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Oculina Bank Experimental
Closed Area

* 1984 92 sq. mi. area designated as EFH —
bottom tending gear prohibited

®* 1994 HAPC becomes Experimental Closed
Area — snapper grouper fishing prohibited

® 1996 Anchoring restrictions expanded and
larger area closed to rock shrimp trawling

* 2000 HAPC expanded to 300 sg. mi.

* 2004 ECA extended indefinitely with

periodic review

Oculina Habitat Area of Particular Concern

I:l Expanded Oculina Bank and Satellite HAPCs
(Coral FMP Regulations Effective June 2000 - Present)

Oculina Experimental Closed Area
(Snapper Grouper FMP Regulations Effective June 1994 - Present)
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Oculina Bank Experimental
Closed Area

e Amendment 13A: effective
April 26, 2004 required OECA
Evaluation Plan that includes:

e QOutreach

Final

e Research and Monitoring DN P i
e Law Enforcement
e 2007: Evaluation of Size and

Configuration — Oculina Evaluation
Team Report

e 2014: Re-evaluation of all

regulations
* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Outreach Overview 2004 - 2007

e 2004 — Oculina
outreach constituent
meetings held in Cape
Canaveral and Ft. Pierce §

e |nformal canvas
meetings with area
businesses, marinas

g\l



2004 Planning Meetings

e Harbor Branch
Oceanographic Institute

e NOAA Fisheries

e Port Canaveral Space
Authority

Allowed Interaction and
Discussion with local:
— Scientists
— Qutreach specialists
— Managers

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Result: Outreach Plan

® Goal: Increase awareness and
understanding of the OECA to
the fishermen, citizens, and
visitors of central eastern
Florida and the U.S. Public.

e Objectives

e Assist in development of
OECA Evaluation Plan

e Campaign targeting
fishermen

e Broader media campaign
through partnerships

e Evaluation



e OECA Evaluation Plan
completed in 2005

® Approach

e Objective 2: focus
campaign Council
initiated projects

e Partnership projects

reach Plan




Council Initiated Projects

Objective 2: Campaign
targeting fishermen

1. Reprint SAFMC
Regulations Brochure

2. Work with fishing chart
mmanufacturers

3. Partner with FWC for
publications, mailings

4. News releases

5. Develop PowerPoint
presentation

6. Oculina poster and rack
cards

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Project 1: Regulation Brochures

e SAFMC Federal Fishing

Regulations reprinted in

2007 — 40,000 copies
distributed.

Managed Areas/Oculina Bank and SMZs

Oculina Bank/Manage

The Oculina Bank

Oculing varicosa. or oy tree coral is distributed along the
South Atlantic shelf with concentrations occurring off the
central east coast of Florida. The deepwater form of this
species provides essential habtat to numerous fish species
including many managed under the Snapper Grouper Fishery
Management Plan

The Oculina Bank, located approximately 15 nautical miles
off the coast of Ft. Pierce. Florida has been designated a
Habiat Area of Particular Concem (HAPC) by the Council
Restrictions are in place to protect fragile Oculna coral found
in the area. Within the HAPC is an Experimental Closed Area
with further restrictions to provide protection of snapper
grouper populations and associated Ceuling coral.

Habitat Area of Particular Concem HAPC):

T Coordinates

The Oculina Bank HAPC encompasses
an area bounded on the north by 28°30°
N.. on the south by 27°30' N.. on the
east by the 100-fathom (183-meter)
contour. as shown on the latest edition
of NOAA chart 11460, and on the west
by 80°00' W. long.

