For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is
proposed to be amended as follows:
PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC

1. The authority citation for part 622 continues to read
as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

2. In ' 622.1, paragraph (b), Table 1, footnote 4 is
revised to read as follows:

§ 622.1 Purpose and Scope.

* Kk k* * %

(b)***

Table 1.--FMPs Implemented Under Part 622

*x Kk K * *x *x %

“Black sea bass and scup are not managed by the FMP or
regulated by this part north of 35°15.9' N. lat., the latitude
of Cape Hatteras Light, NC.

x *x K K *

3. In § 622.2, the definition for "South Atlantic shallow-

water grouper (SASWG)" is revised to read as follows:

§ 622.2 Definitions and acronyms.

*x Kk k* * %

South Atlantic shallow-water grouper (SASWG) means, in the

South Atlantic, gag, black grouper, red grouper, scamp, red
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hind, rock hind, yellowmouth grouper, yellowfin grouper,
graysby, and coney.
* *x K K *

4., In ' 622.4, the first sentence in paragraph (a) (2) (vii)
is revised to read as follows:

§ 622.4 Permits and fees.

(vii) Wreckfish. For a person aboard a vessel to be
eligible for exemption from the bag limits for wreckfish in or
from the South Atlantic EEZ, to fish under a quota for wreckfish
in or from the South Atlantic EEZ, or to sell wreckfish in or
from the South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for
wreckfish and a commercial permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper must have been issued to the vessel and must be on
board. * * *

x *x K K *

5. In § 622.5, paragraphs (a) (1) (iv) (C) (2) and (c) (5) (iii)

are revised to read as follows:

§ 622.5 Recordkeeping and reporting.

*x Kk k* * %



(2) Make available to an authorized officer upon request
all records of commercial offlocadings, purchases, or sales of

wreckfish.

*x Kk k* * %

(iii) A dealer who has been issued a dealer permit for
wreckfish, as required under § 622.4(a) (4), must make available
commercial offloadings, purchases, or sales of wreckfish.

x *x K K *

6. In § 622.15, paragraphs (c) (4) and (d) (3) and (4) are

revised to read as follows:

§ 622.15 Wreckfish individual transferable quota (ITQ) system.

*x Kk k* * %

(c) * * *
(4) Wreckfish may not be possessed on board a fishing
vessel that has been issued a commercial vessel permit for South

Atlantic snapper-grouper and a commercial vessel permit for
wreckfish--
(i) In an amount exceeding the total of the ITQ coupons on

board the vessel; or



(ii) That does not have on board logbook forms for that
fishing trip, as required under § 622.5(a) (1) (iv) (C) (1) .

* *x K K *

(d) * * *

(3) A wreckfish harvested by a vessel that has been issued
a commercial vessel permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper
and a commercial vessel permit for wreckfish may be offloaded
from a fishing vessel only between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., local
time.

(4) If a wreckfish harvested by a vessel that has been
issued a commercial vessel permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper and a commercial vessel permit for wreckfish is to be
offloaded at a location other than a fixed facility of a dealer
who holds a dealer permit for wreckfish, as required under §
622.4(a) (4), the wreckfish shareholder or the vessel operator
must advise NMFS Office for Law Enforcement, Southeast Region,
St. Petersburg, FL, by telephone (727-824-5344), of the location
not less than 24 hours prior to offloading.

7. In § 622.35, paragraph (g) (1) (i) is revised, the first
sentence in paragraph (j) 1is revised, and paragraph (p) is added
to read as follows:

§ 622.35 Atlantic EEZ seasonal and/or area closures.

*x Kk k* * %



(i) No person may harvest pelagic sargassum in the South
Atlantic EEZ between 36°33'01.0" N. lat. (directly east from the
Virginia/North Carolina boundary) and 34° N. lat., within 100
nautical miles east of the North Carolina coast.

x *x K K *

(3) * * * During January through April each year, no person
may fish for, harvest, or possess in or from the South Atlantic
EEZ any SASWG (gag, black grouper, red grouper, scamp, red hind,
rock hind, yellowmouth grouper, yellowfin grouper, graysby, and
coney) . * * *

*x Kk k* * %

(p) Closures of the recreational sector for wreckfish. The

recreational sector for wreckfish in or from the South Atlantic
EEZ is closed from January 1 through June 30 and September 1
through December 31, each year. During a closure, the bag and
possession limit for wreckfish in or from the South Atlantic EEZ
is zero.

