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Average Recreational Cobia Catch (Pounds) by State and Wave, 2008-2015.  
East Coast Florida Excluded.
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Average Recreational Cobia Catch (Pounds) by State and Wave, 2008-2015.  
Florida Excluded


GEORGIA MARYLAND NEW JERSEY NORTH CAROLINA SOUTH CAROLINA VIRGINIA


0


20,000


40,000


60,000


80,000


100,000


120,000


140,000


160,000


JAN/FEB MAR/APR MAY/JUN JUL/AUG SEP/OCT NOV/DEC


H
ar


ve
st


 (
P


o
u


n
d


s)


Wave (Time of Year)


Average Recreational Cobia Catch (Pounds), (East Florida), 2008-2015.







Atlantic Coast Commercial Cobia Statistics.  Source of data:  National Marine Fisheries Service, Science & 


Technology Division.  Prepared Feb. 16, 2016 for Commissioner Willis. 
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Recreational Cobia East Coast Florida Catch (Pounds), 2008-2015.
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Average Recreational Cobia Catches (Pounds) by Wave (Time of Year), Sum 
of Landings from Contributing Atlantic Coast States, 2008-2015.   East Coast 


of Florida excluded.
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Figure 1. Cobia Average Monthly Commercial Landings 
(Atlantic Coast; includes East FL 2005-2015)
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Figure 2. Cobia Average Monthly Commercial Landings 
by Area (2005-2015)
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Figure 3. Cobia Annual Commercial Landings 
2005-2015 (GA-NY only) vs. 2015 ACL
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Division.  Prepared Feb. 16, 2016 for Commissioner Willis. 


 


4 
 


 


 


 


0


50,000


100,000


150,000


200,000


2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015


P
o


u
n


d
s 


(w
h


o
le


 w
e


ig
h


t)


Year


Figure 4. Cobia Annual Commercial Landings 
2005-2015 (East FL) vs. ACL
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Figure 5. Monthly Commercial Landings of Cobia by 
Year 


(2008-2015)
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Figure 6. Cobia Commercial Harvest by State and Year 
(2005-2014)
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Table 1. Commercial and recreational harvest vs. Annual Catch Limits and Percent of Annual Catch Limit harvested.  


Commercial harvest closed in early December 2014 due to Annual Catch Limit being met.   


 


*Annual Catch Limits for cobia established in Amendment 18 (approved by Councils September 2011) did not become 


effective until January 2012 therefore quotas not applied. 


**2015 Annual Catch Limits reflect new stock boundary  of GA-NY. 


 


Year


Commercial 


ACL


Commercial 


Landings


Percent of 


ACL


Recreational 


ACL


Recreational 


Harvest


Percent of 


ACL


2005 n/a 78,497           


2006 n/a 100,759         


2007 n/a 106,178         


2008 n/a 105,019         


2009 n/a 117,825         


2010 n/a 169,217         


2011* 125,712 205,265         163.28 1,445,687 1,089,311 75


2012 125,712 129,784         103.24 1,445,687 1,058,583 73


2013 125,712 122,255         97.25 1,445,687 1,142,947 79


2014 125,712 146,863         116.82 1,445,687 1,179,031 82


2015** 60,000 53,364           88.94 630,000 1,541,535 245








Recreational Landings - Atlantic Cobia 


Compiled by Mike Errigo, SAFMC Staff 


 


Table 1. Average, 5th percentile and 95th percentile of recreational landings (in lbs ww) of Atlantic cobia 


by month for Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, for 2005-2015. Data sources: MRIP 


and SEFSC Headboat survey. Note that 2015 data are through October 2015, and do not include headboat 


data.  


Month 


VA NC 


Average 
Monthly 
Landings 


5th  
Percentile 


95th 
Percentile 


Average 
Monthly 
Landings 


5th  
Percentile 


95th  
Percentile 


Jan 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Feb 0 0 0 4,668 0 25,676 


Mar 0 0 0 10 0 46 


Apr 0 0 0 2,692 0 14,307 


May 14,831 0 81,569 113,961 127 412,433 


Jun 137,407 9,748 357,051 89,179 17,242 245,270 


Jul 122,514 0 451,784 31,477 1,786 115,113 


Aug 73,563 0 267,454 12,238 16 31,628 


Sep 30,187 0 139,625 6,415 21 21,795 


Oct 0 0 0 1,915 0 10,273 


Nov 0 0 0 37 0 192 


Dec 0 0 0 0 0 0 


 


Month SC GA 


 
Average 
Monthly 
Landings 


5th 
Percentile 


95th 
Percentile 


Average 
Monthly 
Landings 


5th  
Percentile 


95th 
Percentile 


Jan 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Feb 11 0 59 0 0 0 


Mar 10 0 40 0 0 0 


Apr 4,193 0 22,523 5,364 0 29,470 


May 35,764 404 170,009 30,516 0 143,071 


Jun 38,471 900 136,385 16,345 11 55,245 


Jul 5,207 261 15,089 6,777 45 35,056 


Aug 543 44 2,113 2,227 0 11,385 


Sep 2,496 0 13,191 23 0 114 


Oct 140 0 306 122 0 670 


Nov 40 0 126 75 0 365 


Dec 9 0 50 0 0 0 


 







  
 


  
Figure 1. Average (solid line), 5th percentile (dashed line) and 95th percentile (dotted line) of recreational landings (in lbs ww) of Atlantic 


cobia by month for Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, for 2005-2015. Data sources: MRIP and SEFSC Headboat survey. 


Note that 2015 data are through October 2015, and do not include headboat data. 
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Figure 2. Average and 95th percentile of recreational landings (in lbs ww) of Atlantic cobia by month for 


Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, for 2005-2015. Data sources: MRIP and SEFSC 


Headboat survey. Note that 2015 data are through October 2015, and do not include headboat data. 
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