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Oculina Bank Experimental
Closed Area

* 1984 92 sq. mi. area designated as EFH —
bottom tending gear prohibited

* 1994 HAPC becomes Experimental Closed
Area — snapper grouper fishing prohibited

® 1996 Anchoring restrictions expanded and
larger area closed to rock shrimp trawling

2000 HAPC expanded to 300 sq. mi.

e 2004 ECA extended indefinitely with

periodic review

Oculina Habitat Area of Particular Concern
I: Expanded Oculina Bank and Satellite HAPCs
(Coral FMP Regulations Effective June 2000 - Present)

Oculina Experimental Closed Area
(Snapper Grouper FMP Regulations Effective June 1994 - Present)
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Oculina Bank Experimental
Closed Area

e Amendment 13A: effective
April 26, 2004 required OECA
Evaluation Plan that includes:

e Qutreach

Final

(] Resea rc h a n d M O n ito ri n g Oculina Evaluation Team Report

(Oeulina Experimental Closed Area)

e Law Enforcement

e 2007: Evaluation of Size and "
Configuration — Oculina Evaluation o e e
Team Report

e 2014: Re-evaluation of all

regulations
* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amendment 13A to the Snapper Grouper FMP required the development of an OECA Evaluation Plan that includes 1) Outreach, 2) Research and Monitoring, and 3) Law Enforcement components.  The Evaluation Plan was developed with input from the Council’s advisory panels, SSC and the newly established OECA Evaluation Team, consisting persons knowledgeable about the OECA including law enforcement personnel, research scientists, commercial fishermen, recreational fishermen, outreach experts, NGOs and Council staff.  Amendment 13A also included requirements for a three-year evaluation of the size and configuration of the OECA that occurred in 2007.  The Council considered the 2007 Oculina Evaluation Team Report before making a decision not to modify the size and configuration of the OECA.  In 2014, as required by Amendment 13C, the Council will re-evaluate all regulations for the OECA.


Outreach Overview 2004 - 2007

e 2004 — Oculina
outreach constituent
meetings held in Cape
Canaveral and Ft. Pierce §

 [nformal canvas
meetings with area
businesses, marinas

il i iy '\‘.;1'


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Based on input from presentations received during the December 2003 meeting of the Council’s Information and Education Advisory Panel, Council staff held constituent meetings with local fishermen, seafood dealers, bait and tackle business owners, local government officials and others involved in area marine resources to gather input on outreach needs and priorities.   Meetings were also held with research scientists involved in deepwater coral research to better coordinate outreach efforts with ongoing research and monitoring activities.  These meetings, funded through the Coral Reef Conservation Program, provided the basic components for the Oculina Outreach Evaluation Plan.  Appendix A to the Evaluation Plan includes additional details about the meetings, participants, and recommendations.


2004 Planning Meetings

e Harbor Branch
Oceanographic Institute

e NOAA Fisheries

e Port Canaveral Space
Authority

Allowed Interaction and
Discussion with local:
— Scientists
— Qutreach specialists
— Managers

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Presenter
Presentation Notes
2004 planning meetings were conducted in partnership with NOAA Fisheries SEFSC, NOAA NURP, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute, NASA, US Coast Guard, and research scientists involved in activities in and around the OECA.


Result: Outreach Plan

® Goal: Increase awareness and
understanding of the OECA to
the fishermen, citizens, and
visitors of central eastern
Florida and the U.S. Public.

e Objectives

e Assist in development of
OECA Evaluation Plan

e Campaign targeting
fishermen

e Broader media campaign
through partnerships

e Evaluation



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The outreach goal for the OECA Evaluation Plan is broad-based and can only be accomplished using an approach that involves both projects accomplished by Council staff and through partnerships with NOAA Fisheries, NOAA OLE, and ongoing research and monitoring efforts.


e OECA Evaluation Plan
completed in 2005

e Approach

e Objective 2: focus
campaignCouncil
initiated projects

e Partnership projects



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The outreach goal for the OECA Evaluation Plan is broad-based and can only be accomplished using an approach that involves both projects accomplished by Council staff and through partnerships with NOAA Fisheries, NOAA OLE, and ongoing research and monitoring efforts.


