Tuly 22, 2009

Mr. Duane Harris

South Atlantic Fisheries Management Council
4055 Saber Place Drive, Suiie 201

North Charleston, South Carolina 29405

Dear Sir:

For the past 35 years of commercial King fishing in the Cape Fear area of
North Carolina. We have used a hand-line method of fishing for Kings that has
been passed down for generations. This method of hand-line fishing is as

follows:

A 100 ft of 5/16” crab pot line is attached to a 5 Ib anchor.

On top of the water, the line is attached to 2 crab pot floats on an 18 inch
orange bag float.

To that, you attach a 200 1b snap swivel to 100 1b mono line 20 ft in
length.

The snap swivel is hooked on to the crab float or bag.

On the other end, you attach a 4 inch football float with a snap swivel on
the end of the mono line.

To that, you attach a 5 ft King Rig with two small tribble hooks on
which you put a cigar minnow.

This makes up one hand-line. We normally work 15 hand-lines.

As we complete sitting these hand-lines, we circle back and start
checking the hand-lines first set.

Commercial fishermen from Carolina Beach, Southport, and Holden Beach

areas have used this method as I stated our forefathers used. Mr. Leroy Potter



taught me this method 35 years ago. I remember him telling me that his
grandfather used sail power to fish like this. I’ve heard folklore that the
American Native Indian taught the earlier settlers to use this method of hand-

lining for fishing. There is no mechanical means used in this fishing. It’s all by
hand.

I need clarification on this method of fishing so that the Coast Guard will not
harass us using this method. There is probability about 30 fishermen using this
method at certain times of the year in our immediate area. Fishermen in
Harkers Island, NC also use this method of hand-lining for Kings. There is
nothing in the rule book that states we can not use this method for King fishing.
I’ve been boarded many times by the Coast Guard and N.C. Marine Patrol and
never had a problem until recently being boarded by the Coast Guard in state
waters that I had a problem with this method. I ask him to show me in the rule
book were I could not use this method. He could not find any rule stating that I

could not use this method so he did not give me a ticket.

I am asking the Council to approve this traditional method of hand-line fishing
for Kings. In closing is a drawing of the hand-line.

Sincerely,

William A. Hickman

1221 Mebane Road

Winnabow, North Carolina 28479
Phone: 910/253-1285

Cell Phone: 910/617-6071
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(c) Coastal migratory pelagic fish—(1) Authorized gear. Subject to the prohibitions on gear/methods specified in § 622.31, the
following are the only fishing gears that may be used in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, and South Atlantic EEZ in directed fisheries for coastal
migratory pelagic fish:

* (i) King mackerel, Atlantic migratory group—
* (A) North of 34°37.3' N. lat, the latitude of Cape Lookout Light, NC—all gear except drift gillnet and long gillnet.
¥ (®)South of 34°37.3' N. lat.--automatic reel, bandit gear, handline, and rod and reel.

(i) King mackerel, Gulf migratory group—hook-and-line gear and, in the southern Florida west coast subzone oaly, run-around
gillnet. (See § 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(3) for a description of the southern Florida west coast subzone.)

(iii) Spanish mackerel, Atlantic migratory group--automatic recl, bandit gear, handline, rod and reel, cast net, run-around gillnet,
and stab net.

(iv) Spanish mackerel, Gulf migratory group~all gear except drift gillnet, long gillnet, and purse seine.

(v) Cobia in the Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic EEZ and little tunny in the South Atlantic EEZ south of 34°37.5' N,

lat.~-automatic reel, bandit gear, handline, rod and reel, and pelagic longline.

(vi) Cero in the South Atlantic EEZ and little tenny in the South Adantic EEZ north of 34°37.3' N. lat.—all gear except drift gillnet
and long gillnet.

(vii) Bluefish, cero, cobia, dolphin, and little tunny in the Gulf EEZ-all gear except drift gillnet and long giltnet.