8. In § 622.37, paragraph (e) (1) (iii) and paragraph (h)
are revised to read as follows:

§ 622.37 Size limits.

*x Kk k* * %



(iii) Blackfin, cubera, dog, gray, mahogany, queen, silk,

and yellowtail snappers--12 inches (30.5 cm), TL.

*x Kk k* * %

(h) Dolphin in the Atlantic off Florida, Georgia, and South

Carolina--20 inches (50.8 cm), fork length.
9. In § 622.39, paragraph (d) (1) (viii) is revised and
paragraph (d) (1) (x) is added to read as follows:

§ 622.39 Bag and possession limits.

*x Kk k* * %

(viii) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, combined--20.
However, excluded from this 20-fish bag limit are tomtate, blue
runner, ecosystem component species (specified in Table 4 of
Appendix A to part 622), and those specified in paragraphs
(d) (1) (1) through (vii) and paragraphs (xi) and (x) of this
section.

*x Kk k* * %

(x) No more than one fish per vessel may be a wreckfish.

*x Kk k* * %



10. In § 622.42, the last sentence of the introductory
paragraph in paragraph (e), paragraphs (e) (1) through (e) (8),
and the first sentence of paragraph (f) are revised to read as
follows:

§ 622.42 Quotas.
x *x K K *

(e) * * * The quotas are specified in gutted weight, that

is, eviscerated but otherwise whole, and in round weight.

*x Kk k* * %

(1) Snowy grouper--82,900 1b (37,603 kg), gutted weight;

97,822 1b (44,371 kg), round weight.

(2) Golden tilefish--282,819 1b (128,284 kg), gutted

weight; 316,757 1lb (143,679 kg), round weight.

(3) Greater amberjack--833,454 1b (378,048 kg), gutted

weight; 866,792 1lb (393,170 kg), round weight.

(4) Vermilion snapper. (i) For the period January through

June each year--315,523 1lb (143,119 kg), gutted weight; 350,231
1b (158,862 kg), round weight.

(ii) For the period July through December each year--
302,523 1b (137,222 kg), gutted weight; 335,801 1b (152,317 kg),
round weight.

(iii) Any unused portion of the gquota specified in

paragraph (e) (4) (1) of this section will be added to the quota
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specified in paragraph (e) (4) (ii) of this section. Any unused

portion of the quota specified in paragraph (e) (4) (ii) of this

section, including any addition of quota specified in paragraph
(e) (4) (1) of this section that was unused, will become void and
will not be added to any subsequent quota.

(5) Black sea bass--309,000 1b (140,160 kg), gutted weight;

364,620 1b (165,389 kg), round weight.

(6) Red porgy--190,050 1b (86,205 kg), gutted weight;
197,652 1b (89,653 kg), round weight.

(7) Gag--352,940 1b (160,091 kg), gutted weight; 416,469 1b
(188,907 kg), round weight.

(8) Gag, black grouper, and red grouper, combined--662,403

1b (300,461 kg), gutted weight; 781,636 l1lb (354,544 kg), round
weight.

(f) Wreckfish. The quota for wreckfish applies to
wreckfish shareholders, or their employees, contractors, or
agents, and is 237,500 1b (107,728 kg), round weight. * * *

x *x K K *

11. In § 622.43, paragraph (a) (6) is removed and reserved
and the heading of paragraph (a) (5) is revised to read as
follows:

§ 622.43 Closures.

(a)***



(5) South Atlantic gag, black grouper, red grouper, greater

amberjack, snowy grouper, golden tilefish, vermilion snapper,

black sea bass, red porgy, and wreckfish. * * *

*x * k% * x
12. In § 622.45, the first sentence in paragraph (d) (8)
and paragraph (i) (2) are revised to read as follows:

§ 622.45 Restrictions on sale/purchase.

x *x K K *

(d) * * *

(8) During January through April, no person may sell or
purchase a gag, black grouper, red grouper, scamp, red hind,
rock hind, yellowmouth grouper, yellowfin grouper, graysby, or
coney harvested or possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ or, if
harvested or possessed by a vessel for which a valid Federal
commercial permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been
issued, harvested from the South Atlantic, i.e., in state or
Federal waters. * * *

x *x K K *

(i)***

(2) In addition to the provisions of paragraph (i) (1) of
this section, a person may not sell dolphin under the bag limit
or any wahoo harvested in the Atlantic EEZ by a vessel while it

is operating as a charter vessel or headboat.
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* Kk k* * %

13. In § 622.49, the heading of § 622.49 is revised;
paragraphs (b) (1), (b) (2), (b) (3), (b) (4), (b)(5), and (b) (6)
are revised; and paragraphs (b) (7) through (21) and paragraphs
(e) through (g) are added to read as follows:

§ 622.49 Annual Catch Limits (ACLs) and Accountability measures

(AMs) .