Council Initiated Projects

Objective 2: Campaign
targeting fishermen

1. Reprint SAFMC
Regulations Brochure

2. Work with fishing chart
mmanufacturers

3. Partner with FWC for
publications, mailings

4. News releases

5. Develop powerpoint
presentation

6. Oculina poster and rack
cards

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Project 1: Regulation Brochures

e SAFMC Federal Fishing

Regulations reprinted in

2007 — 40,000 copies
distributed.

Managed Areas/Qculina Bank and

SMZs

The Oculina Bank

Cauina varicoss, o ivory tree coral, is distributed along the
South Atlantic shelf with concentrations oceurring off the
central east coast of Florida. The deepwater form of this
species provides essential habitat to numersus fish species
including marny managed under the Snapper Grouper Fishery
tanagement Plan

The Oculina Bank, located approxdmately 15 nautical miles
off the coast of Ft. Pierce, Florida has been designated a
Habitat Area of Particular Concem (HAPC by the Council
Restrictions are in place to protect fragile Coufna coral found
in the area Within the HAPG is an Experimental Closed Area
with further restrictions to provide protection of snapper
grouper populations and associated Csulin coral.

Habitat Area of Particular Concemn HAPC):
Coordinates

The Cculina Bank HAPC encompasses
an area bounded on the north by 28°30°
M., on the south by 27°30' M., on the
east by the 100-fathom (183-meter)
contour. as shown on the latest edition
of MOAA chart 11460, and on the west
by S0°00" W long

Ceulee vancoss

Two satellite areas are adjacent, the first bounded on the
north by 28°30" N, on the south by 28°29° M., on the east
by B0°00° W, and on the west by B0°03 W, The second
satellte is bounded on the north by 28°17" M, an the south
by Z8°16" [, on the east by 80°00' W, and on the west by
B003' W These satellte areas have been cresdted to protect
concentrated areas of Coulina coral

Restrictions

In the HAPC, no person may.

1 Use abottom longline, bottom trand, dredge. pot or trap.

2. If aboard a fishing vessel. anchor. use an anchor and chain
or use a grapple and chain

3. Fish for rock shrimp or possess rock shrimp in or from the
area onh board a fishing vessel

4 Possess Ceulna coral

Special Management Zones

Inthe Counci's Special Maregerment
Zone (BM2) program, & person or egercy
possessirg & Corps of Ergineers pemit for
any artificial reef or fish attraction device

(or other modfication o habitat for the
purpese of fishing) may request thet the
Cournil designste the modified area and an
appropriate sumourding ares as an SMZ.
This zone may prokibit or restrict the use of
specific types of fishing gear tht are nct

compatible with the intent

Please contact the Counci

and applizable regulstions.

for the artificial reef or fich attraction device

Currently, there are ShiZs in the EEZ off
of Scuth Caroline, Geomgia, and Florida,

artificial reefs maraged under SMZ status

Vist wanw.safroc net for more information

The Oculina
Oculina Habitat Area of Particular Concern | Papp: ic locsted
) s i s S ABCe off the comst
[ cke ket rai ke ey of Ft. Pierce,
e | [
hmt o clandn s & resthictions are in
place to protect
- the Ceulin corel
R ard sy
grouper species
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BExperimental Closod Area Inside the HAPC:
Coordinates

Located within the Oculina Bank HAPC. the exparimental
closed area is bounded on the north by 27°53" M. on the
south by Z7°30° M., on the east by 7958 W, and on

the west by B0°00" W, This area is designed to aid in the
protection of shappsr grouper species and their associated
habitat, while providing researchars with an area to describe
the effects of prohibiting fishing for enapper grouper
species and the characteristics of an unfished resource area
protected from habitat damage.

