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BACKGROUND - WHY ARE WE HERE?

1. Landings of black snapper, dog snapper, mahogany snapper, and school master
are very low especially in states other than Florida — landings data for these 4
species is discussed in Appendix C.

2. South Atlantic Council has removed other species — The South Atlantic Council
removed 13 species from the Snapper Grouper FMU through the Comprehensive
ACL Amendment (SAFMC 2011) due to low landings and the high percentage of
landings in Florida state waters. The South Atlantic Council also removed blue
runner from the Snapper Grouper FMP through Amendment 27 (SAFMC 2013) due
in part to the large percentage of landings (99%) in waters off Florida and the fact that
the State of Florida was willing to extend existing regulations into federal waters and
put in place any other management measures the state deems appropriate for the
sustainable management of the species.

3. Gulf Council removed these species from the Reef Fish FMU in 2011 — The Gulf
of Mexico Fishery Management Council removed these 4 species and Nassau grouper
from their Reef Fish Fishery Management Unit in their Final Generic Annual Catch
Limit/Accountability Measures Amendment dated September 2011 (GMFMC 2011)
due to low landings. It was agreed that the South Atlantic Council would assume
responsibility for managing Nassau Grouper in the Gulf and this was done in
Amendment 27 (SAFMC 2013).

4. So who would manage these species?

a. Representatives from the State of Florida have requested the South Atlantic
Council remove these 4 species from the Snapper Grouper FMP.

b. Florida regulations would be extended into federal waters off Florida. The State
of Florida is willing to extend existing regulations into federal waters and put in
place any other management measures the state deems appropriate for the
sustainable management of these species.
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PURPOSE & NEED FOR ACTION

Purpose: The purpose of Amendment 35 is to: remove 4 species from the Snapper
Grouper Fishery Management Unit (FMU) that do not need federal management. Taking
into account mandated specifications to provide ACLs and AMs for species in a fishery
management plan other than annual stocks or designated ecosystem component species,
the Council is simplifying its system of ACLs by removing some of the less frequently
landed species that are not in need of federal management.

Need: The need for Amendment 35 is to: Simplify federal management without
reducing the protection for 4 species rarely caught in states other than Florida.

The Council is considering the following actions in Amendment 35:

* Remove the following 4 species from the Snapper Grouper FMU:
Black Snapper (Apsilus dentatus)

Dog Snapper (Lutjanus jocu)

Mahogany Snapper (Lutjanus mahogoni)

Schoolmaster (Lutjanus apodus)

OO O O O
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What Next?

Scoping meetings for Amendment 35 will be held as shown below. The scoping

document, PowerPoint presentation, and video presentation will be made available on the
Council’s website prior to the scoping meetings. An informal question/answer webinar

will be held on July 30, 2014 beginning at 6 p.m.

The scoping meetings will begin at 4 p.m. and end at 7 p.m.

August 6, 2014

Bay Watch Resort & Conference Center
2701 S. Ocean Boulevard

N. Myrtle Beach, SC 29582

Phone: 843-272-4600

August 7, 2014

Crystal Coast Civic Center
3505 Arendell Street
Morehead City, NC 28557
Phone: 252-247-3883

August 11, 2014

Key West Marriott Beachside
3841 North Roosevelt Boulevard
Key West, FL. 33040

Phone: 305-296-8100

August 12, 2014

Hilton Cocoa Beach Oceanfront
1550 North Atlantic Ave.
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931

Phone: 321-799-0003

August 13, 2014

Wyndham Jacksonville Riverwalk
1515 Prudential Drive
Jacksonville, FL. 32207

Phone: 904-396-5100

August 14, 2014

Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum
175 Bourne Avenue

Pooler, GA 31322

Phone: 912-743-8888

Written comments must be received by 5 P.M. on August 18, 2014. All comments
will be considered by the Council in drafting Snapper Grouper Amendment 35. There
will be a number of opportunities to provide public input if the Council moves forward to
develop an amendment. A simplified schematic of the Council process is presented in

Appendix B.
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Appendix A. South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 2013-2014 Membership

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN:

Ben Hartig

9277 Sharon Street
Hobe Sound, FL 33455
772/546-1541 (ph)
mackattackben(@att.net

VICE-CHAIRMAN

Dr. Michelle Duval

NC Division of Marine Fisheries
3441 Arendell St.

