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Key SAFMC Release Activities

• Continued Outreach

• 2026 Participant Recognition Program

• Sea Grant South Atlantic Release Rodeo

gulfseagrant.org/reef-fish-extension/safmc-
release-rodeo/

Strong performance thus far

Industry events, fishing club seminars

Successful challenge in 2026



Keep Up with the Project

safmc.net/citizen-science/safmc-release/



• Led by Reef Environmental Education 
Foundation

• Partner with divers to collect length info on 
data limited species

• Transitioned to dual laser mounted GoPro 
camera system

• Backend AI workflow to extract lengths

• SECOORA Data Portal

• Collaborations with dive operators

• Proposal to continue efforts in South 
Atlantic, expand into the Gulf, and 
formalize data delivery in 2027

SMILE Project

PC:Tom Sparke

https://portal.secoora.org/?ls=pWNdMivl#map
https://portal.secoora.org/?ls=pWNdMivl#map


PC: Skip Nielsen



Project Updates

Trip to Outer Banks History Center to scan photos in late 
October 2026

To see project findings to date: visit FISHstory Results in 
Zooniverse or watch NOAA Library Seminar Series on FISHstory

Preliminary relative indices of abundance developed for Red 
Snapper & King Mackerel with Zooniverse data

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/safmcadmin/fishstory/about/results
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/safmcadmin/fishstory/about/results
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84LSBSCgDx8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84LSBSCgDx8


King Mackerel

Preliminary index – still 
under development



Red Snapper

Preliminary index – still 
under development



• Exploring development of a project in the South Atlantic 
that aims to partner with fishermen to collect bottom 
temperature data

• eMOLT: successful cooperative ocean observing program 
in the Northeast administered through NOAA’s NEFSC 
and the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation

• Could South Atlantic develop a similar pilot project?

• Asked for input during some fall AP meetings

Project Idea
Partner with fishermen to collect environmental data

https://www.emolt.org/
https://www.emolt.org/


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/climate-change/partnering-fishing-industry-monitor-northeast-shelf



Project Idea
Partner with fishermen to collect bottom temperature 

https://www.zebra-tech.co.nz/moana-td-sensor/

Example deck box and sensors



Collaborative Science Workshop & Proposal

Update on development of cross regional, collaborative science proposal

Northeast AlaskaSouth Atlantic



Keep up with projects 
& the Program!

Julia Byrd
CitSci Program Manager

julia.byrd@safmc.net

Meg Withers
CitSci Project Coordinator

meg.withers@safmc.netsafmc.net/citizen-science-program/

mailto:Julia.byrd@safmc.net
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