(b)***

(1) Golden tilefish--(i) Commercial sector. If commercial

landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to
reach the quota specified in § 622.42(e) (2), the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings, as

estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational annual catch limit
(ACL) of 1,578 fish, the AA will file a notification with the
Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the
following fishing year, to reduce the length of the following
recreational fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure
recreational landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the
following fishing year. Recreational landings will be evaluated
relative to the ACL based on a moving multi-year average of

landings, as described in the FMP.
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(2) Snowy Grouper--(i) Commercial sector. If commercial

landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to
reach the quota specified in § 622.42(e) (1), the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings, as

estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 523 fish,
the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing
year, to reduce the length of the following recreational fishing
season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational landings
do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following fishing
year. Recreational landings will be evaluated relative to the
ACL based on a moving multi-year average of landings, as
described in the FMP.

(3) Gag--(i) Commercial sector. If commercial landings, as

estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the quota
specified in § 622.42(e) (7), the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial
sector for gag and all other SASWG for the remainder of the
fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If recreational landings, as

estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the
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recreational ACL of 340,060 1lb (154,249 kg), gutted weight, and
gag are overfished, based on the most recent Status of U.S.
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register to close the gag
recreational sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On
and after the effective date of such notification, the bag and
possession limit for gag in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is
zero. This bag and possession limit also applies in the South
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal charter
vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper—-grouper has
been issued, without regard to where such species were
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal waters.

(B) Without regard to overfished status, if gag
recreational landings exceed the ACL, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near
the beginning of the following fishing year, to reduce the ACL
for that fishing year by the amount of the overage.

(C) Recreational landings will be evaluated relative to the
ACL based on a moving multi-year average of landings, as
described in the FMP.

(4) Gag, black grouper, and red grouper, combined-- (i)

Commercial sector. If commercial landings, as estimated by the

SRD, reach or are projected to reach the quota specified in §
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622.42 (e) (8), the AA will file a notification with the Office of
the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for gag,
black grouper, red grouper and all other SASWG for the remainder
of the fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If recreational landings, as

estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the
combined recreational ACL of 648,663 1lb (294,229 kg), gutted
weight, and gag, black grouper, or red grouper are overfished,
based on the most recent Status of U.S. Fisheries Report to
Congress, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register to close the recreational sector for gag, black
grouper, and red grouper for the remainder of the fishing year.
On and after the effective date of such notification, the bag
and possession limit of gag, black grouper, and red grouper in
or from the South Atlantic EEZ is zero. This bag and possession
limit also applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for
which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for South
Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to
where such species were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal
waters.

(B) Without regard to overfished status, if gag, black
grouper, and red grouper recreational landings exceed the

combined ACL, the AA will file a notification with the Office of
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the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the following
fishing year, to reduce the combined ACL for that fishing year
by the amount of the overage.

(C) Recreational landings will be evaluated relative to the
ACL based on a moving multi-year average of landings, as
described in the FMP.

(5) Black sea bass—--(1) Commercial sector. If commercial

landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to
reach the quota specified in § 622.42(e) (5), the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If recreational landings, as

estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the
recreational ACL of 409,000 1b (185,510 kg), gutted weight, and
black sea bass are overfished, based on the most recent Status
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
the recreational sector for black sea bass for the remainder of
the fishing year. On and after the effective date of such
notification, the bag and possession limit of black sea bass in
or from the South Atlantic EEZ is zero. This bag and possession
limit also applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for

which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for South
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Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to
where such species were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal
waters.

(B) Without regard to overfished status, if black sea bass
recreational landings exceed the ACL, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near
the beginning of the following fishing year, to reduce the ACL
for that fishing year by the amount of the overage.

(C) Recreational landings will be evaluated relative to the
ACL based on a moving multi-year average of landings, as
described in the FMP.

