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[bookmark: _Toc50534814][bookmark: _Toc50720650][bookmark: _Toc50780767][bookmark: _Toc53821124]Policy Context

[bookmark: _GoBack]This document highlights the importance of artificial reefs and reef programs to state partners, regional resources and fishermen and establishes the policies of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC) regarding protection of Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) and Essential Fish Habitat - Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (EFH-HAPCs) from threats associated with improper artificial reef siting and construction or activities that impact exiting or proposed state reefs or reefs designated as Special Management Zones in Federal waters.  The policies are designed to be consistent with the overall habitat protection policies of the SAFMC as formulated and adopted in the Habitat Plan (SAFMC 1998a), the Comprehensive EFH Amendment (SAFMC 1998b) and the various Fishery Management Plans (FMPs) of the Council.  

The findings presented below assess the threats to EFH potentially posed by activities related to artificial reef siting and construction in offshore and coastal waters and the processes whereby those resources are placed at risk.  The policies established in this document are designed to avoid, minimize, and offset damage caused by these activities, in accordance with the general habitat policies of the SAFMC as mandated by law.  To address any future energy projects in the South Atlantic region, the SAFMC reserves the right to revise this policy when more information becomes available. 

[bookmark: _Toc50534815][bookmark: _Toc50720651][bookmark: _Toc50780768][bookmark: _Toc53821125]EFH At Risk from Improper Artificial Reef Siting and Development

The SAFMC finds:

That 

SAFMC Policies for 

[bookmark: _Toc50534817][bookmark: _Toc50720653][bookmark: _Toc50780770][bookmark: _Toc53821127]The SAFMC establishes the following general policies related to, to clarify and augment the general policies already adopted in the Habitat Plan and Comprehensive Habitat Amendment (SAFMC, 1998a; SAFMC, 1998b):
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