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From: Dave Heil

To: SGAmend20APHcomment
Subject: 20A comments
Date: Monday, November 21, 2011 9:29:47 PM

FLORIDA SALTWATER ANGLERS
We urge the SAFMC to adopt the following positions:
Amendment 20A Wreckfish ITQs

The current ban on recreational landings of Wreckfish must be lifted and there must
be established a recreational fishery with a fair share of the annual catch. The
commercial fishery consists of only 7 -8 fishermen and the continued protection of
these to the detriment of the recreational anglers must stop.

Action 1. Define and revert inactive shares

We support Alternative 1: No Action. Do not define or revert inactive shares for
redistribution. This alternative simply places the total fishery in the hands of the
chosen few.

Action 2. Redistribute reverted shares to remaining shareholders
We support Alternative 1: No Action. Do not redistribute reverted shares.
Action 3. Establish a share cap

We support Alternative 2: Establish share cap as 15% of the total shares. No
one person should be allowed to catch 49% of any total fishery, especially when
thousands of recreational anglers are totally excluded.

Action 4. Establish an appeals process

There should not be a transferrable quota for any fishery and therefore we
support Alternative 1.

Dave Heil
President

Florida Saltwater Anglers, Inc.
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SOUTHEASTERN FISHERIES ASSOCIATION (SFA)

Bob Mahood, Executive Director

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
4055 Faber Place Drive; Suite 201

North Charleston, SC 29405

E-mail: SGAmend20APHcomment@safmc.net

Re: SG Amendment 20A
Monday November 21, 2011
To Bob Mahood,

On behalf of some SFA East Coast Fisheries Section (SFA ECFS) stakeholder
participants of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC) Wreckfish "individual
transferable quota (ITQ)" fishery management plan (FMP), we are submitting a comment with
regard to Snapper Grouper Amendment 20A.

Thank you for your attention to our stakeholders future in this Wreckfish ITQ fishery,
especially after the great economic investment undertaken since the beginning of this SAFMC
limited access management system.

Jimmy Hull, Chairman rhh
SFA ECFS

Proposed Actions in Amendment 20A

ACTION 1. Define and revert inactive wreckfish shares.

Alternative 3 (Preferred): Define inactive shares as shares belonging to
any ITQ shareholder who has not reported wreckfish landings in 2006-07
through 2010-11, and revert for redistribution.

SFA ECES supports Action 1, Preferred Alternative 3.

ACTION 2. Redistribute reverted shares to remaining shareholders.

Alternative 2: Redistribute reverted shares to remaining shareholders
based on 50% equal allocation + 50% landings history.

Option b: landings history in fishing years 2006-07 through 2010-11.

SFA ECFES supports Action 2, Alternative 2, Option b.
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SOUTHEASTERN FISHERIES ASSOCIATION (SFA)

ACTION 3. Establish a share cap.
Alternative 4 (Preferred): Establish share cap as 49% of the total shares.

SFA ECES supports Action 3, Preferred Alternative 4.

ACTION 4. Establish an appeals process.

Alternative 2 (Preferred): A percentage of the wreckfish shares for fishing
year 2012/2013 will be set-aside to resolve appeals for a period of 90-days
starting on the effective date of the final rule. The Regional Administrator
(RA) will review, evaluate, and render final decisions on appeals. Hardship
arguments will not be considered. The RA will determine the outcome of
appeals based on NMFS’ logbooks. If NMFS’ logbooks are not available,
the RA may use state landings records. Appellants must submit NMFS’
logbooks or state landings records to support their appeal. After the
appeals process has been terminated, any amount remaining from the set-
aside will be distributed back to remaining ITQ shareholders according to
the redistribution method selected under Action 2.

Sub-alternative 2b (Preferred): Five percent of Wreckfish shares will be
set aside for appeals.