(6) Vermilion snapper--(i) Commercial sector. If

commercial landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are
projected to reach the quota specified in § 622.42(e) (4) (i) or
(1i), the AA will file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register to close the commercial sector for that portion
of the fishing year applicable to the respective quota.

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If recreational landings, as

estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the
recreational ACL of 307,315 1b (139,396 kg), gutted weight, and
vermilion snapper are overfished, based on the most recent
Status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a

notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
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the recreational sector for vermilion snapper for the remainder
of the fishing year. On and after the effective date of such
notification, the bag and possession limit of vermilion snapper
in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is zero. This bag and
possession limit also applies in the South Atlantic on board a
vessel for which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without
regard to where such species were harvested, i.e., in state or
Federal waters.

(B) Without regard to overfished status, if vermilion
snapper recreational landings exceed the ACL, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near
the beginning of the following fishing year, to reduce the ACL
for that fishing year by the amount of the overage.

(C) Recreational landings will be evaluated relative to the
ACL based on a moving multi-year average of landings, as
described in the FMP.

(7) Black grouper--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial

landings for black grouper, as estimated by the SRD, reach or
are projected to reach the applicable ACL in paragraph

(b) (7) (1) (C) of this section, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial

sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On and after the
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effective date of such a notification, all sale and purchase of
black grouper is prohibited and harvest and possession of this
species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag
and possession limit. This bag and possession limit applies in
the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal
charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species
were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and black
grouper are overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S.
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the
beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL for
that following year by the amount of the overage in the prior
fishing year.

(C) The applicable commercial ACLs, in round weight, are
90,575 1b (41,084 kg) for 2012, 94,571 1b (42,897 kg) for 2013,
and 96,844 1lb (43,928 kg) for 2014 and subsequent fishing years.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

black grouper, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the applicable
ACL, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register, to reduce the length of the following

recreational fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure
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recreational landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the
following fishing year, unless the best scientific information
available determines that a reduction in the length of the
following fishing season is unnecessary. The applicable
recreational ACLs, in round weight, are 155,020 1b (70,316 kg)
for 2012, 161,859 1b (73,418 kg) for 2013, and 165,750 1b
(75,183 kg) for 2014 and subsequent fishing years.

(8) Deep-water complex (including yellowedge grouper,

blueline tilefish, silk snapper, misty grouper, gueen snapper,

sand tilefish, black snapper, and blackfin snapper)--(1i)

Commercial sector--(A) If commercial landings for the deep-water

complex, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to
reach the commercial ACL of 343,869 1b (155,976 kg), round
weight, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register to close the commercial sector for the
remainder of the fishing year. On and after the effective date
of such a notification, all sale and purchase of deep-water
complex species i1s prohibited and harvest and possession of
these species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to
the bag and possession limit. This bag and possession limit
applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a
valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic

snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such
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species were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and at least one
of the species in the deep-water complex is overfished, based on
the most recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the
AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing year
to reduce the ACL for that following year by the amount of the
overage in the prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for the

deep-water complex, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the
recreational ACL of 332,039 1b (150,610 kg), round weight, the
AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
Register, to reduce the length of the following recreational
fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational
landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following
fishing year, unless the best scientific information available
determines that a reduction in the length of the following
fishing season is unnecessary.

(9) Scamp--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial

landings for scamp, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are
projected to reach the commercial ACL of 341,636 1lb (154,963
kg), round weight, the AA will file a notification with the

Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial sector
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for the remainder of the fishing year. On and after the
effective date of such a notification, all sale and purchase of
scamp 1s prohibited and harvest and possession of this species
in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag and
possession limit. This bag and possession limit applies in the
South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal
charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species
were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and scamp are
overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S. Fisheries
Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification with the
Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the
following fishing year to reduce the ACL for that following year
by the amount of the overage in the prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

scamp, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of
150,936 1b (68,463 kg), round weight, the AA will file a

notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce
the length of the following recreational fishing season by the
amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed
the recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the

best scientific information available determines that a
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reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(10) Other SWG combined (including red hind, rock hind,

yellowmouth grouper, yellowfin grouper, coney, and graysby)-- (i)

Commercial sector--(A) If commercial landings for other SWG, as

estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the
commercial ACL of 49,488 1b (22,447 kg), round weight, the AA
will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register
to close the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing
year. On and after the effective date of such a notification,
all sale and purchase of other SWG is prohibited and harvest and
possession of these species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is
limited to the bag and possession limit. This bag and
possession limit applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel
for which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard
to where such species were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal
waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and at least one
of the species in the other SWG complex is overfished, based on
the most recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the
AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal

Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing year
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to reduce the ACL for that following year by the amount of the
overage in the prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

other SWG, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL
of 48,329 1b (21,922 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce
the length of the following recreational fishing season by the
amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed
the recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the
best scientific information available determines that a
reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(11) Greater amberjack--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If

commercial landings for greater amberjack, as estimated by the
SRD, reach or are projected to reach the quota specified in §
022.42 (e) (3), the AA will file a notification with the Office of
the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for the
remainder of the fishing year.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and greater
amberjack are overfished, based on the most recent status of
U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near

the beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL
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for that following year by the amount of the overage in the
prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

greater amberjack, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the
recreational ACL of 1,101,208 1b (499,500 kg), round weight, the
AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
Register, to reduce the length of the following recreational
fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational
landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following
fishing year, unless the best scientific information available
determines that a reduction in the length of the following
fishing season is unnecessary.

(12) Lesser amberjack, almaco jack, and banded rudderfish,

combined-- (i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial landings for

lesser amberjack, almaco jack, and banded rudderfish, combined,
as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the
commercial ACL of 193,999 1b (87,996 kg), round weight, the AA
will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register
to close the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing
year. On and after the effective date of such a notification,
all sale and purchase of lesser amberjack, almaco jack, and
banded rudderfish is prohibited and harvest and possession of

these species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to
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the bag and possession limit. This bag and possession limit
applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a
valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such
species were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and at least one
of the species in the complex (lesser amberjack, almaco jack,
and banded rudderfish) is overfished, based on the most recent
status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near
the beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL
for that following year by the amount of the overage in the
prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

lesser amberjack, almaco jack, and banded rudderfish, combined,
as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 261,490
1b (118,610 kg), round weight, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce the length of
the following recreational fishing season by the amount
necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed the
recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the best
scientific information available determines that a reduction in

the length of the following fishing season is unnecessary.
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(13) Bar jack--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial

landings for bar jack, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are
projected to reach the commercial ACL of 6,686 1b (3,033 kg),
round weight, the AA will file a notification with the Office of
the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for the
remainder of the fishing year. On and after the effective date
of such a notification, all sale and purchase of bar jack is
prohibited and harvest and possession of this species in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag and possession
limit. This bag and possession limit applies in the South
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal charter
vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper—-grouper has
been issued, without regard to where such species were
harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and bar jack is
overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S. Fisheries
Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification with the
Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the
following fishing year to reduce the ACL for that following year
by the amount of the overage in the prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for bar

jack, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of

13,834 1b (6,275 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
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notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce
the length of the following recreational fishing season by the
amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed
the recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the
best scientific information available determines that a
reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(14) Yellowtail snapper--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If

commercial landings for yellowtail snapper, as estimated by the
SRD, reach or are projected to reach the commercial ACL of
1,142,657 1b (518,300 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On
and after the effective date of such a notification, all sale
and purchase of yellowtail snapper is prohibited and harvest and
possession of this species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is
limited to the bag and possession limit. This bag and
possession limit applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel
for which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard
to where such species were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal
waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and yellowtail
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snapper is overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S.
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the
beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL for
that following year by the amount of the overage in the prior
fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

yvellowtail snapper, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the
recreational ACL of 1,031,218 1b (467,753 kg), round weight, the
AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
Register, to reduce the length of the following recreational
fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational
landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following
fishing year, unless the best scientific information available
determines that a reduction in the length of the following
fishing season is unnecessary.

(15) Mutton snapper--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If

commercial landings for mutton snapper, as estimated by the SRD,
reach or are projected to reach the commercial ACL of 157,743 1b
(71,551 kg), round weight, the AA will file a notification with
the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial
sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On and after the

effective date of such a notification, all sale and purchase of
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mutton snapper is prohibited and harvest and possession of this
species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag
and possession limit. This bag and possession limit applies in
the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal
charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species
were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and mutton
snapper are overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S.
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the
beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL for
that following year by the amount of the overage in the prior
fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

mutton snapper, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational
ACL of 768,857 1lb (348,748 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce
the length of the following recreational fishing season by the
amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed
the recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the
best scientific information available determines that a

reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
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unnecessary.

