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Oculina	Bank	Experimental	
Closed	Area

• 1984 92 sq. mi. area designated as EFH –
bottom tending gear prohibited

• 1994 HAPC becomes Experimental Closed
Area – snapper grouper fishing prohibited

• 1996 Anchoring restrictions expanded and
larger area closed to rock shrimp trawling

• 2000 HAPC expanded to 300 sq. mi.

• 2004 ECA extended indefinitely with

periodic review



South	Atlantic	Fishery	Management	Council

Oculina	Bank	Experimental	
Closed	Area

• Amendment 13A: effective 
April 26, 2004 required OECA 
Evaluation Plan that includes:
• Outreach
• Research and Monitoring
• Law Enforcement

• 2007: Evaluation of Size and
Configuration – Oculina Evaluation
Team Report

• 2014:  Re‐evaluation of all
regulations   
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Outreach	Overview	2004	‐ 2007

• 2004 – Oculina 
outreach constituent 
meetings held in Cape 
Canaveral and Ft. Pierce

• Informal canvas 
meetings with area 
businesses, marinas
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2004	Planning	Meetings
• Harbor Branch 

Oceanographic Institute
• NOAA Fisheries
• Port Canaveral Space 

Authority

Allowed Interaction and 
Discussion with local:
– Scientists
– Outreach specialists
– Managers



Result:	Outreach	Plan
 Goal: Increase awareness and 
understanding of the OECA to 
the fishermen, citizens, and 
visitors of central eastern 
Florida and the U.S. Public.

 Objectives
 Assist in development of 
OECA Evaluation Plan

 Campaign targeting 
fishermen

 Broader media campaign 
through partnerships

 Evaluation



OECA	Outreach	Plan

 OECA Evaluation Plan 
completed in 2005

 Approach
 Objective 2: focus 
campaign Council 
initiated projects

 Partnership projects
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Council	Initiated	Projects
Objective 2: Campaign 

targeting fishermen
1. Reprint SAFMC 

Regulations Brochure
2. Work with fishing chart 

mmanufacturers
3. Partner with FWC for 

publications, mailings
4. News releases
5. Develop PowerPoint

presentation
6. Oculina poster and rack 

cards
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Project	1:	Regulation	Brochures
• SAFMC Federal Fishing 
Regulations reprinted in 
2007 – 40,000 copies 
distributed.
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Regulation	Information
• Inclusion in Deepwater 
MPA Brochure

• 2013 Smartphone 
Regulations App with 
Oculina Bank 
Regulations
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Project	2:	Fishing	Charts	
• Contacted local chart 
manufacturers and 
improved references to 
OECA on printed charts.

• Need: Follow up with 
electronic chart 
manufacturers.
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Project	3:	Work	with	FWC
• Feature article in 2007 
FWC Saltwater Fishing 
Regulations

• Need: Follow up with 
additional feature 
articles.



South	Atlantic	Fishery	Management	Council

Projects	4	and	5:	News	Releases	
and	Powerpoint	Presentation

• News releases following 
Council action and media 
stories associated with 
research and monitoring

• Newsletter articles on 
research and law 
enforcement activities

• Need: Additional releases 
and articles and Powerpoint 
presentation
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Project	6:	Rack	Cards	and	Poster

• Over 10,000 copies of the 
rack cards have been 
distributed:
– Area marinas, businesses
– FWC and NOAA OLE 
Enforcement offices

– Smithsonian Marine Station
– Public hearings and Council 
meetings

– Available for download



Partnership	Projects

 NOAA Undersea Research 
Center – UNC‐W

 NOAA Fisheries
 Harbor Branch Oceanographic 
Institute

 FL Fish & Wildlife Commission
 Smithsonian Marine Station

Objective 3: Broader media 
campaign with partners
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Joint	Project	1:	Website	
Development

• Oculina Bank information 
was added to the SAFMC 
website

• HBOI@Sea website 

• NOAA Teacher@Sea

• New SAFMC website 
includes Oculina 
information

• Need: Continue updates 
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Joint	Project	2:	Educational	
Products	for	Teachers

Deepwater Coral Teacher
Workshops 

• 2005 Teacher Workshop
– NOAA, HBOI, NURC and 

SAFMC

• 2007 DW Coral Teacher 
Workshop
– NOAA led workshop

• 2008 Teacher Workshop –
built upon earlier workshop 
materials and partnerships.
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2008	Teacher	Workshop
• Held at HBOI and 

Smithsonian Marine 
Station

• Scheduled in conjunction
with scheduled
research cruise

• Included tour
of Smithsonian
Marine Station

• Materials available 
online
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Joint	Project	4:	Portable	Exhibit

• Developed in 2009

• Includes kiosk and video 
monitor – “Revealing the 
Deep” film featured

• Used at Council 
meetings, limited use by 
outside organizations

• Need: Update as needed 
and promote availability
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Joint	Projects	3	and	5:	Media	Kits	
and	Excursions

• 2005 Media Excursion 
scheduled in 
conjunction with 
research cruise

• In cooperation with 
FWC C.T. Randall 

• Cancelled due to 
weather conditions
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Media	Excursion	August	2009
• VIP and Media 
Excursion to HBOI 
R/V Seward 
Johnson

• Deployment of 
submersible

• Information 
stations onboard 
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Media	Excursion	2009
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Media	Excursion



South	Atlantic	Fishery	Management	Council

Media	Stories
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Joint	Project	7:	Data	Buoy
• Information added 
to NOAA National 
Data Buoy Center 
Station 41114 –
Ft. Pierce, FL

• Direct Link to SAFMC 
website and Oculina 
Bank regulations
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Project	8:	Work	with	Smithsonian	
Marine	Station

Original Oculina Bank 
interpretive display
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Smithsonian	Marine	Station	
Oculina	Coral	Exhibit



Objective	4:	Evaluation

 2005 Informal survey 
conducted by FL Sea Grant

 Limited distribution and 
results

 Need:  Use survey and 
other tools to evaluate 
outreach efforts

Project 1. Survey Tool
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Objective	4:	Evaluation

• Continued contact with 
Smithsonian Marine Station

• Contact with Cape Canaveral 
Charter Captain’s 
Association

• Oculina Bank business 
collaboration

• Need:  Better utilize 
community contacts 

Project 2: Continued 
Community  Input
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Oculina	Outreach	Summary
• Good cooperation with 
Partners to achieve the 
projects defined under 
each objective

• Several projects are 
ongoing and others are 
dependent upon 
research and 
monitoring activities
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Ongoing	Outreach	Needs
• Continue distribution of 

regulation information
• Continue to work with fishing 

chart manufacturers – assess 
available information and 
improve if necessary

• Coordinate additional 
distribution of regulation 
information with FWC

• Additional news releases and 
newsletter articles in 
conjunction with law 
enforcement and research 
and monitoring activities
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• Develop PowerPoint 
presentation and provide 
on SAFMC website and for
use at fishing clubs, etc.

• Continue to distribute rack 
cards/printed materials  
and coordinate with local 
fishing tournaments for 
distribution

• Add teacher 
workshop/educational 
materials to SAFMC 
website

Ongoing	Outreach	Needs



South	Atlantic	Fishery	Management	Council

Ongoing	Outreach	Needs
• Continue to conduct

teacher workshops and 
develop/update 
educational materials

• Offer media excursions 
and develop media packets  
in conjunction with 
ongoing research and 
monitoring activities

• Update portable display 
and increase use
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Outreach	Needs
• Evaluation:
• Surveys
• Additional 
community 
involvement

• Other methods?



Questions?


