 
authorities aimed at protecting specific marine resources, no other federal agency is directly 
mandated to comprehensively conserve and manage special areas of the marine environment like 
the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.  

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of the nomination. The Florida Wildlife Federation 
strongly supports the proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Manley K Fuller, III, President  



      29 August 2014 

      566 Ponoka St 

      Sebastian, Fl  32958 

Mr. Daniel Basta 

Director, NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 

1305 East West Highway, N/NMS 

Silver Spring, Md  20910 

 

Dear Mr. Basta, 

 I have been made privy to a proposed sanctuary nomination submittal for an area from Jacksonville to 
Fort Pierce Florida.  I believe the application has merit, and I strongly support, and recommend, its 
selection for consideration.  I believe the habitat protection for endangered species, as well as 
archeological site protection in the designation merits very strong consideration of the application.  
The fact it will encompass and join areas already managed as a Marine Protected Area (SAFMC North 
Florida MPA), an extant Sanctuary (Gray’s Reef), and a Habitat of Particular Concern (Oculina Bank) 
(and continuation to the north and south of that mapped, but currently unprotected, unique deep 
water coral habitat) is also an important consideration.  

The need for designation in part is strongly justified by the need for the expansion of Right whale 
calving habitat.  The species though endangered, and thought to be unrecoverable by some, is of 
extreme importance and has shown a recent uptick in recruitment; perhaps resultant from the 
measures put in place by the take reduction team and wide mariner whale notice publicity on NOAA 
nautical weather radio.  It would be shameful to squander potential gains by not closing the loop on 
important habitat protection, perhaps dooming those very animals saved by other actions. 

A concern I have, which has been addressed to the applicants (and I am assured they understand), is 
the need for a complete, and specific, explanation of a strong NEED and PURPOSE.  The benefits to 
habitat, endangered species, and archeological sites afforded and derived by sanctuary designation 
must be addressed in detail with citations.  As well, specifics with regard to regulation of activities 
within the sanctuary must be spelled out in detail, with the intent to allay protests from groups already 
engaged in some form of management within the area.  Assured all will be done, I believe this 
application has merit, is significant to the sanctuary program, and again strongly recommend its 
approval for consideration. 

 

    signed 

Captain George J Geiger 

    Chairman, Marine Protected Area  Federal Advisory Committee 

    Past SAFMC Council Member and Chairman 

    Past Chairman Costal Conservation Association Florida 



Genung's Fish Camp Inc. 
291 Cubbedge Rd 
St Augustine, FL 32080 
August 29, 2014 

Director 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway 
ll**" Floor 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Director: 

I am a resident and business owner in St Augustine and have lived on or close to the 
Matanzas River for many years. I would like to extend my full support for the creation of 
the Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary (EONMS). 
While the North East Coast is home to our oldest city, it is also a very important habitat for 
endangered sea turtles and whales. 

As a concerned resident, fisherman, and a business owner who depends on the protection 
these vital areas, I feel that the proposed creation of the EONMS is the only way to 
effectively manage these areas with a clarity and purpose that local and federal agencies 
cannot. 

Please accept my thanks for the opportunity to be heard. I look forward to the creation of 
this sanctuary and am happy to extend my support in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen Woodard 
Genung's Fish Camp Inc. 



 

 

September 3, 2014                                                                                                              
Director                                                                                                                                     
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries                                                                                       
1305 East-West Highway                                                                                                          
11th Floor                                                                                                                                 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

RE: Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

     I am writing you in hope that you will consider adding our support for the creation of the 
Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary (EONMS).  As Indian Riverkeeper, I am 
responsible for the entire 156 miles of the Indian River lagoons from the Mosquito inlet north, to 
the Jupiter Inlet south. Once America’s most diverse estuary, assaults from polluted waters and 
reductions in State protections have impacted our lagoon severely. 

     With six inlets communicating with the Atlantic Ocean and directly impacting the proposed 
NMS it is a concern that the billions of gallons of polluted water being forcibly discharged have 
and will continue to degrade and impact our offshore ecosystems. The two systems are 
inextricably connected, and danger to one, is a danger to both. This direct connection, and the 
dependency of our offshore ecosystems on our estuarine nurseries makes this partnership a 
win win for all.  

     I bring to the table the support of my organization and the resources of our dedicated 
advocates, one of which who has for many years been involved in Right Whale studies and 
disentanglement projects. I would be proud to be afforded the opportunity to join with our 
Matanzas Riverkeeper and others in support of these needed protections for Right Whales, 
Oculina Reefs and the their abundant specie which share inshore, offshore ecosystems. 

