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Have not received any funding specifically to study Oculina since 2005, however 5 ROV dives were made there in 2011 on a deep coral cruise. 


NOAA
FISHERIES
SERVICE

@ Pisces Dives June 2011



Presenter
Presentation Notes
3 north of the HAPC we discovered new, previously unmapped Oculina bioherms.
2 dives in OECA, 1 at Chapman’s Reef and 1 at Jeff’s Reef.
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New bioherm north of the HAPC  with the ROV dive track overlaid. 


NOAA
FISHERIES
SERVICE

Daytona Pinnacles
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Oculina Density

Live Oculina

Standing Dead

Est. Total # Live

DS Sl Density (#/m?) Oculi?#z;erI]DZ?nsity Oculina Colonies
Daytona North 0?09121)2 2 0?04 702;3 2 217.8
Daytona South 0?092%)4 ! 0(714 823)3 2 107.0

Titusville 0.2)51.-104.)21 0'(505_;328')65 114.1

Chapman’s Reef 7?62142)2 3 1?10 118)4 > Abundant
Jeff's Reef 4(142 1%)1 9 1?19212)9 8 Abundant
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From John Reed. Shows range of Oculina density for each dive and in parentheses is the average density.
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Images from sites
north of HAPC
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Snowy grouper takes shelter in ledges of the Oculina coral reef.
Black sea bass had virtually disappeared from the Oculina bank and now appear to be recolonizing. This picture shows two sizes of them.
Small Oculina head.
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Images from
OECA sites
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Larger thickets at protected sites.
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Summary of Fish from Sites
North of the HAPC

Dive Distance

Common Name Count (km) Density (#/km)
Censterzpi?;;s sp. 2851 7.6 374.7
Black Sea Bass 631 7.6 82.9
Anthiids 354 7.6 46.5
Bank Sea Bass 318 7.6 41.8
Amberjack 23 7.6 3.0
Red Porgy 22 7.6 2.9
Scamp 19 7.6 2.5
Snowy Grouper 14 7.6 1.8
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Shows members of the snapper grouper complex that were observed as well as anthiids and small sea basses from the genus Centropristis (black and bank sea bass).
Listed from high to low density.
From a distance, it is hard to distinguish small black and bank sea bass, so they were grouped into Centropristis sp.
Anthiids were a mix of roughtongue bass and red barbiers.
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Summary of Fish from

OECA Sites
Common Name Count Dive Distance (km) Density (#/km)
Anthiids 6420 3.6 1754.6
>ea Bass - 124 3.6 33.9
Centropristis sp.
Bank Sea Bass 54 3.6 14.8
Scamp 25 3.6 6.8
Black Sea Bass 23 3.6 6.3
Amberjack 6 3.6 1.6
Tilefish -
Caulolatilus sp. & = b
Snowy Grouper 2 3.6 0.5
Gag Grouper 1 3.6 0.3
Vermilion Snapper 1 3.6 0.3
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More anthiids and scamp, less black and bank sea bass.
Tilefish were too far away to distinguish which species they were.
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