Two satellite areas are adjacent. the first bounded on the
north by 28°30° N., on the south by 28°29' N., on the east
by 80°00' W, and on the west by 80°03' W The second
satellte is bounded on the north by 28°17° N., on the south
by 28°16' N., on the east by 80°00° W, and on the west by
BO°03" W. These satellte areas have been created to protect
concentrated areas of Ceulina coral

Restrictions

In the HAPC, no person may:

1. Use abottom longline, bottom trawl, dredge, pot ortrap.

or use a grapple and chain,

3. Fish for rock shrimp or possess rock shrimp in or from the
area on board a fishing vessel

4. Possess Oculinia coral.

Special Management Zones

In the Council's Special Manegement

Zone (SMD pregram, & person or agercy
possessing & Corps of Engineers penrit for
any artficial reef or fish attraction device
(or other medification of habitat for the
purpose of fishing) rray request that the
Courcil designate the modfied area and an
appropriste sumouncling area as an SMZ.
This zone ey prohibit or restrict the use of
specific types of fishing gear that are nct

2. If aboard a fishing vessel, ancher, use an ancher and chain,

compatible with the intent of the permittee
forthe artificial reef or fish attraction device.
Currently, there are SMZs in the EEZ off

of Seuth Carcline, Georgia, and Florida
Please contact the Council fora listing of the
ertificial reefs managed under SMZ status
and applicsble regulstions.

Visit waww safime net for more information

d A reas

The Cculina
Oculina Hnw.zf..nndh;dnnhrmu-m Bark is located
S B
Florid. Fishing
are in
place to protect
the Ocuina
and snapper
grouper species
found there.

- O Eaperes Cotes Nea

Experimental Closed Area Inside the HAPC:
Coordinates

Located within the Oculina Bank HAPC, the experimental
closed area is bounded on the north by 27°53" M., on the
south by 27°30° N.. on the east by 79°66" W,, and on

the west by 80°00" W. This area is designed to aid in the
protection of snapper grouper species and their associated
habitat, while providing researchers with an area to describe
the effects of prohibiting fishing for snapper grouper
species and the characteristics of an unfished resource area
protected from habitat damage.

Restrictions

All restrictions within the HAPC apply. In addition, no
person may fish for snapper grouper speciks in the area

or retain snapper grouper in or from the area Any snapper
grouper taken incidentally by hook-and-ine gear must be
released immediately by cutting the line without removing the
fish from water

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Regulation Information

* |Inclusion in Deepwater

MPA Brochure m
A FREE South Atlantic Federal

e 2013 Smartphone RS EOTAgR
Regulations App with
Oculina Bank

Heading offshore to fish in the South Atlantic region?
Don’t get caught without the latest regulations.
Download your free App today!

Includes both commercial and recreational federal fishing regulations

To download the SA Fish Regs App, use one of the free QR Code
Reader Apps available in App Stores to scan the appropriate QR code
below or search for “SA Fish Regs” in either App store.

. -g‘i‘\."' |l§]
H 2T
Regulations
ANDROID iPhone/iPad
available in available in
Google Play Store Apple Store

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Project 2: Fishing Charts

e Contacted local chart

WATEHPROOF
manufacturers and
improved references to 70 T
OECA on printed charts. E“STF.’ZL'.,?J:LE’;SNEFM?P°“E

* Need: Follow up with
electronic chart
manufacturers.

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Project 3: Work with FWC

e Feature articlein 2007

LORID/A

FWC Saltwater Fishing | -F‘I\ hm g Regulaf:;} ns

SALTWATER EDITION f

Regulations

* Need: Follow up with
additional feature
articles.

Nature s Hidden = & Y o
\ | Coral Treasure “~ Fishing:News
\\ Page 13 Page 6
Catch & Release

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Projects 4 and 5: News Releases
and Powerpoint Presentation

* News releases following
Council action and media
stories associated with
research and monitoring

* Newsletter articles on
research and law
enforcement activities

 Need: Additional releases
and articles and Powerpoint
presentation

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Project 6: Rack Cards and Poster

. FISHING REGULATIONS
e Over 10,000 copies of the FORTHE =
OCULINA BANK

raCk Ca rdS have been * Oculina Bank Habitat Area of
dist ributed: Ocullna Exrinlosed Area