     We are ready to inform and engage our Community in support of this new NMS, and I am 
confident we can bring may interested parties to the discussion tables to help make this work. 
Many of the thousands of interested, and active advocates we work with along our Florida Coast 
are already aware of the need for better protections and are looking for a way to better protect 
our ever so important offshore ecosystems. 

     Thank you very much for your time, please feel free to contact me at any time if you have 
questions. The opportunity to create a meaningful legacy of protections for our children, and 
their children’s future cannot be lost, please help us to bring this wonderful project to fruition. 

Best! 

Marty Baum                                                                                                                             
Indian Riverkeeper                                                                                                               
772.631.5827 

DEMAND CLEAN WATER 

 



Director of the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries   
1305 East-West Highway   
11th Floor   
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
sanctuary.nominations@noaa.gov    August 28th, 2014 
 
 
Re: Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 
 
 
Greetings Director, 
 
I am currently the Director of the Whitney Lab for Marine Bioscience of the 
University of Florida, located in the coastal town of Marineland approximately half 
way between Daytona Beach and Jacksonville.   
 
As I am sure you know, the Northeast Coast of Florida is one of the least spoiled 
coastlines in the United States and is an important resource for gaining a better 
scientific understanding of the origins and stability of biological diversity, 
particularly in reference to the sustainable stimulation of outdoor recreation, 
tourism, and a variety of marine fisheries that are all a part of the high quality of 
life in our region.   
 
In addition to being a unique estuarine interface, our coastline provides critical 
habitat for a number of species, including calving grounds for the federally 
designated highly endangered North Atlantic right whale, as well as the 
leatherback, Kemp’s Ridley, and Atlantic green sea turtles which nest along our 
beaches.  The estuaries that feed the intercoastal waterway system as well as 
the deep water Oculina coral reef system that runs out to the Continental shelf 
from Daytona to Ft. Pierce Florida provides important breeding ground for 
commercial and recreational fisheries.   
 
By recognizing the nominated area as one of enormous national significance 
worthy of conservation for the long-term protection of marine ecosystems and 
cultural resources, a National Marine Sanctuary designation would provide the 
opportunity to establish a baseline for this biologically vital area and allow our 
nation to scientifically monitor anticipated changes due to human activities such 
as uninformed overuse, acoustic variables, climate change, and ocean 
acidification. 
 
For these reasons, I support the establishment of the Eubalaena Oculina 
National Marine Sanctuary.  The proposal was put together by a large number 
of highly qualified and concerned citizens and outlines a compelling case for its 
existence of this federal entity that will not only protect the important fisheries 
habitat including the Oculina reef, the Matanzas River Basin, and the Indian 
River Lagoon Basin but provide important habitat for endangered animals (e.g. 

mailto:sanctuary.nominations@noaa.gov


whales and sea turtles) that our children and their children’s children will be able 
to experience well into the future.  The Northeast coast of Florida is truly a unique 
part of our history and national identity.  It deserves to be protected at the federal 
level, and I urge you to utilize the full force of your office to establish the 
Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary.   

 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mark Q. Martindale, Ph.D. 
Professor and Director 
The Whitney Lab for Marine Bioscince 
The University of Florida 
9505 Oceanshore Blvd. 
St. Augustine, Fl 
mqmartin@whitney.ufl.edu 
 

mailto:mqmartin@hawaii.edu






ĝ OUTHERN REALTY 
O F S T . A U G U S T I N E AND C R E S C E N T B E A C H 

August 29, 2014 

Director 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway 
i f ^ floor 
Silver Spring. MD 20910 

RE: Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 
Dear Sir or Madam, 

I am writing in support of the creation of the Eubalaena Oculina National Marine 
Sanctuary. 

St. Augustine is celebrating its 450*̂  anniversary next year, as the oldest occupied 
European settlement in the United States. There is a rich multicultural history with obvious 
remnants everywhere, including the bottom of the sea. The Gullah/Geetchee escaped the 
English by boat, to the Spanish colonies, and the French Fleet of Jean Ribault was wrecked 
attempting an attack on St. Augustine. Indigenous people traveled the gulfstream in large 
dugouts. And supply ships from the Spanish, the Confederates, and early America, litter the sea 
floor. 

As rich as the maritime history is, the biology of Coastal North Florida is equally 
significant. The endangered Right Whale, Loggerhead and Atlantic Green Turtles are a common 
site for residents. The sanctuary statutes should enhance measures to sustain their 
populations. The first magnitude spring (submarine) off Crescent Beach has been flagged by 
the US Geological Survey as a possible midden site. And the deep water corrals of the Oculina 
Bank are thousands of years old and provide habitat for migratory and native species. 

Species and special places are disappearing worldwide. We need a structure to preserve 
and protect that which Is important. A National Marine Sanctuary could provide this for coastal 
northeast Florida. 

