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Background on waypoints issue for Coral HAPCs
NE Region
NW Region
SAFMC Internet Mapping System
Snapper Grouper 17A alternatives



Spring 2009 – NOAA OLE indicated that the 220-waypoint boundary 
created an enforceability issue. 

June 2009 -- SERO presented 60-waypoint and 19-waypoint 
alternatives to Council.

Council chose not to make any changes but recommended 
consultation with APs and NGOs to consider minimizing the number of 
waypoints.



August 2009 – LEAP recommended that the Council  present 
SERO’s 19-point alternative to other APs for consideration.

September 2009 – CE-BA 1 approved for submission to 
Secretary.

December 2009 – NOA  for FEIS published on December 11.  
Comment period ended January 11, 2010.

February 2010 – NOA  for Amendment and Proposed Rule 
pending



Original 220-point boundary

Points along the EEZ were 
removed after June 2009 
meeting



Proposed 19-point line 
deviates from original

Loss and gain of habitat, 
especially to North and 
South







Several area closures whose boundaries are defined by multiple 
waypoints (i.e., Sea Scallop Harvest Areas).

Vessels are required to carry VMS.

NOAA Fisheries staff develops shapefile and provide to VMS 
office. The GIS information is entered into the VMS system by a 
contractor.

Enforcement of closed areas is effective and cases have been 
made based on VMS information.



In 2002 Rockfish Conservations Areas were established and 
discussions about expanding the number of areas took place.

The Council approved establishing two closed areas 
(rectangular polygons with few waypoints) and agreed to 
establish additional areas contingent on a VMS requirement for 
the limited entry fleet.  The Council formed an Ad Hoc VMS 
Committee.

NMFS, in consultation with the Council and the Ad Hoc VMS 
Committee, prepared an EA for a pilot VMS program for 2003.



VMS was implemented in 2004 for the limited entry fleet. 
More RCAs were established thereafter, including the depth-
based closures defined by hundreds of waypoints (i.e., 125 fm 
contour defined by 350 points).

VMS program has since been expanded for the open access 
portion of the fishery (Attachment 2).

There are different closures for rec and commercial sectors. 
Recreational vessels are not required to carry VMS but they do 
not operate in the same areas as the commercial fleets.

Coordinates are now available online in comma-delimited files 
that can be downloaded into a vessel’s GPS system



Boundary Number of
Samples Coordinates
Depth Contours Canada to Mexico
• 20fm (37m) 112
• 30fm (55m) 333
• 40 fm (75m) 212
• 50 fm (91m) 195

(Note: hundreds of of additional pages 
of published coordinates for Closed 
Areas including EFH Closures)



Base 148
Nihoa Island SPA 368
Ecological Reserve 62

(23 pages of additional coordinates)



Number of  Coordinates: 113





The information is FGDC compliant and presented in formats accepted in 
GIS community. 

View and download maps of existing and proposed managed areas 
including Deepwater CHAPCs, MPAs, etc.

Downloadable Arc GIS Shapefiles, KMZ files (viewable in Google 
earth), and tables of coordinates

Existing and proposed regulations are also provided through a new 
ArcGIS Service - SAFMC Regulations
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