(PO Box 769)

Morehead City, NC 28557
252/726-7021 (ph); 252/726-0254 (f)
michelle.duval@ncdenr.gov

Robert E. Beal

Executive Director

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission

1050 N. Highland St., Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 20001

703/842-0740 (ph); 703/842-0741 (f)
rbeal@asmfc.org

Mel Bell

S.C. Dept. of Natural Resources
Marine Resources Division
P.O. Box 12559

(217 Ft. Johnson Road)
Charleston, SC 29422-2559
843/953-9007 (ph)
843/953-9159 (fax)
bellm@dnr.sc.gov
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11 Kingsridge Court
Savannah, GA 31419
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fishzack@comcast.net

Chris Conklin

P.O. Box 972

Murrells Inlet, SC 29576
843/543-3833
conklincc@gmail.com

Jack Cox

2010 Bridges Street
Morehead City, NC 28557
252/728-9548
Dayboat1965@gmail.com

Dr. Roy Crabtree

Regional Administrator

NOAA Fisheries, Southeast Region
263 13™ Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727/824-5301 (ph); 727/824-5320 ()
roy.crabtree(@noaa.gov

David M. Cupka

P.O. Box 12753

Charleston, SC 29422
843/795-8591 (hm)
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One Conservation Way, Suite 300
Brunswick, GA 31520-8687
912/264-7218 (ph); 912/262-2318 (f)
doughaymans@gmail.com

John W. Jolley

4925 Pine Tree Drive
Boynton Beach, FL 33436
561/732-4530 (ph)
jolleyjw(@yahoo.com

Deirdre Warner-Kramer

Office of Marine Conservation
OES/OMC

2201 C Street, N.W.

Department of State, Room 5806
Washington, DC 20520
202/647-3228 (ph); 202/736-7350 (f)
Warner-KramerDM @state.gov

Dr. Wilson Laney

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator
P.O. Box 33683

Raleigh, NC 27695-7617

(110 Brooks Ave

237 David Clark Laboratories,
NCSU Campus

Raleigh, NC 27695-7617)
919/515-5019 (ph)
919/515-4415 (f)

Wilson Laney@fws.gov
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1418 Sapelo Avenue, N.E.
Townsend, GA 31331
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Council Staff Responsible for Snapper Grouper Amendment 36:

Gregg Waugh
Gregg. Waugh@saftmc.net

Address:

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201

North Charleston, SC 29405

Phone: (843) 571-4366

Toll-free Phone: (866) SAFMC-10

Fax: (843) 769-4520
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Appendix B. A Simplified Schematic of the Council Process for this amendment.

Council approves actions
to take to scoping
June 9-13, 2014 in

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

\
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September 15-19, 2014 in
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Key West, FL
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Appendix C. Landings data for these 4 specie off NC, SC, GA, and FL

Note: The bulk of commercial landings and headboat landings for these species are confidential
and cannot be presented. A general discussion for each species is presented to give an idea of the
level of landings for each species.

Source: Mike Errigo, SAFMC Staff, compiled 1986 through 2012 landings from the NMFS
SERO ACL Database.

Black Snapper

Total landings (recreational and commercial) of black snapper were 0 pounds whole weight (Ib
ww) from 1986 through 1990; less than 500 Ib ww in 1991 and 1992; less than 5,000 Ib ww in
1993 and 1994; less than 600 Ib ww with some years of 0 Ib ww from 1995 through 2010; and 0
Ib ww in 2011 and 2012. There were no landings of black snapper in Georgia through North
Carolina from 1986 through 2012.

Dog Snapper

Total landings (recreational and commercial) of dog snapper were less than 8,000 pounds whole
weight (Ib ww) from 1986 through 2012 except 2007 when landings increased to less than
25,000 Ib ww. Total landings in Georgia through North Carolina from 1986 through 2005 were
0 Ib ww except 2000 when total landings were less than 6,000 1b ww; from 2006 through 2012,
total landings were less than 400 1b ww.

Mahogany Snapper

Total landings (recreational and commercial of mahogany snapper were less than 600 pounds
whole weight (Ib ww) from 1986 through 2012 except 1999 and 2007 when landings increased
to less than 4,000 Ib ww. There were no landings of mahogany snapper in Georgia through
North Carolina from 1986 through 2012.

Schoolmaster

Total landings (recreational and commercial) of schoolmaster were less than 15,000 pounds
whole weight (Ib ww) from 1986 through 2012. There were no landings of schoolmaster in
Georgia through North Carolina from 1986 through 2012 except 1995 when less than 5 b ww
were landed.
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