Restrictions:

All restrictions within the HAPC apply. In adition, no
person may fish for snapper grouper species in the area

oF retain snapper grouper in or from the area. Any snapper
grouper taken incidentally by hook-and-ine gear must be
released immediately by cutting the line without removing the
fish from weater

of the parmittes

i fora listing of the

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Regulation Information

* |Inclusion in Deepwater
MPA Brochure

e 2013 Smartphone
Regulations App with
Oculina Bank
Regulations

l Know @ FREE South Atlantic Federal

Before Q

y

Fishing Regulations App

Heading offshore to fish in the South Atlantic region?
Don't get caught without the latest regulations.

Download your free App today!

Includes both commercial and recreational federal fishing regulations

ANDROID iPhone/iPad
available in available in
Goagle Play Store Apple Store

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Project 2: Fishing Charts

e Contacted local chart
WATERPROOF
manufacturers and

improved references to TO& T

OECA on printed charts. S i o o

e Need: Follow up with
electronic chart
manufacturers.

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Project 3: Work with FWC

e Feature article in 2007
FWC Saltwater Fishing
Regulations

e Need: Follow up with
additional feature

articles. W N
Oculina Bank:

Nature’s Hidden & & e -
i \ | Coral Treasure "= FishigNews
' F'ElgEf s Page &
Catch & Release
Page 11

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Projects 4 and 5: News Releases
and Powerpoint Presentation

* News releases following
Council action and media
stories associated with
research and monitoring

* Newsletter articles on
research and law
enforcement activities

 Need: Additional releases
and articles and Powerpoint
presentation

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Media coverage associated with research and monitoring.  (Reference media excursions that will be covered later).  Note that a powerpoint presentation was a low priority by the OET in 2007 report.


Project 6: Rack Cards and Poster

FISHING REGUIATIONS.

e QOver 10,000 copies of the FORTHE
rack cards have been
distributed:

— Area marinas, businesses

— FWC and NOAA OLE
Enforcement offices

OCULINA BANK

* Oculina Bank Habitat Area of
Particular Concern

* Oculina Experimental Closed Area

— Smithsonian Marine Station

— Public hearings and Council
meetings

111111

— Available for download

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rack cards have been a popular outreach tool.  Recently reordered copies.  We will need to incorporate changes to maps used for outreach materials with recent changes the Oculina Bank HAPC.


Objective 3: Broader media
campaign with partners

® NOAA Undersea Research
Center — UNC-W

® NOAA Fisheries

® Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institute

® FL Fish & Wildlife Commission
® Smithsonian Marine Station



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Coordination with outreach partners to accomplish the outreach goal and objectives identified in the Oculina Evaluation Plan is essential.  Partners include (see list).  Partnership meetings were held early in the development process to help identify outreach needs associated with ongoing research and monitoring activities.  The following projects were identified after conducting the meetings….


Joint Project 1: Website
Development

e QOculina Bank information
was added to the SAFMC
website

e HBOI@Sea website
e NOAA Teacher@Sea

e New SAFMC website
includes Oculina
information

* Need: Continue updates

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A section on the Oculina Bank was added to the SAFMC site in 2005.  HBOI@Sea website hosted the 2005 daily cruise reports and other information from the 2005 research cruise.  The SAFMC site hosted 2008 cruise reports and teacher workshop information and resources.  We’ll look at these activities a little later, but note that the 2008 teacher workshop information and cruise information will be added to new SAFMC website.


Joint Project 2: Educational
Products for Teachers

Deepwater Coral Teacher
Workshops

e 2005 Teacher Workshop

— NOAA, HBOI, NURC and
SAFMC

e 2007 DW Coral Teacher
Workshop

— NOAA led workshop

e 2008 Teacher Workshop —
built upon earlier workshop
materials and partnerships.

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



2008 Teacher Workshop

e Held at HBOI and
Smithsonian Marine

Station
e Scheduled in conjunction 2008 South Atlantic
with scheduled B
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute

re S e a rC h C r u i S e at Florida Atlantic University

Ft. Pierce, Florida
* |ncluded tour
of Smithsonian
Marine Station

e Materials available [ .
online

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teacher workshops were scheduled in conjunction with research cruises.  (Note Ashley Fontaine’s involvement as part of internship – also participants and instructors, including John Reed, Andy Shepard,  NOAA OLE, Council staff, etc.  Also Smithsonian Marine Station).


