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Pelagic Sargassum Regulations
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§ 622.35 South Atlantic EEZ seasonal and/or area closures.
(g) Pelagic sargassum area and seasonal restrictions—(1) Area limitations.
(i) No person may harvest pelagic sargassum in the South Atlantic EEZ between 36°34′55 ″ N. lat. (directly east from the 
Virginia/North Carolina boundary) and 34° N. lat., within 100 nautical miles east of the North Carolina coast.
(ii) No person may harvest or possess pelagic sargassum in or from the South Atlantic EEZ south of 34° N. lat.

(2) Seasonal limitation. No person may harvest or possess pelagic sargassum in or from the South Atlantic EEZ during the 
months of July through October. This prohibition on possession does not apply to pelagic sargassum that was harvested and 
landed ashore prior to the closed period.

§ 622.41 Species specific limitations.
(k) Pelagic sargassum. The minimum allowable mesh size for a net used to fish for pelagic sargassum in the South Atlantic 
EEZ is 4.0 inches (10.2 cm), stretched mesh, and such net must be attached to a frame no larger than 4 ft by 6 ft (1.2 m by 
1.8 m). A vessel in the South Atlantic EEZ with a net on board that does not meet these requirements may not possess any 
pelagic sargassum.

§ 622.42 Quotas.
(g) Pelagic sargassum. The quota for all persons who harvest pelagic sargassum in the South Atlantic EEZ is 5,000 lb (2,268 
kg), wet, landed weight.

§ 622.43 Closures.
(7) Pelagic sargassum. Pelagic sargassum may not be fished for or possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ and the sale or 
purchase of pelagic sargassum in or from the South Atlantic
EEZ is prohibited.



Sargassum Habitat Research
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Last removal occurred in 1997: 12,000 lbs wet weight

No Sargassum landed in 13 years: 1998-2010

Sargassum Removals
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 OFL: 0

 ABC: 0

If the Council wishes to allow harvest in the future, the Council should approach the SSC to reestablish the ABC.  
Until such time the ABC will remain 0.

SSC Recommendations for Pelagic Sargassum Habitat
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