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Florida Keys Commercial Fishermen’s Association 
P.O. Box 501404, Marathon, FL 33050 


 
 
 
 


October	  28,	  2012	  
	  
Dr.	  Roy	  Crabtree,	  Regional	  Administrator	   	   	   Mr.	  Douglas	  Boyd,	  Chairman	  
NOAA	  Fisheries/SERO	   	   	   	   	   	   Gulf	  of	  Mexico	  Fishery	  Management	  Council	  
263	  -‐	  13th	  Avenue	  South	  	   	   	   	   	   2203	  N.	  Lois	  Avenue,	  Suite	  1100	  
St.	  Petersburg,	  FL	  	  33701	   	   	   	   	   Tampa,	  FL	  	  33607	  
	  
Mr.	  David	  Cupka,	  Chairman	  
South	  Atlantic	  Fishery	  Management	  Council	  
4055	  Faber	  Place	  Drive,	  Suite	  201	  
N.	  Charleston,	  SC	  	  29405	  
	  
Re:	  	  Yellowtail	  Snapper	  
	  
Dear	  Dr.	  Crabtree,	  Mr.	  Boyd	  &	  Mr.	  Cupka,	  
	  
Commercial	  and	  recreational	  harvest	  of	  yellowtail	  snapper	  is	  one	  of	  the	  most	  economically	  important	  species	  in	  
South	  Florida	  and	  especially	  the	  Florida	  Keys	  with	  approximately	  90%	  of	  the	  entire	  harvest	  in	  the	  State	  of	  Florida	  
taking	  place	  in	  Monroe	  County/Florida	  Keys.	  	  The	  positive	  economic	  impact	  reverberates	  throughout	  our	  island	  
communities	  affecting	  fishermen,	  fish	  houses,	  restaurants,	  fish	  markets,	  grocery	  stores,	  charter	  fishing	  operations	  
and	  tourism.	  
	  
Collectively,	  the	  5	  letter	  writers	  below	  have	  over	  125	  years	  of	  experience	  in	  the	  commercial	  and	  recreational	  
harvest	  of	  yellowtail	  snapper	  and	  can	  attest	  to	  the	  resilience	  and	  sustainability	  of	  the	  fishery,	  fully	  supported	  by	  
SEDAR	  stock	  assessments	  conducted	  in	  2003	  and	  2012.	  	  We	  care	  about	  the	  future	  of	  our	  fishery	  and	  pledge	  our	  
full	  cooperation	  toward	  the	  successful	  management	  of	  it	  for	  generations	  to	  come.	  	  Therefore,	  we	  would	  like	  to	  
offer	  these	  specific	  proposals	  for	  your	  consideration:	  
	  


1. Conduct	  a	  thorough	  review	  of	  management	  options	  including:	  
a. Joint	  Gulf/South	  Atlantic	  Fishery	  Management	  Plan	  
b. Managing	  the	  fishery	  as	  one	  stock	  with	  one	  quota	  


	  
2. Change	  the	  fishing	  year	  from	  January	  1	  –	  December	  31,	  of	  each	  calendar	  year	  to	  August	  1	  -‐	  July	  31,	  of	  


each	  calendar	  year.	  	  Therefore,	  should	  a	  fishery	  closure	  become	  warranted,	  it	  would	  occur	  during	  the	  
optimal	  spawning	  period.	  


	  
3. Significantly	  increase	  the	  ACL	  to	  correspond	  to	  the	  recommended	  ABC	  set	  by	  the	  SSC	  this	  October	  and	  


consider	  setting	  a	  SOFT-‐TAC	  on	  the	  commercial	  harvest	  of	  yellowtail	  snapper.	  	  Yellowtail	  snapper	  are	  not	  
undergoing	  overfishing	  or	  overfished.	  	  Over-‐runs	  can	  easily	  be	  managed	  and	  adjusted	  in	  the	  following	  
fishing	  season	  and	  the	  action	  would	  prevent	  disruptive,	  in-‐season	  closures.	  