Joint Project 4: Portable Exhibit

e Developedin 2009

e |ncludes kiosk and video
monitor — “Revealing the
Deep” film featured

e Used at Council
meetings, limited use by
outside organizations

* Need: Update as needed
and promote availability

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Joint Projects 3 and 5: Media Kits
and Excursions

e 2005 Media Excursion
scheduled in
conjunction with
research cruise

* |n cooperation with
FWC C.T. Randall

e Cancelled due to
weather conditions

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Media Excursion August 2009

e VIP and Media *73:““ |
Excursion to HBOI RIS
R/V Seward
Johnson

e Deployment of
submersible

Information
stations onboard

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Media Excursion 2009

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Media Excursion

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



Media Stories
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oint Project 7: Data Buoy

National Oceanic and Atmospheric

National Data Buoy Ce_.

e Information added
to NOAA Nationa
Data Buoy Center
Station 41114 —

Ft. Pierce, FL

 Direct Link to SAFMC
website and Oculina
Bank regulations

Center of Excellence in Marine Technology

BuoyCAMs: See recent photos from NDBC weather buoy 44013 near Boston, DART
station 46410 in the Gulf of Alaska 46029 near the Oregon/Washington coastiine and the
following TAO stations: 2N 155W, SN 155W
Station List Station 41114 - Fort Pierce, FL (134) £)
Information submitted by Scripps
Observa Institution of Ocean
Mobil Waverider Buoy
Obs via GOO"‘ 27.551 N 80.225 W (27°33'5" N 80°*13'31" W)
M

Classic Maps Site elevation: sea level
Recent ‘Water depth: 16 15 m
Historical
DA Geing to Ooulin:

fishing regulations

nk? Please review Oculina

Obs Search
e hg Search And Rescue (SAR) Data
lide

2 Meteorological Observations from Neari
AD

o Stations and Ships B

F Radar
OSMC
Dial-A-Buoy
RSS Feeds
Obs Web Widget \

Email Access Sebastian

Stal atus \
West Vero
Corrido,

oVero Beach
ce

NDBC Flatforms
Partner Platforms aFort Pierce

Program Info Part $t,
Lucie

Facebook Large icon indicates selected station

NDBC on < Stations with recent data
# Stations with no data in |ast 8 hours
About NDBG (24 hours for tsunami stations)
MetiOcean me|

Moored Buoy

[T

ms a1 41114 as of
on 11/11/2013)
MT on 11/1272013:

English
Unit of Measure: Time
Station Local Time lect
zne 1 DY

Click on the graph icon in the table below to see a time series plot of the last five days of that
observation

Publications

ok
Hurricane Data
Plots
Manners Dominant Wave Period (DPD) 5 sec

Wave Height (WVHT) 30h

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although suggested as a real-time data buoy for the Oculina Bank originally, the deployment of a separate buoy would be cost prohibitive.  Staff worked with the NOAA National Data Buoy Center to have a direct link for regulations accessible from Buoy Station 41114 near Ft. Pierce, FL, the most likely data buoy fishermen would check for sea state before heading offshore.


Project 8: Work with Smithsonian
Marine Station

MARINE EC

Original Oculina Bank
o vt e interpretive display

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Located in Ft. Pierce, FL, the Smithsonian Marine Station is the first and perhaps only educational facility to have a directed Oculina coral display.  The Marine Station has been an integral part of outreach efforts to raise public awareness about the Oculina Bank and has been directly involved in teacher workshops, hosting meetings with scientists involved in research and monitoring, and continues to provide materials.


Smithsonian Marine Station
Oculina Coral Exhibit

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The world’s only Oculina Bank interpretive exhibit.  Partially funded through CRCP funds (signage).


