Black Sea Bass Bag Limit Effects for 2010 Calendar Year

Table1.  Reduction in harvest provided by bag limit.
	BAG LIMIT
	2010

	15
	0

	14
	0.4%

	13
	0.9%

	12
	1.6%

	11
	2.7%

	10
	3.7%

	9
	5.3%

	8
	7.1%

	7
	9.2%

	6
	11.7%

	5
	15.5%

	4
	21.3%

	3
	29.3%

	2
	42.1%

	1
	62.0%


Table 2.  Month when ACL for black sea bass would be met with various bag limit and no harvest months.  Cumulative landings in whole weight.  Based on landings (pounds whole weight) data from 2010 calendar year.

	month
	15 fish
	5 fish no harvest March April
	5 fish
	3 fish Jan-Feb FL/GA, Mar-Apr SC/NC, 5 fish rest
	2 fish Jan-Feb FL/GA, Mar-Apr SC/NC, 5 fish rest
	2 fish March-April, 5 fish rest

	1
	30,860
	26,066
	26,066
	23,757
	21,614
	26,066

	2
	63,125
	53,319
	53,319
	48,473
	43,977
	53,319

	3
	135,428
	53,319
	114,391
	102,554
	91,570
	95,153

	4
	220,095
	53,319
	185,906
	165,469
	146,506
	144,139

	5
	306,900
	126,641
	259,228
	238,791
	219,827
	217,461

	6
	405,053
	209,547
	342,133
	321,697
	302,733
	300,366

	7
	464,686
	259,917
	392,503
	372,066
	353,103
	350,736

	8
	520,057
	306,686
	439,273
	418,836
	399,873
	397,506

	9
	589,894
	365,675
	498,262
	477,825
	458,862
	456,495

	10
	667,565
	431,282
	563,868
	543,431
	524,468
	522,101

	11
	695,308
	454,715
	587,301
	566,865
	547,901
	545,534

	12
	718,297
	474,133
	606,720
	586,283
	567,320
	564,953


Table 3.  Landings (lbs whole weight) associated with different bag limits and no harvest months.  Based on data from 2010 calendar year.
	month
	15 fish
	no harvest March April
	5 fish
	3 fish Jan-Feb FL/GA, Mar-Apr SC/NC, 5 fish rest
	2 fish Jan-Feb FL/GA, Mar-Apr SC/NC, 5 fish rest
	2 fish March-April, 5 fish rest

	1
	30,860
	26,066
	26,066
	23,757
	21,614
	26,066

	2
	32,265
	27,253
	27,253
	24,717
	22,363
	27,253

	3
	72,303
	0
	61,072
	54,081
	47,593
	41,833

	4
	84,666
	0
	71,514
	62,915
	54,936
	48,986

	5
	86,806
	73,322
	73,322
	73,322
	73,322
	73,322

	6
	98,152
	82,906
	82,906
	82,906
	82,906
	82,906

	7
	59,633
	50,370
	50,370
	50,370
	50,370
	50,370

	8
	55,371
	46,770
	46,770
	46,770
	46,770
	46,770

	9
	69,837
	58,989
	58,989
	58,989
	58,989
	58,989

	10
	77,671
	65,606
	65,606
	65,606
	65,606
	65,606

	11
	27,743
	23,433
	23,433
	23,433
	23,433
	23,433

	12
	22,990
	19,418
	19,418
	19,418
	19,418
	19,418


The reduction in harvest provided by a modification of the black sea bass bag limit from the current 15 fish per person per day is provided in Table1.  Table 2 shows the month in which the recreational annual catch limit (ACL) of 409,000 pounds gutted weight would be met for different bag limits as well as a no harvest period.  Landings for the 2010 calendar year are estimated to be around 718,000 pounds gutted weight, which is slightly than was estimated for the June 2010 to May 2011 fishing year previously.  This difference is due to using different months and that landings for January-May 2011 were estimated as the average as the three previous years.  Average landings for January-May 2007-2009 are less than landings during January-May 2010.

With no reduction in the bag limit, it is estimated the 409,000 pound gutted weight ACL would have been met in early July 2010.  Reducing the bag limit to 5 fish with a March-April no harvest period for spawning fish would have resulted in the ACL being met in October 2010.  Just simply reducing the bag limit to 5 fish per person per day is estimated to result in the ACL being met in August.
The recreational ACL would be expected to be met later in August 2010 with a 3 fish per person bag limit during January-February off Florida/Georgia, 3 fish per person bag limit during March-April off South Carolina/North Carolina, and 5 fish per person per day in all other months and regions.  The recreational ACL could be expected to be met in September 2010 with a 2 fish per person bag limit during January-February off Florida/Georgia, 2 fish per person bag limit during March-April off South Carolina/North Carolina, and 5 fish per person per day in all other months and regions.

Based on data from just the 2009 calendar year the recreational ACL of 409,000 pounds gutted weight would not have been met.

Table 4.  Calendar year recreational landings (pounds whole weight) of black sea bass.

	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	1,040,528
	700,010
	708,447
	668,558
	442,227
	405,144
	718,297
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