	  
4. Improve	  dealer	  reporting	  requirements	  to	  include	  electronic	  reporting	  at	  weekly	  intervals.	  


	  


Phone & Fax: 305-743-0294     Cell: 305-619-0039 
E-mail: FKCFA1@hotmail.com       Website: FKCFA.Org 


Office Physical Address:  6363 Overseas Highway, Suite #4, Marathon, FL 







 
Gentlemen,	  we	  also	  extend	  our	  sincere	  appreciation	  to	  all	  of	  you,	  for	  your	  diligent	  efforts	  in	  re-‐examining	  2012	  
harvest	  levels	  and	  keeping	  this	  valuable	  fishery	  open	  by	  emergency	  rule	  for	  the	  balance	  of	  2012.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  


s/Bill Kelly 
	  
Capt.	  Bill	  Kelly	  
Executive	  Director	  
	  
	  


s/Manny Herrera    s/Marco Herrera 
___________________________________	   	   __________________________________ 
Manny	  Herrera,	  Commercial	  Fisherman	   	   	   Marco	  Herrera,	  Commercial	  Fisherman	  
	  
	  


s/Carter Logan     s/Rick Turner 
___________________________________	   	   ___________________________________	  
Carter	  Logan,	  Commercial	  Fisherman	   	   	   Rick	  Turner,	  Commercial	  Fisherman	   	   	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
C:	  	  Mr.	  Nick	  Wiley,	  FWC	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Ms.	  Jessica	  McCawley,	  FWC	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Ms.	  Martha	  Bademan,	  FWC	  








Jimmy Hull’s Comments        11/01/2012 


 


 The Cooperative Research Program (CRP) provides much needed data collection by utilizing both 


scientific and industry stakeholders’ talent together in a time of limited funds and budgets. The 


industry can provide a more cost effective sampling vessel than the Federal Government and in 


the real stakeholder world of expertise. 


 


 Thank you for the efforts on the yellow tail snapper emergency rule. This is an example of the 


council being fast on their feet and being able to turn on a dime, which is much needed in our 


fisheries management. 


 


 The estimate of recreational landings is a very big problem. MRFSS was unreliable and MRIP is 


only marginally better. The estimates and manipulation of recreational landings is the biggest 


data collection problem and you need to fix it. 


 


 The Golden Tilefish fishery was allowed to open with a 300-pound gutted weight trip limit late 


this year when the additional quota from SEDAR 25 became available. Next year when the new 


endorsement program starts I would recommend you implement an effort reduction plan to 


extend the season. Such as 2 weeks open then 2 weeks closed or even 1 week open and 3 weeks 


closed. 


 


 The need for new MPA’s for the protection of Warsaw groupers (WG) and Speckled hind 


grouper (SH) has not been proven nor has it been recently proven that WG and SH are in risk of 


overfishing. We should conduct a CRP, utilizing industry vessels and expertise with SEFSC and 


Florida scientists to collect data targeting WG and SH. Or open the fishery for limited harvest 


mini seasons to collect samples for analysis. 


 


 ACL’s should be adjusted as quickly as possible as soon as new information is available. Again 


the council needs to be fast on their feet. 


 


 As for the Red Snapper fishery this year and in the future. The mini season is a much needed and 


appreciated small 1st step in correcting a mistake that was made by closing a healthy fishery that 


should have never been totally closed. Having mini seasons to harvest the ACL is the best way to 


open the fishery. I oppose a tag fishery for both commercial and recreational for red snapper. 


Further, the current CRP Data Collection Program in place this year for Red Snapper needs to be 


funded every year. 


 


 As far as Regulatory Amendment 14 and measures for Greater Amberjacks, raise the trip limit to 


1500 pounds since we are not fishing to OY . For Gray trigger fish, do not raise the minimum size 


limit and wait until the SEDAR 32 stock assessment results become next year before you make 







any changes. As for Black Sea Bass (BSB) wait until the stock assessment updated results next 


year before you make changes. You have just corrected and eliminated the short derby BSB Pot 


Fishery. Give the new BSB management time before tweaking. 


 


 Right whale interaction with the BSB pot vertical lines is now a non-issue. You have done the job 


by eliminating the risk with pot limits, trip limits, and most important the requirement to tend 


your gear and bring it back to shore with you. 


 


 The Vermillion Snapper trip limit should stay at 1500 pounds and the bag limit should remain at 


5 fish per person. 


 


 I agree that we need some regional management of certain species but we also need regional 


science and stock assessments on those unassessed fish species. 


 


 Blue Runners should be taken out of the Snapper Grouper FMP and become part of the Coastal 


Migratory Pelagics (CMP) FMP or be managed by the state of Florida. 


 


 As far a dealer generic permits I feel having 1 federal dealer permit for most species is okay. 


However I don’t feel you should create a separate new reporting bureaucracy. Use the same 


reporting system we have now but require weekly reporting and enforce it. When you get close 


to the ACL require daily reporting. 