(16) Other snappers combined (including cubera snapper,

gray shapper, lane snapper, dog snapper, and mahogany snapper) --

(i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial landings for other

snappers, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to
reach the commercial ACL of 204,552 1b (92,783 kg), round
weight, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register to close the commercial sector for the
remainder of the fishing year. On and after the effective date
of such a notification, all sale and purchase of other snappers
is prohibited and harvest and possession of these species in or
from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag and possession
limit. This bag and possession limit applies in the South
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal charter
vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper—-grouper has
been issued, without regard to where such species were
harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and at least one
of the species in the other snappers complex is overfished,
based on the most recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report to
Congress, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the following

fishing year to reduce the ACL for that following year by the
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amount of the overage in the prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

other snappers, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational
ACL of 882,388 1b (400,244 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce
the length of the following recreational fishing season by the
amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed
the recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the
best scientific information available determines that a
reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(17) Gray triggerfish--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If

commercial landings for gray triggerfish, as estimated by the
SRD, reach or are projected to reach the commercial ACL of
305,262 1b (138,465 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On
and after the effective date of such a notification, all sale
and purchase of gray triggerfish is prohibited and harvest and
possession of this species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is
limited to the bag and possession limit. This bag and
possession limit applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel

for which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for
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South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard
to where such species were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal
waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and gray
triggerfish are overfished, based on the most recent status of
U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near
the beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL
for that following year by the amount of the overage in the
prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

gray triggerfish, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the
recreational ACL of 367,303 1lb (166,606 kg), round weight, the
AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
Register, to reduce the length of the following recreational
fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational
landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following
fishing year, unless the best scientific information available
determines that a reduction in the length of the following
fishing season is unnecessary.

(18) Wreckfish--(i) Commercial sector. The ITQ program for

wreckfish in the South Atlantic serves as the accountability

measures for commercial wreckfish. The commercial ACL for
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wreckfish is equal to the commercial quota specified in §
622.42 (f) .

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

wreckfish, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL
of 12,500 1b (5,670 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce
the length of the following recreational fishing season by the
amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed
the recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the
best scientific information available determines that a
reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(19) Blue runner—- (i) Commercial sector—--(A) If commercial

landings for blue runner, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are
projected to reach the commercial ACL of 188,329 1b (85,425 kg),
round weight, the AA will file a notification with the Office of
the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for the
remainder of the fishing year. On and after the effective date
of such a notification, all sale and purchase of blue runner is
prohibited and harvest and possession of this species in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag and possession
limit. This bag and possession limit applies in the South

Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal charter
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vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper—-grouper has
been issued, without regard to where such species were
harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and blue runner
are overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S.
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the
beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL for
that following year by the amount of the overage in the prior
fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

blue runner, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational
ACL of 1,101,612 1b (499,683 kg), round weight, the AA will file
a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to
reduce the length of the following recreational fishing season
by the amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not
exceed the recreational ACL in the following fishing year,
unless the best scientific information available determines that
a reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(20) Atlantic spadefish--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If

commercial landings for Atlantic spadefish, as estimated by the

SRD, reach or are projected to reach the commercial ACL of
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36,476 1b (16,545 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On
and after the effective date of such a notification, all sale
and purchase of Atlantic spadefish is prohibited and harvest and
possession of this species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is
limited to the bag and possession limit. This bag and
possession limit applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel
for which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard
to where such species were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal
waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and Atlantic
spadefish are overfished, based on the most recent status of
U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near
the beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL
for that following year by the amount of the overage in the
prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

Atlantic spadefish, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the
recreational ACL of 246,365 1b (111,749 kg), round weight, the

AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
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Register, to reduce the length of the following recreational
fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational
landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following
fishing year, unless the best scientific information available
determines that a reduction in the length of the following
fishing season is unnecessary.