SFA ECFES supports Action 4, Preferred Alternative 2, Preferred
Subalternative 2b.
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From: Chris McCaffity [mailto:freefish7 @hotmail.com]

Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 8:54 AM

To: Kim Iverson; Kim Iverson

Subject: Please submit these comments to the public record and forward them to the council members

Public Comments Regarding Amendment 20A

My name is Chris McCaffity. | am a commercial fisherman who has been offering common
sense solutions that would mitigate many of the severe negative impacts associated with the
regulations that fail to follow the mandates in the Magnuson-Stevens Act. After dealing with
the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council for years, it is painfully obvious that this
bureaucracy will not follow all of the mandates in the MSA. Due to that refusal and many other
factors | have ZERO confidence in their ability to properly manage ANYTHING.

The Wreckfish “fishery” is a perfect example of how the catch shares scheme environmental
“charities” and their puppets in the leadership of the multiple layers of fishery bureaucracy
want to force on us consolidate a fishery to the hands of a few people and corporations with
money. This entire fishery is controlled by one or two people.

The council is planning to violate the MSA again by reducing the Wreckfish quota by about 90%
based on the lack of participation in the fishery. They destroyed that fishery with catch shares
before it ever really got started. This gross incompetence has caused fishermen to put more
pressure on the shallow water fisheries. The areas where Wreckfish live also hold fish like
Queen Snapper and Misty Grouper. Nobody fishes for them because we have to discard every
Wreckfish if we do not own a share of those public resources. All of them would die after
coming up from depths of 1,000’ or greater. Many of the financial problems fishermen are
facing could be mitigated if we had a chance to harvest part of the two million pound Wreckfish
guota and some of the other species living in those areas.

This is how the Wreckfish fishery SHOULD be managed.

1. ABOLISH the existing catch share scheme and open the fishery to ALL South Atlantic
snapper/grouper permit holders.

2. Leave the quota at two million pounds.

3. Begin an aggressive Artificial Reef program in areas where Wreckfish live. This would
also help any other species that live around structure in deep water. Artificial Reefs are
the perfect union of aquaculture and commercially harvested wild fish. We could greatly
increase the total biomass our South Atlantic could support. We could help the fish,
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fishermen, and consumers with this simple common sense approach that also advances
liberty instead of always restricting it. We really should be focusing more on enhancing
our fisheries instead of just restricting access to them.

Thank you for taking the time to read my comments. | truly care about our marine resources. |
want us to be wise stewards them. | want us to enhance those public resources so we can FEED
more people. | want permit holders to have more control over how our fisheries are being
managed. Our centuries of collective on-the-water experience needs to be combined with
sound science and the slightest bit of common sense so we can have a responsible harvest of
our Nation’s seafood and provide consumers with a dependable supply of it.

Again, | call on Congress to pass a bill that will allow permit holders in a federal fishery to have
final approval of all Amendments with a 2/3 majority vote. We should have access to all
documents available to the councils and come up with alternative management plans using the
existing Total Allowable Catches while following ALL of the mandates in the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. Congress should set up a peer review panel to insure all management plans submitted by
the regional councils and the permit holders comply with the MSA. All existing regulations
should be reviewed by the panel and allow the permit holders to offer alternatives for the
regulations that fail to comply with the MSA.
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Amendment 20A is an attempt to keep the wreckrisn train on track. The irony here is nothing in the past
or in the immediate future threatens a derailment. For 18 years this fishery has been humming along
smoothly, a paragon of how successfully a catch share program can work. It is touted by many, even the
Monterey Bay Aquarium, as an excellent example of how to best manage fisheries for sustainability and
profit. This amendment portends to salvage the wreckfish fishery after the SSC elected to cut the total
allowable catch of wreckfish from 2 million pounds to 250,000 pounds annually.

After adjusting this new quota downward for whole weight v. gutted weight, 5% for recreational, and
5% for the appeals process, the quota will be capped for the commercial sector at an amount less than
was caught in each of the last two years.