 


The only Federal Dealer Report I make is HMS every 14 days, everything else is through the 


Florida Trip Ticket Program. 


 


 Finally as the science catches up with the reality that most of our fisheries are healthy and 


sustainable we need to have access to the stocks and keep fishermen fishing. You need to 


quickly adjust ACL’s for public access.  


 


 Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) - If you require VMS for snapper grouper commercial fishing 


vessels you should require it for the head boat and charter boat for-hire sector also. 


 


Captain Jimmy Hull 
F/V Hull's Sea Lover 
Ponce Inlet, Florida 
 








---------- Forwarded message ---------- 


From: Patrick Magrady <pmagrady@cfl.rr.com> 


Date: Mon, Nov 19, 2012 at 7:48 AM 


Subject: Amendment 15 


To: SGAmend15Comments@safmc.net, palmettobooks@bellsouth.net, mackattackben@att.net, 


AnnaBarriosBeckwith@gmail.com, tbburgess@embarqmail.com, michelle.duval@ncdenr.gov, 


bellm@dnr.sc.gov, tom@swatzel.com, SteveAmicks@aol.com, doughaymans@gmail.com, 


ga_capt@yahoo.com, jolleyjw@yahoo.com, jessica.mccawley@myfwc.com, roy.crabtree@noaa.gov 


 


 


  


  


  


  


Good morning folks. My name is Patrick Magrady. As you can see by my signature I live in Ponce Inlet FL. 


I fish out of here and Port Canaveral. Before the closures I fished for Snapper and grouper. Since the 


closures my fishing has been confined to the lesser bottom species like vermillion snapper and sea bass. 


While I don’t get out as often as I did before the closures, I do have feel for the health of the fishery. 


 


I wish to make the following comments: 


Amendment 15 


 


Action 1. Revise Annual Catch Limit (ACL) and Optimum Yield (OY) for Yellowtail Snapper 


I support Alternative 2. For yellowtail snapper, establish ACL = OY = ABC. 


Commercial ACL = 1,596,510 


Recreational ACL = 1,440,990 


Recreational ACT = 1,253,661 


This alternative is the best of the given alternatives but is not  


 


 


Action 2. Yellowtail Snapper: Commercial and Recreational Fishing Year and Commercial Spawning 


Season Closure 


I support Alternative 1 (No Action). Retain the calendar year as the commercial and recreational fishing 


year for yellowtail snapper. Do not establish a spawning season closure for the commercial sector for 


yellowtail snapper. 


 


 


Action 3. Gag and Shallow Water Groupers: Commercial Annual Catch Limits and Accountability 


Measures - Reduce adverse socioeconomic effects to fishermen and fishing communities that utilize the 


shallow water grouper portion of the snapper grouper fishery. 


I oppose this in that the highest and best use of the resource is in allowing the recreational anglers to 


have a year round fishery. The data clearly shows that recreational anglers landings produce many 
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multiples of revenue per pound of fish landed over commercial landings and thus expanding the 


recreational sector would best help the communities. 


  


 








My name is Dave Megregian I live in Merritt Island, FL. I primarily fish out of Port Canaveral. I have been 


fishing for over 40 years. In my time fishing in the waters off of central Florida, I had observed the fish 


population decline of the 80's.  However, I have never seen such a rebound as we have had over the 


past 20 years. Our entire offshore fish population is thriving.  I would encourage responsible fisheries 


management. 


 


I wish to make the following comments: 


Amendement 15 


 


Action 1. Revise Annual Catch Limit (ACL) and Optimum Yield (OY) for Yellowtail Snapper 


I support Alternative 2. For yellowtail snapper, establish ACL = OY = ABC. 


Commercial ACL = 1,596,510 


Recreational ACL = 1,440,990 


Recreational ACT = 1,253,661 


This alternative is the best of the given alternatives but is not  


 


 


Action 2. Yellowtail Snapper: Commercial and Recreational Fishing Year and Commercial Spawning 


Season Closure 


I support Alternative 1 (No Action). Retain the calendar year as the commercial and recreational fishing 


year for yellowtail snapper. Do not establish a spawning season closure for the commercial sector for 


yellowtail snapper. 


 


 


Action 3. Gag and Shallow Water Groupers: Commercial Annual Catch Limits and Accountability 


Measures - Reduce adverse socioeconomic effects to fishermen and fishing communities that utilize the 


shallow water grouper portion of the snapper grouper fishery. 