(21) Hogfish--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial

landings for hogfish, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are
projected to reach the commercial ACL of 48,772 1lb (22,123 kqg),
round weight, the AA will file a notification with the Office of
the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for the
remainder of the fishing year. On and after the effective date
of such a notification, all sale and purchase of hogfish is
prohibited and harvest and possession of this species in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag and possession
limit. This bag and possession limit applies in the South
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal charter
vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper—-grouper has
been issued, without regard to where such species were
harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and hogfish are
overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S. Fisheries

Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification with the
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Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the
following fishing year to reduce the ACL for that following year
by the amount of the overage in the prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

hogfish, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of
98,866 1lb (44,845 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce
the length of the following recreational fishing season by the
amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed
the recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the
best scientific information available determines that a
reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(22) Red porgy--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial

landings for red porgy, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are
projected to reach the quota specified in § 622.42(e) (6), the AA
will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register
to close the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing
year.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and red porgy
are overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S.
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification

with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the
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beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL for
that following year by the amount of the overage in the prior
fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for red

porgy, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of
197,652 1b (89,653 kg), round weight, the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce
the length of the following recreational fishing season by the
amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed
the recreational ACL in the following fishing year, unless the
best scientific information available determines that a
reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(23) Jolthead porgy, knobbed porgy, whitebone porgy, scup,

and saucereye porgy--(i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial

landings for jolthead porgy, knobbed porgy, whitebone porgy,
scup, and saucereye porgy, combined, as estimated by the SRD,
reach or are projected to reach the commercial ACL of 35,129 1b
(15,934 kg), round weight, the AA will file a notification with
the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial
sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On and after the
effective date of such a notification, all sale and purchase of

jolthead porgy, knobbed porgy, whitebone porgy, scup, and
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saucereye porgy, 1is prohibited and harvest and possession of
these species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to
the bag and possession limit. This bag and possession limit
applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a
valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such
species were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and at least one
of the species in the complex is overfished, based on the most
recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will
file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at
or near the beginning of the following fishing year to reduce
the ACL for that following year by the amount of the overage in
the prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

jolthead porgy, knobbed porgy, whitebone porgy, scup, and
saucereye porgy, combined, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the
recreational ACL of 112,485 1b (51,022 kg), round weight, the AA
will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
Register, to reduce the length of the following recreational
fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational
landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following

fishing year, unless the best scientific information available
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determines that a reduction in the length of the following
fishing season is unnecessary.

(24) White grunt, sailor's choice, tomtate, and margate,

combined-- (i) Commercial sector--(A) If commercial landings for

white grunt, sailor's choice, tomtate, and margate, combined, as
estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the
commercial ACL of 214,624 1b (97,352 kg), round weight, the AA
will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register
to close the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing
year. On and after the effective date of such a notification,
all sale and purchase of white grunt, sailor's choice, tomtate,
and margate, is prohibited and harvest and possession of these
species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag
and possession limit. This bag and possession limit applies in
the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal
charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species
were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and at least one
of the species in the complex is overfished, based on the most
recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will
file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at

or near the beginning of the following fishing year to reduce
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the ACL for that following year by the amount of the overage in
the prior fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

white grunt, sailor's choice, tomtate, and margate, as estimated
by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 562,151 1lb (254,987
kg), round weight, the AA will file a notification with the
Office of the Federal Register, to reduce the length of the
following recreational fishing season by the amount necessary to
ensure recreational landings do not exceed the recreational ACL
in the following fishing year, unless the best scientific
information available determines that a reduction in the length
of the following fishing season is unnecessary.

*x Kk k* * %

(e) Atlantic dolphin--(i) Commercial sector. If commercial

landings for Atlantic dolphin, as estimated by the SRD, reach or
are projected to reach the commercial ACL of 1,065,524 1b
(483,314 kg), round weight, the AA will file a notification with
the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial
sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On and after the
effective date of such a notification, all sale and purchase of
Atlantic dolphin is prohibited and harvest and possession of
this species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the

bag and possession limit. This bag and possession limit applies
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in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid
Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such
species were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

Atlantic dolphin, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the
recreational ACL of 13,530,692 1b (6,137,419 kg), round weight,
the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal
Register, to reduce the length of the following recreational
fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational
landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following
fishing year, unless the best scientific information available
determines that a reduction in the length of the following
fishing season is unnecessary.

(f) Atlantic wahoo--(1) Commercial sector. If commercial

landings for Atlantic wahoo, as estimated by the SRD, reach or
are projected to reach the commercial ACL of 64,147 1lb (29,097
kg), round weight, the AA will file a notification with the
Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial sector
for the remainder of the fishing year. On and after the
effective date of such a notification, all sale and purchase of
Atlantic wahoo is prohibited and harvest and possession of this

species in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag
41



and possession limit. This bag and possession limit applies in
the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal
charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species
were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational landings for

Atlantic wahoo, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational
ACL of 1,427,638 1b (647,566 kg), round weight, the AA will file
a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to
reduce the length of the following recreational fishing season
by the amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not
exceed the recreational ACL in the following fishing year,
unless the best scientific information available determines that
a reduction in the length of the following fishing season is
unnecessary.