2 0 1 O W E N S A V E N U E (CORNER OF A I A & OWENS AVE.) • ST. A U G U S T I N E , FLORIDA 3 2 0 8 0 

TEL.: 9 0 4 . 4 7 1 . 5 9 0 3 • FAX: 9 0 4 . 4 7 1 . 9 8 9 7 • S0_REAL@BELLS0UTH.NET • W W W . S 0 U T H E R N R E A L T Y . C O M 



I have grown up here, and I surf and fish at the Matanzas Inlet on a daily basis. I built 
my office. Southern Realty, in 1987 and sell homes, businesses and land to people who come 
here because of the environmental vibrancy and historical significance. 

A National Marine Sanctuary could provide a forum for those of us who live and work 
here to come together and plan for the future. I wholeheartedly support the Eubalaena 
Oculine National Marine Sanctuary. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick S. Hamilton 
Owner/Broker 



 
 
August 29, 2014 
 
Director 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries  
1305 East-West Highway  
11th Floor  
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Re: Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 

 

Dear Director; 

The Marine Science Research Institute at Jacksonville University strongly endorses the 
nomination of the Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary. The National Marine 
Sanctuaries Act protects nationally significant places and especially addresses the need for long-
term protection of marine ecosystems and cultural resource A National Marine Sanctuary 
designation would maintain and enhance the valuable marine habitat that includes the critically 
endangered population of the North Atlantic right whale, preserve and underline the significance 
of important fisheries habitat including the Oculina reef, the Matanzas River Basin, and the 
Indian River Lagoon Basin, and insure that significant maritime archeological material is 
managed and protected.   

By identifying the nominated area to the public as one of enormous national significance worthy 
of conservation, a designation would provide the opportunity to establish a baseline for this 
biologically vital area and afford monitoring for anticipated changes due to human activities such 
as uninformed overuse, acoustic variables, climate change, and ocean acidification.  

While local and state agencies may have overlapping regulations or other management authorities 
aimed at protecting specific marine resources, no other federal agency is directly mandated to 
comprehensively conserve and manage special areas of the marine environment like the Office of 
National Marine Sanctuaries.  

 
 
2800 University Blvd. N. / Jacksonville, FL 32211-3394 / Office: (904) 256-7766 / Fax: (904) 256-7960 

 
 



Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of the nomination. The Marine Science Research 
Institute at Jacksonville University looks forward to the opportunity to work with the Office of 
National Marine Sanctuaries on the proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
A. Quinton White, Jr., Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
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	   My	  name	  is	  Captain	  Zach	  McKenna	  and	  I	  am	  the	  owner	  and	  operator	  of	  an	  

environmental	  education	  company	  known	  as,	  St.	  Augustine	  Eco	  Tours,	  Inc.	  	  We	  offer	  	  

on-‐water	  education	  experiences	  to	  local	  residents	  and	  visitors	  to	  northeast	  Florida	  via	  

kayaks,	  powerboats,	  and	  sailboats.	  	  St.	  Augustine	  Eco	  Tours	  employs	  a	  staff	  of	  fifteen	  

Interpretive	  Naturalists	  who	  are	  trained	  as	  United	  States	  Coast	  Guard	  Captains	  or	  

professional	  kayak	  guides.	  	  The	  goal	  of	  this	  organization	  is	  conservation	  through	  

education	  and	  we	  focus	  our	  efforts	  on	  the	  unique	  estuaries	  and	  near	  coastal	  waters	  

surrounding	  St.	  Augustine,	  Florida.	  	  

	  

	   The	  purpose	  of	  this	  letter	  is	  to	  support	  the	  establishment	  of	  a	  National	  Marine	  

Sanctuary	  in	  the	  waters	  of	  northeast	  Florida.	  	  I	  believe	  that	  a	  NMS	  in	  this	  region	  would	  

bring	  awareness	  and	  local	  management	  to	  critical	  habitats	  and	  submerged	  artifacts.	  

Thank	  you,	  

	  

Zach	  McKenna	  

B O A T  A N D  K A Y A K  E X C U R S I O N S

'2/3+,16�%,5',N*�(;3L25,NG
904 377 7245 for reservations www.staugustineecotours.com



                                     Volusia/Flagler Turtle Patrol Inc. 
4738 S. Peninsula Drive 
Ponce Inlet, FL 32127 

seaturtlepatrol@bellsouth.net 

 

September 10, 2014 

Director 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway 
11th Floor 
Silver Springs, MD 20910 
 
Re: Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 
 
Dear Director: 
 