I oppose this in that the highest and best use of the resource is in allowing the recreational anglers to 


have a year round fishery. The data clearly shows that recreational anglers landings produce many 


multiples of revenue per pound of fish landed over commercial landings and thus expanding the 


recreational sector would best help the communities. 
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From: Alex Ng
To: SGRegAmend 15Comments
Subject: targeting red groupers
Date: Thursday, November 01, 2012 5:35:43 PM



To Safmc:
My name is Alex Ng.   My brother Anthony Ng and I  have commerically fish for snapper and grouper off
the coast of North Carolina for 29 seasons.  I am a strong believer that we could effectively target fish
for red grouper with almost no interaction ( maybe 1 fish or less per trip ) of gag groupers.  This I
believe is due to these species of grouper live in different habit from each other.  If the gag quota is
meet and the red grouper quota is not ....I feel commerical fishermen should be allowed to target the
red grouper.  Please refer Dr. Jeff Buckel study on hook size and style on mortality rates of groupers in
2003 and see our results in NC. If you have any questions please either call 252-808-2463 and email
me .  Thank you.
Alex Ng 





mailto:nancyalexng@hotmail.com


mailto:sgregamend15comments@safmc.net








My name is Douglas Bartolett I live in Merritt Island fl. I primarily fish out of Port Canaveral I have been 
fishing for 30+ years. I have seen the fishing improve vastly from the lows in the 1980’s when a 16” fish 
was a big one. I now regularly catch red snapper over 30” and there are plenty of these size on most of 
the reef’s I fish. 


! wish to make the following comments: 
Amendment 28 
 
Action 1. Red Snapper: ACLs, AMs, and Fishing Seasons 
 
Alternative 1 – No Action 
This alternative is unacceptable in that it perpetuates the past errors made in the data calculations. 
 
Sub-alternative 2c. Two previous year's ratio. 
I support this alternative  
 


Alternative 3. Establish commercial fishing seasons.  
I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there is 
a sustainable recreational year round fishery  
 
Alternative 4. Establish recreational fishing seasons.  
I support (pick one) 
Sub-alternative 4a. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the second Friday in July. 


 
Alternative 5. Eliminate the red snapper commercial and recreational 20-inch TL minimum size limit. 
I support this alternative 
 
Alternative 6. Establish a red snapper commercial trip limit. 
I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there is 


a sustainable recreational year round fishery, however if there is to be a commercial trip limit it should be 
6a 25 lb. gutted weight. 
 
Alternative 7. Establish a red snapper recreational bag limit of Three fish per person per day. 
I agree with this alternative  


 








My name is Jim Benvegna.  I live in Stuart, FL and primarily now fish out of st. lucie inlet. I 


have fished offshore for the last 22 years from port canaveral to Key Largo.  I wish to make the 


following comments: 


 


Amendment 28 


 


Action 1. Red Snapper: ACLs, AMs, and Fishing Seasons 


 


Alternative 1 – No Action 


This alternative is unacceptable in that it perpetuates the past errors made in the data 


calculations. 


 


Sub-alternative 2c. Two previous year's ratio. 


I support this alternative  


 


Alternative 3. Establish commercial fishing seasons.  


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until 


there is a sustainable recreational year round fishery  


 


Alternative 4. Establish recreational fishing seasons.  


I support Sub-alternative 4a. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the second 


Friday in July. 


 


Alternative 5. Eliminate the red snapper commercial and recreational 20-inch TL minimum size 


limit. 


I oppose this alternative 


 


Alternative 6. Establish a red snapper commercial trip limit. 


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until 


there is a sustainable recreational year round fishery, however if there is to be a commercial trip 


limit it should be 6a 25 lb. gutted weight. 


 


Alternative 7. Establish a red snapper recreational bag limit of one fish per person per day. 


I agree with this alternative 


 


 


Thank you 


 


 


Jim Benvegna  


561-865-1082 


 








My name is Michael Colter I live in Oviedo, FL.  I primarily fish out of Ponce Inlet / Port Canaveral and 
have been fishing for the past 10 years.  
 
I wish to make the following comments: 
Amendment 28 
 
Action 1. Red Snapper: ACLs, AMs, and Fishing Seasons 
 
Alternative 1 – No Action 
This alternative is unacceptable in that it perpetuates the past errors made in the data calculations. 
 
Sub-alternative 2c. Two previous year's ratio. 
I support this alternative  
 
Alternative 3. Establish commercial fishing seasons.  
I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there is a 
sustainable recreational year round fishery  
 
Alternative 4. Establish recreational fishing seasons.  
I support sub-alternative 4b. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the first Friday in August. 
 