— Area marinas, businesses

— FWC and NOAA OLE
Enforcement offices

— Smithsonian Marine Station

— Public hearings and Council
meetings

— Available for download

coasl

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Objective 3: Broader media
campaign with partners

® NOAA Undersea Research
Center — UNC-W

® NOAA Fisheries

® Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institute

® FL Fish & Wildlife Commission
® Smithsonian Marine Station

-

e

e

-

Partnership Projects

=
e




Joint Project 1: Website
Development

e QOculina Bank information
was added to the SAFMC
website

e HBOI@Sea website

e NOAA Teacher@Sea

* New SAFMC website
includes Oculina
information

* Need: Continue updates

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Joint Project 2: Educational
Products for Teachers

Deepwater Coral Teacher
Workshops

e 2005 Teacher Workshop

— NOAA, HBOI, NURC and
SAFMC

e 2007 DW Coral Teacher
Workshop

— NOAA led workshop

e 2008 Teacher Workshop —
built upon earlier workshop
materials and partnerships.

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



2008 Teacher Workshop

e Held at HBOI and
Smithsonian Marine
Station

e Scheduled in conjunction
with scheduled
research cruise

2008 South Atlantic
Deepwater Coral Teacher Workshop
Saturday, April 19th
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute
at Florida Atlantic University

Ft. Pierce, Florida

* |ncluded tour
of Smithsonian
Marine Station

e Materials available L @
online

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Joint Project 4: Portable Exhibit

e Developedin 2009

e |ncludes kiosk and video
monitor — “Revealing the
Deep” film featured

e Used at Council
meetings, limited use by
outside organizations

£
e
s
2
z

e Need: Update as needed
and promote availability

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Joint Projects 3 and 5: Media Kits

and Excursions

e 2005 Media Excursion
scheduled in
conjunction with
research cruise

* |n cooperation with
FWC C.T. Randall

e Cancelled due to
weather conditions

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Media Excursion August 2009

e VIP and Media ‘k
Excursion to HBOI Ak
R/V Seward
Johnson

e Deployment of
submersible

e |Information
stations onboard

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Media Excursion 2009

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Media Excursion
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Media Stories
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The world at your fingertips at OrlandoSentinel.com
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Ancient coral reefs, many of them hundreds of feet tall, lie in pockets
along the Atlantic seafloor where they form the backbone of an
intricate ecosystem that is home to hundreds of marine animals.
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Joint Project 7: Data Buoy

* Information adde
to NOAA Nationa
Data Buoy Center
Station 41114 —
Ft. Pierce, FL

* Direct Link to SAFMC
website and Oculina
Bank regulations

National Oceanic and Atmospheric

National Data Buoy eA __

Center of Excellence in Marine Technology

BuoyCAMs: See recent pholos from NDBC weather buoy 44013 near Boston, DART
station 46410 in the Gulf of Alaska 46020 near the Oregon/Washington coastline and the
following TAO stations: 2N 155W SN 155W

Station 41114 - Fort Pierce, FL (134) &)

Information submitted by Scripps
Observations Institution of Oceanography
Mobile Access Waverider Buo

27.551 N B0.225 W (27°33'5" N 80°13'31" W)

Site elevation: sea level
Water depth: 16.15m
oing to Oculina Bank? Please review Oculina

]
fishing regulations

Search And Rescue (SAR) Data

A Observations from Nearb

jons and Ships &Y

Sta

Obs Web Widget
Email Access Sebastian

Station Status W \
NDBC jest Vero
Comidor” 2Vero Beach

Maintenance
NDBC Platforms
Partner Platforms “Fort Pierce

7
Pr Port St

Lucie
uson

Stuart
NDBC on

About NDBC

MetOcean

Large icon indicates selected station
<> Stations with recent data

4 Stations with no data in last 8 hours
24 hours for tsunami stations)
Disclaimer

Moored Buoy
C-MAN Conditions at 41114 as of

(8:36 pm EST on 11/11/2013)
0136 GMT on 11/12/72013:

Unit of Measure: Time
Station Local Time lect
I = ==

Cick on the graph icon in the table below (0 see a time senes piot of the last five days of that

Hurricane Data oAb

\cane Data

procaneData - R Wave Height (WVHT) el
Mariners B Dominant Wave Period (OPD) Ssec

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Project 8: Work with Smithsonian
Marine Station

»i*:zr:ééis, Original Oculina Bank
interpretive display

EXHIBIT =

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
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Objective 4: Evaluation

Project 1. Survey Tool

® 2005 Informal survey
conducted by FL Sea Grant

® |Limited distribution and
results

® Need: Use survey and
other tools to evaluate
outreach efforts

UNIVERSITY OF

'FLORIDA

IFAS EXTENSION

OCULINA BANK OUTREACH SURVEY (6/30/05)

Florida Sea Grani is developing new outreach materials to help fishermen better understand
fisheries management and the regulations affecting their fishing activities. Please take a minute

anonymous.

1. Check the following that best describes yourself:

___ Recreational Fisherman ___ Charter Captain ___ Charter Mate
__ Commerdial Fisherman __ BaiUTackle Business Owner
___ Marina Operator/Employee ___Other (please specify)
2. Do you know about the Oculina Bank Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC)?
 Yes _ Ne _ Unsure
3. Do you know that there is an area inside the Oculina Bank HAPC that is closed to fishing
for snapper/grouper species?
Yes ___No ___ Unsure
4. Do you have the coordinates for the boundaries for the Oculina HAPC and the Oculina
Experimental Closed Area?
__Yes ___No ___Unsure
5. Oculina coral is found only in the deep waters off the central East Coast of Florida and
nowhere else in the world. ___ True _ False
6. How do you prefer to get your fishing information? (Number your top 3 choices,
#1 being your first choice.)
___Magazines _ Newsletters ___ Television ___ Internet
" Tackle Shop ~ E-mail ~ Radio Shows "~ Newspaper
___Other Fishermen ___ Other (please specify)

7. If you own a boat, what size boat do you own?
_ Under17ft. _ 1724ft. _ 25-321t. __ Greater than 32 1t.
___Idon’town a boat (skip to Q. 9)

8. Where do you Keep your boat?
___ Onatrailer _ Marina/Dry Storage _ Other (please specify)

PLEASE TURN PAGE OVER TO CONTINUE




Objective 4: Evaluation

Project 2: Continued
Community Input

e Continued contact with
Smithsonian Marine Station

e Contact with Cape Canaveral
Charter Captain’s
Association

e Qculina Bank business
collaboration

* Need: Better utilize
community contacts

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Oculina Outreach Summary

 Good cooperation with
Partners to achieve the
projects defined under
each objective

e Several projects are
ongoing and others are
dependent upon
research and
monitoring activities

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




e Continue distribution of
regulation information

e Continue to work with fishing
chart manufacturers — assess
available information and
improve if necessary

e Coordinate additional
distribution of regulation
information with FWC

 Additional news releases and
newsletter articles in
conjunction with law
enforcement and research
and monitoring activities

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Ongoing Outreach Needs

e Develop PowerPoint
presentation and provide —
on SAFMC website and for @ = ¥l ;
use at fishing clubs, etc. ceme e 0 @ 0 - ==

e Continue to distribute rack - ey W
cards/printed materials = - =
and coordinate with local k- W
fishing tournaments for g O
distribution = B O

e Add teacher -
workshop/educational
materials to SAFMC
website

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Ongoing Outreach Needs

e Continue to conduct
teacher workshops and
develop/update
educational materials

e Offer media excursions
and develop media packets
in conjunction with
ongoing research and
monitoring activities

e Update portable display
and increase use

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Outreach Needs

 Evaluation:

e Surveys

e Additional
community
involvement

e Other methods?

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council






