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Submitter Information


Name: Douglas Gregory
Email: drg@ufl.edu


General Comment


Spiny Lobster Amendment 11 was never reviewed by the Gulf Council's SSC and thus this
Amendment has not been properly prepared relative to the requirements of the Magnuson Act.


The Magnuson Act requires SSC review of plan amendments as per:
From I-3(b) MSRA Requirements:
“(B) Each scientific and statistical committee shall provide its Council ongoing scientific advice for
fishery management decisions, including recommendations for acceptable biological catch, preventing
overfishing, maximum sustainable yield, and achieving rebuilding targets, and reports on stock status
and health, bycatch, habitat status, social and economic impacts of management measures, and
sustainability of fishing practices.”


And the Gulf Council SOPPS indicate the same:


Gulf Council SOPPS Language (Also repeated in SSC Duties and Responsibilities):
“B. Scientific and Statistical Committees (SSCs):
The Council has established a Standing SSC . . . to provide expert scientific and technical advice to
the Council. The SSC shall review and comment on the scientific adequacy of such statistical,
biological, economic, social, and other scientific information as is relevant to the Council’s
development and amendment of any fishery management plan. The SSC shall provide the Council
ongoing scientific advice for fishery management decisions, including recommendations for preventing
overfishing and achieving rebuilding targets, and reviews of reports on stock status and health, by-
catch, habitat status, social and economic impacts of management measures, and sustainability of
fishing practices. . .” 


Amendment 11 contains biological and economic analyses provided by industry as well as staff and
NMFS scientists than have not been peer reviewed by the Gulf Council SSC. This was pointed out to
the Gulf Council during their public hearing in Key West but at the subsequent Gulf Council meeting
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no action was taken to address this oversight.


Thank you for your consideration.
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General Comment


There has been a noticeable decline in the lobster population over the past 5 to 7 years, between
Fort Pierce and Port Canaveral. 


I have been commercially diving for lobsters off East Central Florida in depths from 10' to 100' since
1982. I believe I have an excellent depth of knowledge regarding lobsters in this area. Two things
have changed. One is an increase in pressure, and the second is the dramatic increase in the jewfish
population.


In the 1990s through the early 2000s it was somewhat rare to see more than a couple during the
entire lobster season, running from August through March. That is not the case any longer. Now we
see several every trip. If you see several jewfish it's prudent to abort the dive as there will be no
lobsters for several hundred feet in all directions.


The jewfish has made such a significant recovery that they are now a severe detriment to the lobster
population.


As a closing note I hear reports that jewfish are destroying lobster traps in the Keys. Jewfish have
taken over many of the bomb craters in the Gulf that use to hold nice lobster populations.
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General Comment


I own a home on Cudjoe Key in the Florida Keys and have for some 25 years. I am an avid diver and
fisherman. Each year i witness excessive damage to the reef structure, sea fans, sponges and other
sea life because of thousands of lobster traps that are dropped in areas of high coral activity. The
traps and the ropes become entangled in the sea life and are destroyed when the traps are pulled.
There should be areas designated where the lobsters can only be taken by divers and not traps. We
should follow what Spanish Wells, Bahama has done to grow their lobster population. Eliminate any
traps that are used around reef structures.
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