(2)Unauthorized gear.  Gear types other than those specified in paragraph (c)(1) of this section are unauthorized gear and the
following possession limitations apply:

(i) Long gillnets. A vessel with a long gillnet on board in, or that has fished on a trip in, the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South Atlantic
EEZ may not have on board on that trip a coastal migratory pelagic fish.

(i) Drift gillnets. A vessel with a drift gillnet on board in, or that has fished on 2 trip in, the Gulf EEZ may not have on board on
that trip a coastal migratory pelagic fish,

(iif) Other unauthorized gear. ~ Except as specified in paragraph (c)(2)(iv) of this section, a person aboard a vessel with
unauthotized gear other than a drift gillnet in the Gulf EEZ ora long gillnet on board in, or that has fished in, the EEZ where such gear is not
authorized in paragraph (c){1) of this section, is subject to the bag limit for king and Spanish mackerel specified in § 622.39(c)(1)(ii) and to
the limit on cobia specified in § 622.32{c)(1).

(iv) Exception for king mackerel in the Gulf EEZ.  The provisions of this paragraph (c)(2)(iv) apply to king mackerel taken in the
Gulf EEZ and to such king mackerel possessed in the Gulf.  Paragraph (c)(2)(iii) of this section notwithstanding, a person aboard a vessel
that has a valid commercial permit for king mackerel is not subject to the bag limit for king mackerel when the vessel has on board on a trip
unauthorized gear other than a drift gillnet in the Gull EEZ, a long gillnet, or a run-around gillnet in an area other than the southera Florida
west coast subzone.  Thus, the following applies to a vessel that has a commercial permit for king mackerel:

(A) Such vessel may not use unauthorized gear in a directed fishery for king mackerel in the Gulf EEZ.

{B) If such a vessel has a drift gillnet or a long gillnet on board or a run-around gillnet in an area other than the southern Florida
west coast subzone, no king mackerel may be possessed.

(C) If such a vessel has unauthorized gear on board other than a drift gillnet in the Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a run-around gillnet
in an area other than the southern Florida west coast subzone, the possession of king mackerel taken incidentally is restricted only by the
closure provisions of § 622.43(a)(3) and the trip limits specified in § 622.44(a). ~See also paragraph (c)(4) of this section regarding the purse

seine incidental catch allowance of king mackerel.

)



In addition to the definitions in the Magnuson Act and in § 600.10 of this chapter, and the acronyms in § 600.15 of this chapter,
the terms and acronyms used in this part have the following meanings:

Accountability measure means a management control implemented such that overfishing is prevented, where possible, and
mitigated if it occurs.

Actual ex-vessel value means the total monetary sale amount a fisherman receives for IFQ landings from a registered IFQ dealer.

Allowable chemical means a substance, generally used to immobilize marine life so that it can be captured alive, that, when
intreduced into the water, does not take Gulf and South Atlantic prohibited coral and is allowed by Florida for the harvest of tropical fish
(e-g.. quinaldine, quinaldine compounds, or similar substances).

Allowable octocoral means an erect, nonencrusting species of the subclass Octocorallia, except the seafans Gorgonia flabellum and

G. ventalina, plus the attached substrate within 1 inch (2.54 cm) of an allowable octacoral.  (Note:  An erect, nonencrusting species of the
subclass Octocorallia, except the seafans Gorgonia flabellum and G, ventalina, with attached substrate exceeding 1inch (2.54 cm) is

considered to be live rock and not allowable octocoral.)
Annual catch limit (ACL) means the level of catch that serves as the basis for invoking accountability measures.
Aquacultured live rock means live rock that is harvested under a Federal aquacultured live rock permit, as required under §
622.4(a)(3)(ii).

Atlantic means the North Atlantic, Mid-Atlantic, and South Atlantic.

Authorized statistical reporting agent means:

(1) Any person so designated by the SRD; or

{2) Any person so designated by the head of any Federal or State agency that has entered into an agreement with the Assistant
Administrator to collect fishery data.

Automatic reel means a reel that remains attached to a vessel when in use from which a line and attached hook(s) are deployed.
The line is payed out from and retrieved on the reel electrically or hydraulically.

