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The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Dolphin Wahoo Advisory Panel (AP) met on
Wednesday, March 27, 2013 from 9 am until 3 pm. After approving the agenda and previous
meeting minutes, the AP received a presentation Don Hammond, Cooperative Science Services,
regarding ongoing research and results from his dolphin tagging program. A copy of Mr.
Hammond’s presentation is attached to this report. Additionally, the AP discussed the following
topics:



e Dolphin Wahoo Amendment 5 currently under development
e For-hire sale of dolphin and wahoo

Regarding Dolphin Wahoo Amendment 5:

Actionl

The AP did not make a motion regarding Action 1 to revise the ABCs, ACLs, and ACTs for
dolphin and wahoo. The discussion was in favor of recommending the proposed changes
(Alternative 2), however they decided no motion was necessary.

Action 2

The AP discussed this action to revise the AMs for dolphin and wahoo as separate species. For
wahoo, the AP decided that given the nature of the species, it was best to recommend that the
AM be triggered for both sectors only if the stock was overfished and the total ACL is exceeded.

MOTION: Recommend the Council approve Alternatives 4 and 7 as preferred alternatives for
Action 2 for wahoo only. Motion passes 12 - 0.

Regarding dolphin, the AP decided that the current AM trigger for dolphin is sufficient and that it
did not need to be changed for either sector.

MOTION: Recommend the Council the select alternative 1 as the preferred alternative for
dolphin for both commercial and recreational sectors with no payback because it is “annual
crop”. Motion passes 12-0.

MOTION: Request the Council approve the bag limit sale of dolphin and wahoo by
commercially licensed for-hire vessels. Motion passes 12-0.

Action 3

The AP discussed revising the sector allocations for dolphin. They decided that the average
landings of the past 5 fishing seasons, 2008-2012, was an appropriate time series for setting the
allocation for dolphin rather than using the formula used in the Comprehensive ACL
Amendment.

MOTION: Request the Council approve Alternative 4 of Action 3 as the preferred. Motion
passes 12-0.

Action 4

The AP discussed the proposed revisions to the framework in Action 4. In the discussion, there
was some concern by an AP member that Alternative 2 might streamline the process too much by
reducing the number of opportunities for the public to comment on proposed changes to ACLSs.

For this action only, the AP decided to vote on each alternative individually. Below are the
numbers of votes (out of 12) in favor of each alternative.

Alternative 1: 0 votes in favor
Alternative 2: 11 votes in favor
Alternative 3: 11 votes in favor



Action 5

The AP discussed the proposed trip commercial limits for dolphin. In light of the highly
migratory nature of dolphin based on data that were presented to them by Don Hammond (see
attached presentation), as well as the fact that the stock is neither overfished, nor is the total ACL
being exceeded, the AP decided this action is not necessary at this time.

MOTION: Recommend the Council select Alternative 1 under Action 5 as their preferred.
Motion passes 11 to 1.

Lastly, the AP discussed for-hire sale of dolphin and wahoo. The AP recommended that the
licensed for-hire sector ought to be allowed to sell dolphin and wahoo to licensed dealers.

For-hire sale of dolphin and wahoo

At this point, the AP had a discussion of for-hire sale of dolphin and wahoo. They were
concerned that in spite of the AP’s previous two unanimous requests, the Council failed to
include a provision to reinstate for-hire sales for dolphin and wahoo. Again, the AP stated their
desire to allow bag limit sales.
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Recoveries Off U.S. East Coast

Distribution of Recaptures Off U.5. East Coast
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Emerging Pattens

Florida In-state — 181 rsk tagzed and recovered off Florida’s east coast having a fiberty pericd of

iezs than 90 days.
General In-state— 28 Fish tameed mnd recoversd off same state having & liserty period of tess than 90 dgs

General Out-of-state — 117 fFish recoversd in the same yaar but o different statsferfitory as
taggec. 5
East Coast S-EI'LI'thE'rl"!.I' - 7 Fish havine 2 fiberty of no more than 60 daysdith 3 minimum distance
moved of 60 mies to the Sgurthl

Florida E-Eﬂ#i-aﬂnual WVisit — 11 Fuh tameed and récovered -:-'I"I’F=:-":ag-"r; the same calendar

Ehaving 3 fiberty of 90 days o7 g
East CoastReturn M igrﬂﬂr recowened N a subseguent year ‘I:;‘I:l't" rebezse on the
" zame coastftertitory as tagzed having a fberty of 120 days or more.

International DiSpEI’SElS — 135 Fish tammed off US. East Cosst and recovered in distant
interpational waters or thoss belonging to other nations

Bahamas to U.5. East Coast — 11 Fish tazz=d in Bahamian waters and recovered off East Coast.
Bahamas lr‘l-'IZEFFI'tDr":,-’—E Tagz=d and recovered the same year in Bahamian waters.
Bahamas Ton gue of Ocean Li NEering — 23 Tzz=d and recovered in the Tonzue in same year.




Observed Movement F requen cles

Distribution of Recaptures Based on Movement Classification
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Elorida In-State Movement

Fish taeped and rpgoovenetloff Florida’s east coast having @ iberty period of bess than 90 days

Florid In-state Recaptures Daily Rate of Travel
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gf;‘sfzﬂmf In .Smw/‘ﬂ’mtmjy Movements

F.-;I-1=.;.=... :r:.'lre :-'..'e-e"' dﬂ"fs-:m'a spte;‘l:e"'*tc-r.' hawving a fiberty pericd of less than 90 days.
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Puerto Rico In-Territory Movements
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Pwrfﬁ Rico Out-of-Territory
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E{Lﬂf_{:ﬂﬂ&ﬁ\ Sﬂutﬁer@ Movement

Fshl}:#n,;:i.ben:' ufb-:- TeOge ﬂ'.':'n- -Eﬂ-:!a‘psv.r-tl'*a'r nirrum distance moved of B0 miles to the south.




Flovida Semi-Annual Revisits

Feh Eimed and recoered off Borida during the same calendar year having 2 Bberty of 80 days or more.
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