Alternative 5. Eliminate the red snapper commercial and recreational 20-inch TL minimum size limit. 
I support this alternative 
 
Alternative 6. Establish a red snapper commercial trip limit. 
I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there is a 
sustainable recreational year round fishery, however if there is to be a commercial trip limit it should be 6a 
25 lb. gutted weight. 
 
Alternative 7. Establish a red snapper recreational bag limit of one fish per person per day. 
I agree with this alternative 


 








---------- Forwarded message ---------- 


From:  <rnf777@aol.com> 


Date: Mon, Nov 19, 2012 at 7:50 AM 


Subject: Red Snapper Amendments 


To: SGAmend28Comments@safmc.net, palmettobooks@bellsouth.net, mackattackben@att.net, 


AnnaBarriosBeckwith@gmail.com, tbburgess@embarqmail.com, michelle.duval@ncdenr.gov, 


bellm@dnr.sc.gov, tom@swatzel.com, SteveAmicks@aol.com, doughaymans@gmail.com, 


ga_capt@yahoo.com, jolleyjw@yahoo.com, jessica.mccawley@myfwc.com, roy.crabtree@noaa.gov 


 


 


My name is Ryan Frauenheim I live in Jacksonville Beach, FL. I primarily fish out of Mayport. I have been 


fishing for 15 years in this area. We have some of the best Red Snapper fishing here and it a shame that 


it is closed down. Even if the minimum keeper catch was 1 per person, that would be something. We 


sometimes catch 20-30 red snapper on a trip with 4 guys. Something is flawed with the data that has 


been received 


 because from being in the field and talking to other fishermen, the red snapper population is thriving. 


That is not an opinion, that is a fact. 


Here are my opinions on the proposed amendments: 


  


Amendment 28 


 


Action 1. Red Snapper: ACLs, AMs, and Fishing Seasons 


 


Alternative 1 – No Action 


This alternative is unacceptable in that it perpetuates the past errors made in the data calculations. 


 


Sub-alternative 2c. Two previous year's ratio. 


I support this alternative  


 


Alternative 3. Establish commercial fishing seasons.  


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there is a 


sustainable recreational year round fishery  


 


Alternative 4. Establish recreational fishing seasons.  


I support  


Sub-alternative 4a. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the second Friday in July. 


 


Alternative 5. Eliminate the red snapper commercial and recreational 20-inch TL minimum size limit. 


I support this alternative 


 


Alternative 6. Establish a red snapper commercial trip limit. 


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there is a 


sustainable recreational year round fishery, however if there is to be a commercial trip limit it should be 6a 


25 lb. gutted weight. 


 


Alternative 7. Establish a red snapper recreational bag limit of one fish per person per day. 


I agree with this alternative 
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Please consider my opinions and that of other knowledgeable fishermen when making decisions 


regarding 


the Red Snapper situation. We all love our fishery and the closures of Red Snapper takes another piece 


of our resource away.  Thank you for your time. 


  


Best Regards, Ryan Frauenheim 








Hello, 
  
My name is Captain Henry Hauch, I live in East Central Florida, and I primarily fish out of Port 


Canaveral. I have been fishing for 37 years in this region. The  
health of the fisheries we see now, particularly in ARS and BSB rivals or even exceeds those 


seen nearly 4 decades ago, before years of decline. Its past the 
time to allow access to our resource on what has been a decade of tremendous growth. While 


data collection remains fundamentally flawed, particulary on 
the recreational side, with participant numbers remaining a likely 3 1/2 to 4 times overestimated, 


we still see a healthy and continually growing fishery. 
Reguarding Amendment 28, I wish to make the following comments: 
 


Amendment 28 


 


Action 1. Red Snapper: ACLs, AMs, and Fishing Seasons 


 


Alternative 1 – No Action 


This alternative is unacceptable in that it perpetuates the past errors made in the data 


calculations. 


 


Sub-alternative 2c. Two previous year's ratio. 


I support this alternative  


 


Alternative 3. Establish commercial fishing seasons.  


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until 


there is a sustainable recreational year round fishery  


 


Alternative 4. Establish recreational fishing seasons.  


I support (pick one) 


Sub-alternative 4a. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the second Friday in 


July. 


Sub-alternative 4b. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the first Friday in 


August. 


 


Alternative 5. Eliminate the red snapper commercial and recreational 20-inch TL minimum size 


limit. 