(g) South Atlantic golden crab--(i) If commercial landings

for golden crab, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected
to reach the ACL of 2 million 1lb (907,185 kg), the AA will file
a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close
the golden crab fishery for the remainder of the fishing year.
On and after the effective date of such a notification, all
harvest, possession, sale and purchase of golden crab in or from

the South Atlantic EEZ is prohibited.
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(ii) If commercial landings exceed the ACL, and golden crab

are overfished, based on the most recent status of U.S.

Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification

with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the

beginning of the following fishing year to reduce the ACL for

that following year by the amount of the overage in the prior

fishing year.
14. In Appendix A to part 622, Table 4 is revised to
as follows:
Appendix A to part 622--Species Tables
x *x K K *
Table 4 of Appendix A to Part 622--South Atlantic Snapper-
Grouper
Balistidae--Triggerfishes

Gray triggerfish, Balistes capriscus

Carangidae--Jacks

Blue runner, Caranx bartholomaei

Bar jack, Caranx ruber

Greater amberjack, Seriola dumerili

Lesser amberjack, Seriola fasciata

Almaco jack, Seriola rivoliana

Banded rudderfish, Seriola zonata

Ephippidae--Spadefishes
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Spadefish, Chaetodipterus faber

Haemulidae--Grunts

Margate, Haemulon album

Tomtate, Haemulon aurolineatum

Sailor's choice, Haemulon parrai

White grunt, Haemulon plumieri

Labridae--Wrasses

Hogfish, Lachnolaimus maximus

Lutjanidae--Snappers

Black snapper, Apsilus dentatus

Queen snapper, Etelis oculatus

Mutton snapper, Lutjanus analis

Blackfin snapper, Lutjanus buccanella

Red snapper, Lutjanus campechanus

Cubera snapper, Lutjanus cyanopterus

Gray snapper, Lutjanus griseus

Mahogany snapper, Lutjanus mahogoni

Dog snapper, Lutjanus jocu

Lane snapper, Lutjanus synagris

Silk snapper, Lutjanus vivanus

Yellowtail snapper, Ocyurus chrysurus

Vermilion snapper, Rhomboplites aurorubens

Malacanthidae—--Tilefishes
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Blueline tilefish, Caulolatilus microps

Golden tilefish, Lopholatilus chamaeleonticeps

Sand tilefish, Malacanthus plumieri

Percichthyidae--Temperate basses

Wreckfish, Polyprion americanus

Serranidae--Groupers

Rock hind, Epinephelus adscensionis

Graysby, Epinephelus cruentatus

Speckled hind, Epinephelus drummondhayi

Yellowedge grouper, Epinephelus flavolimbatus

Coney, Epinephelus fulwvus

Red hind, Epinephelus guttatus

Goliath grouper, Epinephelus itajara

Red grouper, Epinephelus morio

Misty grouper, Epinephelus mystacinus

Warsaw grouper, Epinephelus nigritus

Snowy grouper, Epinephelus niveatus

Nassau grouper, Epinephelus striatus

Black grouper, Mycteroperca bonaci

Yellowmouth grouper, Mycteroperca interstitialis

Gag, Mycteroperca microlepis

Scamp, Mycteroperca phenax

Yellowfin grouper, Mycteroperca venenosa
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Serranidae--Sea Basses

Black sea bass, Centropristis striata

Sparidae--Porgies

Grass porgy, Calamus arctifrons

Jolthead porgy, Calamus bajonado

Saucereye porgy, Calamus calamus

Whitebone porgy, Calamus leucosteus

Knobbed porgy, Calamus nodosus

Red porgy, Pagrus pagrus

Scup, Stenotomus chrysops

The following species are designated as ecosystem component
species:

Cottonwick, Haemulon melanurum

Bank sea bass, Centropristis ocyurus

Rock sea bass, Centropristis philadelphica

Longspine porgy, Stenotomus caprinus

Ocean triggerfish, Canthidermis sufflamen

Schoolmaster, Lutjanus apodus
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