This 87% reduction would not necessarily wreck the train, just damage it, if this fishery was under an
open quota system, but that is not the case. Each participant holds a percentage of the allowable quota
and, depending on an individual’s share holdings and fishing history, this drastic reduction in quota
could put him completely out of business.

Recognizing the potential problem, Council elected to implement Amendment 20A, an unnecessary,
immoral, if not illegal ruling. The seminal move by SSC underlies this attempt to correct a problem
where one would maybe not exist but for the SSC not following Magnuson Stevens mandates to use the
best scientific information available. An average of the last ten years of dubious catch history is not the
best available science.

This proposed action by Council is a message conveyed to the fishing industry, contrary to that
expressed by NOAA leadership when addressing the catch share programs. This reduction in quota and
resulting amendment will answer negatively, from NOAA’s perspective, the many questions of the
fishermen concerning the efficacy of a system managed with catch shares.

When the actions taken don’t follow the rhetoric certain elements of trust are eroded. When using
uncertainty and the precautionary approach one should consider degree to mitigate unnecessary damage
to the fishery especially in this case. The catch has been relatively flat for years and even if it increases
next year before the stock assessment scheduled for 2013, there is no evidence that the economics and
regulatory threats would support a significant increase in activity in this unstable changing climate.

One size does not now and never will fit all. This fishery should be managed as the entity it is and not as
a member of the snapper/grouper complex. Wreckfish are a distinct population, at least in the North
Atlantic and Mediterranean. Evidence shows movement between different North Atlantic geographic
populations. There is science, both foreign and domestic, on the North Atlantic wreckfish and all of it
should be consulted before setting a quota and implementing an amendment that totally changes the
structure of this highly successful fishery.

The South Carolina Seafood Alliance funded research to collect available science on wreckfish and the
results of this search was relayed to Council. The Alliance requests “no action” on 20A and that the
ABC be set at no less than 750,000 pounds until the 2013 benchmark stock assessment is completed. We
also request that SSC and the Council consult those in the system and near by who have done peer
reviewed science on wreckfish on the Blake Plateau and other areas of the North Atlantic. One of the
most knowledgeable scientists on this subject is only an, “excuse me Dr. Sedberry,” away from you.

il o,

Frank Blum
Executive Director, SCSA











From: Dale Sims [mailto:dale@cleanfish.com]
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2011 7:25 PM

To: Kim Iverson

Subject: Re: Wreckfish quotas and the TAC

Members of the South Atlantic Fisheries Management Council:

| am writing to urge the Council to allocate the 2012 wreckfish quota based on the historical
catch record of the participants in the fishery.

| am a founder of CleanFish. We are a seafood brokerage and marketing company with clients
throughout North America. We focus exclusively on artisan producers of sustainable seafood,
both wild capture and aquaculture.

We have successfully introduced Carolina wreckfish into markets like San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Chicago, Denver and even Toronto.

| understand that in all probability, the 2012 wreckfish TAC will be reduced from 2MM Ibs to
250,000 Ibs.bringing the TAC into close alignment with recent historical catch records. | am
asking the Council to make allocations of the quota in favor of and based on the historical
individual catch record of the current active vessels like the "Lien Machine” and "Bold Venture."
New participants in the wreckfish fishery should be held in abeyance until such time as the TAC
increases or of one of the existing participants elects to transfers a portion of their allocated
quota.

SAFMC has done an excellent job in managing the wreckfish fishery. Allocating the TAC based
on the individual catch history is both fair and good fishery management.

Regards,

Dale Sims
Founder / Chief FishMonger

CleanFish - fish you can trust
42 Decatur Street / SF, CA 94103

www.cleanfish.com / dale@cleanfish.com
Direct: +415.501.9236 / Mobile: +415.420.3974

* Named Responsibility Pioneer 2009 by Time Magazine . . . "companies changing the world"
* Winner of Business Week's 2009 Most Promising Social Entrepreneurs Award

* Winner of Social Venture Network 2008 Innovations Award

* Recipient of Food & Wine Magazine's 2008 Eco-Ocean Award
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