I support this alternative 


 


Alternative 6. Establish a red snapper commercial trip limit. 


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until 


there is a sustainable recreational year round fishery, however if there is to be a commercial trip 


limit it should be 6a 25 lb. gutted weight. 


 


Alternative 7. Establish a red snapper recreational bag limit of one fish per person per day. 


I agree with this alternative 


  







Thank You for your consideration, 
Captain Henry 
ACME Ventures Fishing 
www.ACME-Ventures-Fishing.com 
321-794-7955 
 



http://www.acme-ventures-fishing.com/






My name is Sean Heverin and I live in Jacksonville, FL. I own a S/A Snapper Grouper Permit 


and fish commercially out of NE FL. I am writing in response to the alternaitves for Amendment 


28.  


  


Over the past year I have encountered numerous Red Snapper while targeting other species in the 


Snapper Grouper Complex. There were trips when fishing in 100-130ft of water in this area 


where the Red Snapper were so thick and agressive that we could not catch our desired species. 


Usually Vermillion Snapper, Grouper, Mangrove Snapper and Mutton Snapper were the 


intended species and while fishing for them Red Snapper literally took over certain spots where 


we could not fish for the intended species. I have seen Red Snapper show up in areas where I 


have never caught them before. They are moving into areas that histroically did not hold Red 


Snapper. The Red Snapper were biting rigs that were not intended for them and actually seem to 


be getting dumber and easier to catch then they use to be. Over the last 2 years since the closure I 


have observed that Red Snapper seem to be easier to catch then before 2010 when it appeared 


that they were much smarter. My opinion is that the Red Snapper stock is healthy and not 


undergoing overfishing and that the population can support a recreational fishing season and also 


a small trip limit for commercial fisherman. My opinion is that we should offer recreational 


fisherman a 1 fish per person per day limit and limit the fishing to Fri, Sat and Sunday so the 


fishery can be closely monitored and regulated by the state law enforcement. This recreational 


season should be open during non spawning periods and for specific fishing seasons. The 


commercial side should be allowed a 100lb trip limit that should run all year with the exception 


of spawning periods when the season should be closed for both commercial and recreational 


sectors. By allowing a 100lb trip limit commercial fisherman will not go out of their way to catch 


Red Snapper as we will catch them anyway with bycatch fishing for other species. 100lbs is 


small enough to where commercial fisherman will not be able to make a trip specifically to target 


Red Snapper but will allow commercial fisherman to add to the total catch of other species to 


turn a greater profit on their trips. 100lbs a trip will not wear down or hurt the population growth. 


Currently 100lbs of Red Snapper normally die as bycatch due to gut hooked fish or mortality 


when fishing for other species. This could be structured similarily to the Snowy Grouper fishery. 


It is a plus to go out and catch 100lbs of Snowy Grouper each trip as it contributes $350-$450 of 


revenue to each trip. With a small trip limit it does not hurt the population nor do commercial 


fisherman go out  on trips and specifically target Snowy Grouper as the main species to catch for 


a trip. This could work for Red Snapper as well.  


  


I am not in favor of Alternative 1 


-the fish stock is healthy and sustainable and the data used to close the species in 2010 was 


flawed and innacurate.  


  


I am in favor of Alternative 2 


-spefically Sub- Alternative 2c 


  


I am in favor of Alternative 3 


-open commercial fishing seasons. -whichever sub alternative option occurs during periods of 


non spawning periods should be selected 


  


I am in favor of Alternative 4 







-whichever sub alternative option occurs during periods of non spawning periods should be 


selected 


  


I am in favor of Alternative 5 


-no size limit 


  


I am in favor of Alterternative 6, Sub-Alternative 6d. 


-100lb commercial trip limit 


-only during non-spawning periods 


  


I am in favor of Alternative 7 


-only on weekends (Fri, Sat and Sun) and during non spawning periods 


  


Thanks, 


  


Sean Heverin 


406 11th St North Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 


(302) 562-1318 


seanhev77@yahoo.com 


sean.heverin@everbank.com 
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Jimmy Hull’s Comments        11/01/2012 


 


 The Cooperative Research Program (CRP) provides much needed data collection by utilizing both 


scientific and industry stakeholders’ talent together in a time of limited funds and budgets. The 


industry can provide a more cost effective sampling vessel than the Federal Government and in 


the real stakeholder world of expertise. 


 


 Thank you for the efforts on the yellow tail snapper emergency rule. This is an example of the 


council being fast on their feet and being able to turn on a dime, which is much needed in our 


fisheries management. 


