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Overview
• IOOS / SECOORA

• Southeast Aquatic Resource Partnership (SARP)

• South Atlantic Alliance

• South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative

• SEAMAP/MARMAP

• Habitat and Ecosystem IMS and GIS Services

• Alternative Energy



US Integrated Ocean Observing System 









SECOORA HF Radar
Existing and Proposed



SECOORA –
FOCUS ON FISHERIES

Report Availability- Workshop on Integration of Near Real-time 
IOOS and Fisheries/Biological Data –

Sponsors: SECOORA ODP, USC, FWRI, USF, FFWCC

Workshop Primary Objectives:
(1) Examine integration of near real-time observations and 

fisheries/biological data
(2) Describe barriers to this integration through dialogue between the 

technical working group and scientists (e.g., biologists, 
oceanographers, modelers, etc.).

(3) Identify technical solutions to more effectively informing



SECOORA –
FOCUS ON FISHERIES

Priority areas where SECOORA can make progress in meeting the 
needs of the fisheries management community include:

(1) providing alerts to fisheries managers and scientists when 
temperatures exceed self-selected parameters, 

(2) developing a searchable GIS-based database of biological, habitat 
and physical ocean data, and 

(3) developing a product that maps the locations of thermoclines. 

The SECOORA DMAC and DMCC committees will be discussing 
these priorities and developing a work plan to focus efforts on 
addressing these priorities:

Report Available at: 
http://secoora.org/secoora_fisheries_management_data_requirem
ents_



Southeast Aquatic Resource Partnership (SARP)



Southeast Aquatic Resource Partnership (SARP)



Southeast Aquatic Resource Partnership (SARP)



Southeast Aquatic Resource Partnership (SARP)



South Atlantic Alliance
ALLIANCE HISTORY
• The Alliance initiated in 2006 under the Department of Defense SERPPAS 

Initiative (Southeast Regional Partnership for Planning and Sustainability), with a 
focus on mapping coastal and upland areas and promoting natural resource and 
land management compatible with military installations.  This intent expanded 
and by the end of 2007 an ad hoc planning team, now the Executive Planning 
Team (EPT), created a framework for the Governors South Atlantic Alliance.  The 
formal agreement between the four states (NC, SC, GA, and FL) was executed in 
May 2009.  The Agreement specifies that the Alliance will prepare a “Governors 
South Atlantic Alliance Action Plan” which will be reviewed annually for 
progress and updated every five years for relevance of content.

• Alliance Mission and Purpose: The intent of the Alliance is to promote 
collaboration among the four states, and with the support and interaction of 
federal agencies, academe, regional organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, and the private sector, to sustain and enhance the region’s coastal 
and marine resources.  The Alliance proposes to regionally implement science-
based actions and policies that balance coastal and marine ecosystems capacities 
to support both human and natural systems.  



South Atlantic Alliance
ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES
The Framework document specified four initial Priority Issue 

Areas and broad goals identified by the Executive Planning 
Team (EPT) as being of concern to all four states:

Healthy Ecosystems
Working Waterfronts
Clean Coastal and Ocean Waters
Disaster-Resilient Communities

These four Priority Issue Areas will form the basis for the 
developing Alliance Action Plan and address each of these 
themes. 



South Atlantic Alliance
Establishment of Supporting State Technical Teams
Development of “A Primer” for Issue Area Technical 

Teams
Teams to Draft Sections of Alliance Action Plan for 

Executive Planning Team Consideration
Schedule of Action Plan Development:

• February-April  2010 Teams Draft Sections for EPT 
Consideration

• May 2010  EPT Provides Final Draft to Steering 
Group for Governors (Executive Group)

• September 2010 Executive Group adopts Alliance 
Action Plan



South Atlantic Landscape 
Conservation Cooperative (SALCC)
• Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs) 

are applied conservation science partnerships 
focused on a defined geographic area that 
inform on-the-ground strategic conservation 
efforts at landscape scales. LCC partners include 
DOI agencies, other federal agencies, states, 
tribes, non-governmental organizations, 
universities and others. 



Landscape Conservation Cooperative



Guiding Principles for Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs) 

Fundamental units of planning and science capacity that will facilitate 
strategic on-the-ground conservation at landscape scales through a 
partnership approach. 

Principal function will be to provide scientific and technical expertise to 
produce landscape-scale conservation designs. 

Secondary function will be building interdependent partnerships to 
develop shared conservation goals and satisfy shared science needs. 

States will be essential partners, along with other federal agencies, 
especially the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and other DOI bureaus, 
tribes, and private organizations. 

Will provide the principal scientific and technical support for 
implementation of landscape conservation; in the FWS, this framework 
is called Strategic Habitat Conservation. 

Will be part of a seamless national network of LCCs supporting 
geographically defined landscapes capable of sustaining abundant, 
diverse and healthy populations of fish, wildlife and plants. 



