
Overview of SAFMC actions to protect
and conserve deepwater corals 

Jocelyn Karazsia, Fishery Biologist
NOAA Fisheries Service

Anna Martin, Fishery Scientist
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council

Joint meeting of the SAFMC Shrimp, Coral, and Ecosystem APs
October 18, 2012



2

Fishery Management Plan for Coral
(Coral FMP)

• The SAFMC established the Coral FMP together with the 
Gulf of Mexico FMC in 1982

• Prohibited harvest of stony corals, seafans, coral reefs, 
and live rock

• Designates special areas for protection including Coral 
Habitat Areas of Particular Concern
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Coral HAPCs

The Coral FMP established criteria to designate Coral Habitat 
Areas of Particular Concern: 1) ecological value; 2) research 
value; 3) threat of exploitation; or 4) recreation value

From Reed et al 2007 Credit: Amanda Maness 2006

Chapman’s Reef
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• 1977 – 1981 Harbor Branch scientists 
describe Oculina reefs (Avant et al, 1977;
Reed 1981) 

• 1984 Established by SAFMC 92 mi² of
reef ranging from 200-350 ft water depth 

• 1994 CHAPC was declared an 
Experimental Closed Area

• 2000 CHAPC was expanded to include
an additional 300 mi²

• 2006 Oculina Evaluation Team
• 2008 Harter et al., higher biodiversity and
grouper densities and more intact coral
inside the CHAPC (vs outside) 

Oculina Banks CHAPC
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• Oct 2004-2006 SAFMC Coral and 
Habitat Advisory Panels receive 
reports from deepwater scientists 
summarizing the state of knowledge on 
deepwater reefs in the region

-- Reed, J. 2004. Deep-water Coral Reefs of 
Florida, Georgia and South Carolina: A Summary 
of the Distribution, Habitat, and Associated Fauna
-- Ross, S. 2006. Review of distribution, habitats, 
and associated fauna of deep water coral reefs on 
the southeastern United States Continental Slope 
(North Carolina to Cape Canaveral, FL)
-- Reed, J. 2006. Habitat and fauna of deep-water 
coral reefs off the southeastern USA

Coral Habitat Areas of Particular Concern

From Reed et al. (2005)
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• Oct 2004 APs recommend 
CHAPC designations for 6 areas

• June 2006 Based on new 
information CHAPC boundaries 
are redrawn

• June 2006 SAFMC adopts AP 
recommendation and start the 
process to implement through 
amending the Coral FMP

Coral Habitat Areas of Particular Concern
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Coral Habitat Areas of Particular Concern
Comprehensive Ecosystem Based Amendment-1

• CE-BA1 drafted to amend several fishery 
management plans, including the Coral 
Fishery Management Plan

• March 4 2010 Notice of Availability of the 
CE-BA1 rule to designate the CHAPC 
published in the Federal Register

• March 26, 2010 Proposed CE-BA1 
published in the Federal Register

• June 22, 2010 Final CE-BA1 published in 
the Federal Register

• July 22, 2010 Coral HAPC went into 
effect Images from Johnson-Sea-Link submersible and ROV dives

off eastern and southern Florida. From Reed and Farrington 2010.
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Cape Lookout Lophelia
Banks
Cape Fear Lophelia
Banks 

Stetson Reefs, 
Savannah and East 
Florida  Lithoherms
and Miami Terrace

Pourtales Terrace

Blake Ridge Diapir
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• SAFMC established Allowable 
Golden Crab Fishing Areas so the 
fishery may continue to operate in 
traditional fishing grounds.

• The majority of the fishery’s 
traditional grounds was captured in 
the design of the proposed areas 
thanks to fishermen’s input.

• Five Allowable Golden Crab Fishing 
Areas were designated.

• Four Allowable Shrimp Fishing 
Areas were also designated

Allowable Fishing Areas for
Golden Crab and Deepwater Shrimp 
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Coral Habitat Areas of Particular Concern
Comprehensive Ecosystem Based Amendment-2

• CE-BA2 designates CHAPCs as EFH-
HAPCs These designations do not 
result in new regulations for these 
fisheries but require that future non-
fishing activities in the areas be subject 
to review and consultation. 

• December 30, 2011 Final rule for 
CEBA2 was published in the federal 
register

• January 30, 2012 CEBA2 went into 
effect

Images from Johnson-Sea-Link submersible. From Reed and Farrington 2010.
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Additional actions under evaluation…
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Questions?

For more information, please feel free to contact
Jocelyn.Karazsia@noaa.gov

Anna.Martin@safmc.net