Objective 4: Evalution

Project 1. Survey Tool

® 2005 Informal survey
conducted by FL Sea Grant

® Limited distribution and
results

® Need: Use survey and
other tools to evaluate
outreach efforts

@ UNIVERSITY OF

¥ FLORIDA

IFAS EXTENSION

Date:

Location

OCULINA BANK OUTREACH SURVEY (630/0%)

Florids Sea Grant 15 developing new outreach materials to help fishemmen better understand
hisheries management and the regulations affecting ther fishing sctivaties. Please take o minute
to answer the following questions 3o we can better serve vou! All answers are confidential and
ANIYMONS.

1. Check the following that best describes yoursedf:

Recreational Fisherman Charter Caplain Charter Mate
___ Commerdal Fisherman __ Baiv' Tadile Business Owner
Marina Operator/ Employee Other (please specly)

L

Do you know about the Oculina Bank Habitat Area of Particolar Concern (HAPC)?
Yes No Unsure

L

Do vou Know thal there is an area indde the Oculing Bank HAPC that is d osed 1o Nshing
for snapper/grouper spedes?
Yes No Unsure

*

Do vou have the coordinates for the boundaries for the Cculing HAPC and the Oculina
Experimental Closed Area?
Yes No Unsure

£, Qculina coral is found only in the deep waters off the central East Coast of Florida and

w ere else [ the workd. True False
6. How do you prefer o gel your fshing Information? (Nwmber your Lop 3 choloes,
1 being your first cholce.)
Magazines Newsletters Television Internet

Tadkle Shop E-mail Radio Shows Newspaper
___ Diher Fishermen __ Other gplease specily)

7. 1M you own a boal, what size boat do you own?
_ Under17ML _ 1724M.  _ 25-32M. _ Greater than 3211,
T don’t own a hoat (skip to 0. 9)

8. Where do you Keep your boat?
On 2 traller Marina' Dry Storage OLher (pleas: specify|

FPLEASE TURN PAGE OVER TO CONTINUE



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Limited surveys distributed by FL Sea Grant without conclusive results. 2007 OET Report recommended partnering with agencies to conduct surveys, etc.   SAFMC may use survey developed through OMB process for overall evaluation of outreach program.  Need to utilize I&E AP, Coral AP and others to develop a new evaluation approach.  


Objective 4: Evaluation

Project 2: Continued
Community Input

e Continued contact with
Smithsonian Marine Station

e Contact with Cape Canaveral
Charter Captain’s
Association

e Qculina Bank business
collaboration

I

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council

 Need: Better utilize
community contacts



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Limited surveys distributed by FL Sea Grant without conclusive results. 2007 OET Report recommended partnering with agencies to conduct surveys, etc.   SAFMC may use survey developed through OMB process for overall evaluation of outreach program.  Need to utilize I&E AP, Coral AP and others to develop a new evaluation approach.  


Oculina Outreach Summary

 Good cooperation with
Partners to achieve the
projects defined under
each objective

* Several projects are
ongoing and others are
dependent upon
research and
monitoring activities

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




e Continue distribution of
regulation information

e Continue to work with fishing
chart manufacturers — assess
available information and
improve if necessary

e Coordinate additional
distribution of regulation
information with FWC

e Additional news releases and
newsletter articles in
conjunction with law
enforcement and research
and monitoring activities

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Ongoing Outreach Needs

e Develop powerpoint
presentation and provide
on SAFMC website and for s =
use at fishing clubs, etc. e ,

e Continue to distribute rack : s MR
cards/printed materials J e O e
and coordinate with local . ; f
fishing tournaments for O
distribution _— ~

e Add teacher f < i
workshop/educational
materials to SAFMC
website

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
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Ongoing Outreach Needs

e Continue to conduct
teacher workshops and
develop/update 5
educational materials \

e Offer media excursions ?
and develop media "
packets in conjunction |
with ongoing research [ B Lo
and monitoring activities % ;

e Update portable display
and increase use

* South Atlantic Fishery Management Council




Outreach Needs

 Evaluation:

e Surveys

e Additional
community
involvement

e Other methods?

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
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