Bandit gear means a rod and reel that remain attached to a vessel when in use from which a line and attached hool(s) are deployed.

The line is payed out from and retrieved on the reel manually, electrically, or hydraulically.

BRD means bycatch reduction device.

Buoy gear means fishing gear consisting of a float and one or more weighted lines suspended therefrom, generally long enough to
reach the bottom. A hook or hooks (usually 6 to 10} are on the lines at or near the end.  The float and line(s) drift freely and are retrieved
periodically to remove catch and rebait hooks.

Carapace length means the straight-line distance from the orbital notch inside the orhital spine, in 2 line parallel to the lateral
rostral sulcus, to the posterior margin of the cephalothorax.  {See Figure 1in Appendix C of this part.)

Caribbean means the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic Ocean seaward of Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and possessions of the
United States in the Caribbean Sea.

Caribbean coral reef resource means one or more of the species, or a part thereof, listed in Table 1in Appendix A of this part,

whether living or dead.

Caribbean prohibited coral means, in the Caribbean; a gorgonian, that is, a Caribbean coral reef resource of the Class Anthozoa,
Subclass Octocorallia, Order Gorgonacea; a live rock; or a stony coral, that is, a Caribbean coral reef resource of the Class Hydrozoa (fire
corals and hydrocorals) or of the Class Anthozoa, Subclass Hexacorallia, Orders Scleractinia (stony corals) and Antipatharia (black corals}; or
a part thereof.



(1) In the Caribbean EEZ, a trap and its component parts (including the lines and buoys), regardless of the construction material,
used for or capable of taking finfish.

{2) In the Gulf EEZ, a trap and its component parts (including the lines and buoys), regardless of the construction material, used
for or capable of taking finfish, except a trap historically used in the directed fishery for crustaceans (that is, blue crab, stone crab, and spiny
lobster).

(3)In the South Atlantic EEZ, a trap and its component parts (including the lines and buoys), regardless of the construction
material, used for or capable of taking fish, except a sea bass pot, 2 golden crab trap, or a crustacean trap (that is, a type of trap historically
used in the directed fishery for blue crab, stone crab, red crab, jonah crab, or spiny lobster and that contains at any time not more than 25
percent, by number, of fish other than blue crab, stone crab, red crab, jonah crab, and spiny lobster).

Fork length means the straight-line distance from the tip of the head (snout) to the rear center edge of the tail (caudal fin).  (See
Figure 2in Appendix C of this part)

Golden crab means the species Chaceon fenneri, or a part thereof.

Golden crab trap means any trap used or possessed in association with a directed fishery for golden crab in the South Atlantic EEZ,
including any trap that contains a golden crab in or from the South Atlantic EEZ or any trap on hoard a vessel that possesses golden crabin or
from the South Atlantic EEZ.

GMEMC means the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council.

Gulf means the Gulf of Mexico.  The line of demarcation between the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico is specified in §
600.105(c) of this chapter.

Gulf reef fish means one or more of the species, or a part thereof, listed in Table 3in Appendix A of this part.

Gulf and South Atlantic prohibited coral means, in the Gulf and South Atlantic, one or more of the following, or a part thereof:

(1) Coral belonging to the Class Hydrozoa (fire corals and hydracorals).

{2) Coral belonging to the Class Anthozoa, Subclass Hexacorallta, Orders Scleractinia (stony corals)and Antipatharia (black
corals).

(3) A seafan, Gorgonia flabellum or G. ventalina.

(4) Coral in a coral reef, except for allowable octocoral.

(5} Coral in an HAPC, including allowable octocoral.

* Handline means a line with attached hook(s) that is tended directly by hand.

HAPC means habitat area of particular concern.

Headboat means a vessel that holds a valid Certificate of Inspection (COT}issued by the USCG to carry more than six passengers
for hire.

{1} A headboat with a commercial vessel permit, as required under § 622.4(a){2}, is considered to be operating as a headboat when
it carries a passenger who pays a fee or--

(i) In the case of persons aboard fishing for or possessing South Atlantic snapper-grouper, when there are more persons aboard
than the number of crew specified in the vessel's COL or

(ii) In the case of persons aboard fishing for or possessing coastal migratory pelagic fish, when there are more than three persons
aboard, including operator and crew.