 


 The estimate of recreational landings is a very big problem. MRFSS was unreliable and MRIP is 


only marginally better. The estimates and manipulation of recreational landings is the biggest 


data collection problem and you need to fix it. 


 


 The Golden Tilefish fishery was allowed to open with a 300-pound gutted weight trip limit late 


this year when the additional quota from SEDAR 25 became available. Next year when the new 


endorsement program starts I would recommend you implement an effort reduction plan to 


extend the season. Such as 2 weeks open then 2 weeks closed or even 1 week open and 3 weeks 


closed. 


 


 The need for new MPA’s for the protection of Warsaw groupers (WG) and Speckled hind 


grouper (SH) has not been proven nor has it been recently proven that WG and SH are in risk of 


overfishing. We should conduct a CRP, utilizing industry vessels and expertise with SEFSC and 


Florida scientists to collect data targeting WG and SH. Or open the fishery for limited harvest 


mini seasons to collect samples for analysis. 


 


 ACL’s should be adjusted as quickly as possible as soon as new information is available. Again 


the council needs to be fast on their feet. 


 


 As for the Red Snapper fishery this year and in the future. The mini season is a much needed and 


appreciated small 1st step in correcting a mistake that was made by closing a healthy fishery that 


should have never been totally closed. Having mini seasons to harvest the ACL is the best way to 


open the fishery. I oppose a tag fishery for both commercial and recreational for red snapper. 


Further, the current CRP Data Collection Program in place this year for Red Snapper needs to be 


funded every year. 


 


 As far as Regulatory Amendment 14 and measures for Greater Amberjacks, raise the trip limit to 


1500 pounds since we are not fishing to OY . For Gray trigger fish, do not raise the minimum size 


limit and wait until the SEDAR 32 stock assessment results become next year before you make 







any changes. As for Black Sea Bass (BSB) wait until the stock assessment updated results next 


year before you make changes. You have just corrected and eliminated the short derby BSB Pot 


Fishery. Give the new BSB management time before tweaking. 


 


 Right whale interaction with the BSB pot vertical lines is now a non-issue. You have done the job 


by eliminating the risk with pot limits, trip limits, and most important the requirement to tend 


your gear and bring it back to shore with you. 


 


 The Vermillion Snapper trip limit should stay at 1500 pounds and the bag limit should remain at 


5 fish per person. 


 


 I agree that we need some regional management of certain species but we also need regional 


science and stock assessments on those unassessed fish species. 


 


 Blue Runners should be taken out of the Snapper Grouper FMP and become part of the Coastal 


Migratory Pelagics (CMP) FMP or be managed by the state of Florida. 


 


 As far a dealer generic permits I feel having 1 federal dealer permit for most species is okay. 


However I don’t feel you should create a separate new reporting bureaucracy. Use the same 


reporting system we have now but require weekly reporting and enforce it. When you get close 


to the ACL require daily reporting. 


 


The only Federal Dealer Report I make is HMS every 14 days, everything else is through the 


Florida Trip Ticket Program. 


 


 Finally as the science catches up with the reality that most of our fisheries are healthy and 


sustainable we need to have access to the stocks and keep fishermen fishing. You need to 


quickly adjust ACL’s for public access.  


 


 Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) - If you require VMS for snapper grouper commercial fishing 


vessels you should require it for the head boat and charter boat for-hire sector also. 


 


Captain Jimmy Hull 
F/V Hull's Sea Lover 
Ponce Inlet, Florida 
 








My name is Dave Megregian I live in Merritt Island, FL. I primarily fish out of Port Canaveral. I have been 


fishing for over 40 years. In my time fishing in the waters off of central Florida, I had observed the fish 


population decline of the 80's.  However, I have never seen such a rebound as we have had over the 


past 20 years. Our entire offshore fish population is thriving.  I would encourage responsible fisheries 


management. 


I wish to make the following comments: 


Amendment 28 


 


Action 1. Red Snapper: ACLs, AMs, and Fishing Seasons 


 


Alternative 1 – No Action 


This alternative is unacceptable in that it perpetuates the past errors made in the data calculations. 


 


Sub-alternative 2c. Two previous year's ratio. 


I support this alternative  


 


Alternative 3. Establish commercial fishing seasons.  


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there 


is a sustainable recreational year round fishery  


 


Alternative 4. Establish recreational fishing seasons.  


I support (pick one) 


Sub-alternative 4a. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the second Friday in July. 


Sub-alternative 4b. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the first Friday in August. 


