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2024 Data Summary

Most 2024 submissions came from South
Carolina, followed by Florida, North Carolina,
and Georgia.

The majority of submissions were from

64% of logged releases
were Red Snapper, 19%
were Gag, and 7% were
Red Grouper. Graysby
and Scamp each
accounted for about
5% of entries.

Smallest: 5 in

Largest: 32 in

Average: 18 in
Average depth caught: 82 ft

recreational trips, followed by charter trips.

Red Snapper
Smallest: 12 in
Largest: 40 in
Average: 21in

Average depth caught: 89 ft

Non-offset circle hooks were
logged most frequently in
2024, followed by other hooks
(e.g. jigs), j-hooks, and offset
circle hooks. Non-offset circle
hooks have been the most
commonly recorded hook
type with the project each
year, which is great since
these hooks are less likely to
hook a fish in lethal areas like
the gills. About 93% of
releases were hooked in the |
Jjaw. For hook regulations, see

2% of recorded releases
experienced shark
depredation.

the Best Fishing Practices Non-Offset Circle
webpage. 76.9%

s depth caught increases,
so does the percent of
releases being vented,

descended, or both. This

makes sense because the
risk of barotrauma increases
with depth caught. However,
not all fish caught in deeper

waters need descending.

Familiarity with the signs of

barotrauma is key to
knowing when to descend.

91-120 ft 121+ ft Learn more about

Both barotrauma on the_Best

treatments  Eishing Practices webpage.
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Summary includes:

* Release submissions by state & fishing
sector

« Species submitted

* Length compositions

* Release treatment by depth

» Shark depredation

 Hook type & location

« 2024 Participant Recognition Milestones


https://safmc.net/documents/release-2024-data-summary-final/
https://safmc.net/documents/release-2024-data-summary-final/
https://safmc.net/documents/release-2024-data-summary-final/
https://safmc.net/documents/release-2024-data-summary-final/
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SEDAR90-DW17: Red Snapper Release
Length Composition, 2022-2024
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SEDAR90-DW17: Red Snapper Release Length
Composition Comparisons, 2022-2024
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Sea Grant South Atlantic

RELEASE

RODEO Release Rodeo

»
Sea Grant wants best fishing ' N‘
I',,

SAFMC Release wants more entries

practices gear in fishermen’s hands that can be used for validation

Rodeo Structure
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wite N Sea Grant South Atlantic
fo Release Rodeo: Outcomes

When comparing SAFMC Release submissions to challenge months
during an average of previous years (2023 & 2024)

T 28% increase in submissions

@ Number of submissions with photos doubled

y Number of submissions with photos that can be
used for length validation almost tripled



Sea Grant South Atlantic
Release Rodeo: Outcomes

RELEASE

RODEO

Best fishing practices gear distributed by
Sea Grant to randomly select participating
fishermen

Positive feedback from fishermen on
challenge & Sea grant giveaways

Built meaningful relationships with
fishing community members
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Project Findings To Date

&
/

Over 2,300 photos have been digitized &
archived from the South Atlantic from the
1940s-1980s

Over 4,000 volunteers analyzed 1,950 photos
Validation Team reviewed 230 photos
Data can show trend for key species

All King Mackerel & Red Snapper have been measured
in the photo archive

Red Snapper length compositions were produced
King Mackerel length compositions are being updated



Volunteer classification in Zooniverse @

completed for currently archived photos

A SAFMC CitSci Projecs

LEVEL 4: Classify Dolphinfish,
LEVEL 2: Classify King Mackerel, LEVEL 3: Classify Red Snapper, Cobia, Gray Triggerfish & Little

LEVEL 1: Count Fish and People Grouper & Sailfish Amberjack & Sharks Tunny

Retirement limit: 20 Retirement limit: 20 Retirement limit: 20 Retirement limit: 20
Images retired: 580 / 580 Images retired: 1,054 /1,054 Images retired: 1,054 / 1,054 Images retired: 1,054 /1,054
ETC* O days ETC* O days ETC* O days ETC* O days

100% Complete 100% Complete 100% Complete 100% Complete
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Validation
Team
Currently
Reviewing
Photos



Red Snapper
FISHstory
length

compositions
by decade
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Size Composition
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A SAFMC CitSci Projecs

SEDAR90-DW16:

Red Snapper
Annual Length
Compositions
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SMILE Project

* Partner with divers to collect length info
on data limited species

« Laser-mounted Olympus underwater
cameras

« Data processing & analysis underway

e Survey conducted to better understand
demographics, motivations, and barriers
of recreational divers

* Presented methodology to SSC at April
2025 meeting

 SMILE presentation — SAFMC Oct Seminar
Series

itizen COOR

Southeast Coastal Ocean Observing

°
c I e n ce Regional Association

REEF

Reef Environmental Education Foundation




Keep up with projects & the Program!
safmec.net/citizen-science-program/

Julia Byrd
CitSci Program Manager

julia.byrd@safmc.net

Meg Withers
CitSci Project Coordinator
meg.withers@safme.net
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