    The Volusia/Flagler Turtle Patrol is a non-profit organization that protects the threatened and 
endangered sea turtles nesting on the beaches of Volusia, Flagler and St. Johns counties. We 
mark and monitor all sea turtle nests and rescue sick and injured turtles. This includes 
loggerheads, green turtles, leatherbacks and the very rare kemps ridley. The loggerhead sea 
turtles that nest on these beaches are a genetically distinct population not found south of Volusia 
County and are therefore crucial to the genetic diversity of Florida’s sea turtle population. 
    The ocean, beaches and estuaries these turtles call home are critical to their survival and need 
to be protected. It has often been said that the health of the marine animals is a good indication of 
the overall health of our oceans. The decline in sea turtle health and the rise in sea turtle 
mortalities are disturbing. 
    We respectfully request your consideration to create the proposed sanctuary for this area to 
help preserve our precious natural resources.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Beth Libert 
President 
Volusia/Flagler Turtle Patrol 
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Phone: (904)461-4005
mayor.marineland@gmail.com

9507 N. Oceanshore Blvd.,  
St. Augustine, FL 32080 

 
September 8, 2014 

 
Director of the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries  
1305 East-West Highway  
11th Floor  
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

 
RE: Proposed Eubalaena Oculina National Marine Sanctuary 

 
Dear Director: 

 
I am writing to express my steadfast support for the designation of the Eubalaena Oculina 
National Marine Sanctuary in Northeast Florida. I offer my support for this project in two 
capacities: first, I am a research scientist at the University of Florida’s Whitney Lab for Marine 
Bioscience. At the Whitney lab, I study the development and evolution of marine organisms 
that serve as bio-indicators for climate change; thus, I am deeply concerned with the health 
of our oceans and the long-term ability of our oceans to support the diverse aquatic species 
that depend on this fragile habitat for survival. Second, as Mayor of the Town of Marineland I 
feel strongly that it is the obligation of the government to ensure protection of the environment 
such that future generations are able to enjoy it as we have. You may not know this, but the 
town of Marineland was recently designated “Florida’s first remarkable coastal place.” 
Although we are a small community, we are united in our goal of providing a destination for 
visitors interested in education, science, nature, and otherwise engaging with the environment 
in a low/no-impact manner. Additionally, Marineland currently serves as the headquarters for 
the long-term monitoring of Northern Right Whales in the Atlantic and is soon to be home to a 
new sea turtle hospital! Designation of the waters off the coast of North Florida as a marine 
sanctuary would fit nicely with our vision for a greener future and would further our efforts to 
monitor and protect the endangered species that make Marineland such a unique place.  I 
urge you to join me in supporting this project aimed at protecting the health of our oceans! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Leslie S. Babonis, PhD 
Mayor, Town of Marineland 



 

 
September 5, 2014 
  

Dear Natural Marine Sanctuary Review Committee, 
 
I am writing to provide my strong and enthusiastic support for an application 

submitted by the Friends of Matanzas in which they request formation of a National 
Marine Monument along the Southeastern U.S.  Seaboard.  This is a grass roots effort 
with much support from the citizens along the Florida and Georgia coasts.  The 
formation of this National Monument will serve to protect some of the most 
endangered marine vertebrates in U.S. waters (e.g., sea turtles, manatees and right 
whales) and help ensure prolonged sustainability of a diverse and valuable set of 
shoreline communities, including oyster reefs, salt marshes, mangroves, seagrasses 
and offshore coral reefs.    

 
The biodiversity and economic services generated by this array of ecosystems is 

among the highest along any U.S. coastline, yet in comparison to the New England 
and West Coast U.S. Shorelines, it receives the lowest amount of protection, 
especially in regards to marine protected areas. The establishment of this 
monument will immediately help correct this disparity and ensure that this 
disconnect does not widen.   

 
The cultural history of this area is also among the richest in the U.S. and 

considered by many to be a national treasure. It includes one of the oldest cities in 
the U.S. – St. Augustine and is site to many historical and archeological sites of 
national and international interest.  There are many state, local and federal agencies 
that manage small protected areas along this coastline, but their influence is limited 
and they do not have enough power to fully protect such icons as the endangered 
right whales whose expansive range necessitates a much larger conservation  
sphere. 

 
The formation of a National Monument along Georgia and Florida coast will 

help unify and integrate conservation and resource management on these historical 
shorelines, solidify protection for critically endangered and iconic marine 
vertebrates, ensure that many historical U.S. treasures found in this area can be 
enjoyed by generations to come, and represent one of the best examples of grass-
root establishment of national marine monument or national protected area.  I give 
it my highest recommendation.  

 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brian Silliman 
 
Rachel Carson Associate Professor of Marine Conservation Biology 
Division of Marine Science 
Nicholas School of the Environment 
Duke University 
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