(2) However a vessel that has a headboat permit for Gulf reef fish, a commercial vessel permit for Guif reef fish, and a valid COI
issued by the USCG to carry passengers for hire will not be considered to be operatingas a headboat provided—

{i) Itis not carrying a passenger who pays 2 fee;and



(ii) When underway for more than 12 hours, that vessel meets, but does not exceed the minimum manning requirements outlined
in its COI for vessels unciemay over 12 hours; or when underway for not more than 12 hours, that vessel meets the minimum manning
requirements outlined in its COT for vessels underway for not more than 12-hours (if any), and does not exceed the minimum menning
requirements outlined in its COI for vessels that are underway for more than 12 hours.

Headrope length means the distance, measured along the forwardmost webbing of a trawl net, between the points at which the
upper lip (top edge) of the mouth of the net are attached to sleds, doors, or other devices that spread the net.

Hook-and-line gear means automatic reel, bandit gear, buoy gear, handline, longline, and rod and reel.

IFQ means individual fishing quota.

Import means, for the purpose of §§ 622.1(b) and 622.50 only,—

(1) To land on, bring into, or introduce into, or attempt to land on, bring into, or introduce into, Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin
Islands, whether or not such landing, bringing, or introduction constitutes an importation within the meaning of the customs laws of the
United States; but

(2) Daes not include any activity described in paragraph (1) of this definition with respect to fish caught in the U.S. exclusive
economic zone by a vessel of the United States.

Live rock means living marine organisms, or an assemblage thereof, attached to a hard substrate, including dead coral or rock
(excluding individual mollusk shells}.

Long gillnet means a gillnet that has a float line that is more than 1,000 yd (914 m)in length.

Longline means a line that is deployed horizontally to which gangions and hooks are attached. A longline may be a bottom
longline, i.e., designed for use on the bottom, or a pelagic longline, i.e., designed for use off the bottom.  The longline hauler may be
manually, electrically, or hydraulically operated.

MAFMC means the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Manegement Council.

Mid-Atlantic means the Atlantic Ocean off the Atlantic coastal states from the boundary between the New England Fishery
Management Council and the MAFMC, as specified in § 600.105(a) of this chapter, to the boundary between the MAFMC and the SAFMC,
as specified in §600.105(b) of this chapter.

Migratory group, for king and Spanish mackerel, means a group of fish that may or may not be a separate genetic stock, but thatis
treated as a separate stock for management purposes.  Kingand Spanish mackerel are divided into migratory groups--the Atlantic '
migratory group and the Gulf migratory group.  The botndaries between these groups are as follows:

{1) King mackerel--(i) Summer separation.  From April 1 through October 31, the boundary separating the Gulfand Atlantic

migratory groups of king mackerel is 25548 N lat., which is a line directly west from the Monroe/Collier County, FL, boundary to the outer
limit of the EEZ.
(ii) Winter separation. From November 1 throngh March 31, the boundary separating the Gulf and Atlantic migratory groups of

king mackerel is 290 25'N. lat., which is a line directly east from the Volusia/Flagler County, FL, boundary to the outer limit of the EEZ.

(2)Spanish mackerel. The boundary separating the Gulf and Atlantic migratory groups of Spanish mackerel is 25°20.4' N. lat.,
which is a line directly east from the Miami-Dade/Monroe County, FL, boundary to the outer limit of the EEZ.

MPA means marine protected area.

North Atlantic means the Atlantic Ocean off the Atlantic coastal states from the boundary between the United States and Canada
to the boundary between the New England Fishery Management Council and the MAFMC, as specified in § 600.105(a) of this chapter.

Off Florida means the waters in the Gulf and South Atlantic from 30°42°45.6" N. lat., which isa line directly east from the seaward

terminus of the Georgia/Florida boundary, to 87°31°06" W. long., which is a line directly south from the Alabama/Florida boundary.
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