LCC Governance, Structure and Function 

For LCCs to function as a national framework, and ultimately, as a 
model for collaborative landscape conservation internationally, 
each LCC will have:

• A Steering Committee of executive and management level 
representatives from partner organizations, which will provide 
management direction and set priorities; 

• An LCC coordinator; 
• A science and technology coordinator; 
• GIS capacity; 
• Population modeling capacity; 
• Monitoring and evaluation capacity; and 
• Decision analysis expertise. 



South Atlantic Landscape 
Conservation Cooperative (SALCC)



Southeast Monitoring and 
Assessment Program (SEAMAP) 

South Atlantic Activities  - 2010

• South Atlantic Coastal Survey
• Bottom Mapping, Fish Habitat 

Characterization and Assessment 
• Pamlico Sound Survey
• Southeastern Regional Taxonomic Center
• Data Management



Southeast Monitoring and 
Assessment Program (SEAMAP) 

• Expanded funding started summer of 2008 - complement and expand 
MARMAP sampling to address high priority needs for over-fished 
species in the snapper-grouper complex.  

• The primary objective was to enhance the fishery-independent reef fish 
data collected by MARMAP by increasing sampling in underrepresented 
regions of the sampled area.  

• The effort included a plan to develop a phased in SEAMAP sampling 
protocol for a near-shore ocean/larval/sub-adult/adult finfish survey 
associated with live/hard bottom habitat from Cape Hatteras, North 
Carolina to Sebastian Inlet, Florida to complement offshore sampling 
conducted through the MARMAP survey.  

• In addition, additional expansion of offshore site sampling through 
SEAMAP has resulted in more complete coverage and is addressing 
identified shortfalls of the MARMAP sampling regime. 



Southeast Monitoring and 
Assessment Program (SEAMAP) 

• Estuarine reef fish ingress sampling in tidal creeks (March-June)  
- all reef fish post larvae will be counted and identified to 
species.  A subsample kept for future aging and genetic studies. 

• The MARMAP reef fish survey, during which new inshore and 
deepwater stations will be investigated, during summer (May-
September).  If sea days remain to be used after the summer, 
additional near-shore and deepwater reconnaissance will take 
place during fall (October-November). 

• Nearshore site identification and sampling will focus on hard 
bottom areas, which will be the only areas providing adult reef 
fish habitat, and may be the predominant juvenile habitat as 
well.  Sites to be investigated will be identified from a variety of 
sources. Sampling effort in deeper waters off North Carolina and 
central and south Florida will similarly identify and sample 
habitats supporting reef species and reef associated species.  



Habitat and Ecosystem Webpage and 
Internet Map Server

South Atlantic Habitat and Ecosystem Internet Map 
Server (IMS) Refinement Workshop September 9-
10, 2008

• Development of Habitat and Ecosystem Internet 
Map Server as a support tool for Ecosystem-Based 
Management

• Present and future structure
• Researcher Section
• EcoFish Module
• EcoSpecies Module
• Ecosystem Partners

• IMS and identification of GIS needs supporting 
management, research, and regional collaboration

• Identification of additional data and GIS for 
possible inclusion into the IMS



Fishery Independent Data Service
Researcher Access



SAFMC Regulations Service



SAFMC Essential Fish Habitat Service



EcoResearch and Ecospsecies Databases 



Alternative Energy
SCDNR Ocean Energy Workshops

Workshop on Offshore Wind Energy Development: Establishing a Policy and 
Management Framework for South Carolina

Wednesday, March 24th -- 8:30am-4:30pm
SCDNR Marine Resources Research Institute, Fort Johnson – Charleston, SC
• Explore the next steps necessary for South Carolina to develop its offshore wind 

energy potential
• Exchange of experiences, with perspectives from other states, the private sector, 

the military, as well as some of our state’s regulatory and policy leaders. 
• Initiate the development of an action plan for South Carolina to maximize the 

potential of offshore wind for the state

Onshore Implications of Ocean Energy Development
Thursday, March 25th -- 9:30am-12:30pm
SCDNR Marine Resources Research Institute, Fort Johnson – Charleston, SC
• DHEC’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management and the SC Ocean 

Planning Work Group facilitated session about onshore implications of ocean 
energy development.



Alternative Energy



• SAFMC Habitat and Ecosystem Homepage
http://www.safmc.net/ecosystem/Home/EcosystemHome/tabid/435/

Default.aspx

• SAFMC Habitat and Ecosystem Internet Map Server
• http://www.safmc.net/EcosystemManagement/EcosystemBoundaries

/MappingandGISData/tabid/62/Default.aspx

• SAFMC – Regulations Service
http://ocean.floridamarine.org/SAFMC_Regulations/

• SAFMC – EFH Service
http://ocean.floridamarine.org/SAFMC_EFH/
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