 


Alternative 5. Eliminate the red snapper commercial and recreational 20-inch TL minimum size limit. 


I support this alternative 


 


Alternative 6. Establish a red snapper commercial trip limit. 


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there 


is a sustainable recreational year round fishery, however if there is to be a commercial trip limit it should 


be 6a 25 lb. gutted weight. 


 


Alternative 7. Establish a red snapper recreational bag limit of one fish per person per day. 


I agree with this alternative 


 


 


Sincerely, 


Dave Megregian 
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From: Capt. Bill Parker
To: SGAmend28 Comments
Subject: Red Snapper comment
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 10:48:11 AM



There has been an abundance of red snapper of all year classes in South Carolina
waters since the 1990s. Please return recreational bag limit of 2 per person @ 20"
min. length & open year round.
-- 



Thanks,



Capt. Bill Parker
Owner/Operator
Runaway Fishing Charters
Hilton Head Island, SC
(843) 384-6511
www.runawayfishingcharter.com





mailto:runfish1@roadrunner.com


mailto:sgamend28comments@safmc.net
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Not in reference to Amendment 13 in particular but I wanted to have my opinion on record for the 
council. 
  
My name is David Everhart, Captain of the F/V Heat Seaker, Owner of a Federal Snapper/Grouper permit 
as well as King Mackeral, Spanish, Dolphin/Wahoo, and I support and propose the council consider trip 
limits to keep the seasons open year round. Obviously some trip limits are in place. I personally feel like 
trip limits should be revised to keep fishermen at work. I certainly would love to be able to make a trip 
this week and have 500lbs grouper, 500 trigger, 500 beeliner, 500 bass. I support a smaller trip limit on 
grouper, beeliners, triggers, bass, Jack complex etc. to keep the seasons open and together we can make 
a decent trip out of it. 1500lbs is to much for the Beeliner trip limit. Thats why it closed in just a few 
weeks. Same with bass, and triggers. 1000lbs is to much for the Gag trip limit. Interesting that one of the 
only bottom species open now is Pinkies and there has been a 120 head trip limit on them for years. How 
about a 25 gag grouper limit per trip 1000lbs total grouper, 500lb limit on beeliners, 500lb bass limit 
maybe more if you have a pot endorsement. 500lbs Jack Complex limit. 
  
Please SAFMC tighten the trip limits and keep us fishing next year! 


  
Respectfully, 
  
David Everhart 
Southport, NC 


 








My name is Mark Printz.   I live in Orlando, Fl.   I primarily fish out of Port Canaveral.   I have been 
fishing for 41 years.  


 
I wish to make the following comments: 
Amendment 28 
 
Action 1. Red Snapper: ACLs, AMs, and Fishing Seasons 
 
Alternative 1 – No Action 
This alternative is unacceptable in that it perpetuates the past errors made in the data calculations. 
 
Sub-alternative 2c. Two previous year's ratio. 
I support this alternative  
 
Alternative 3. Establish commercial fishing seasons.  


I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there is 
a sustainable recreational year round fishery  
 
Alternative 4. Establish recreational fishing seasons. 
Sub-alternative 4a. The recreational season will begin at 12:01 A.M. on the second Friday in July. 


Alternative 5. Eliminate the red snapper commercial and recreational 20-inch TL minimum size limit. 
I support this alternative 
 
Alternative 6. Establish a red snapper commercial trip limit. 
I oppose this alternative in that there should not be commercial exploitation of the resource until there is 
a sustainable recreational year round fishery, however if there is to be a commercial trip limit it should be 
6a 25 lb. gutted weight. 


 
Alternative 7. Establish a red snapper recreational bag limit of one fish per person per day. 
I agree with this alternative  


 








From: Patrick Magrady <pmagrady@cfl.rr.com> 


Date: Mon, Nov 19, 2012 at 7:48 AM 


Subject: Amendment 13 


To: SGAmend15Comments@safmc.net, palmettobooks@bellsouth.net, mackattackben@att.net, 


AnnaBarriosBeckwith@gmail.com, tbburgess@embarqmail.com, michelle.duval@ncdenr.gov, 


bellm@dnr.sc.gov, tom@swatzel.com, SteveAmicks@aol.com, doughaymans@gmail.com, 


ga_capt@yahoo.com, jolleyjw@yahoo.com, jessica.mccawley@myfwc.com, roy.crabtree@noaa.gov 


 


 


  


  


  


  


Good morning folks. My name is Patrick Magrady. As you can see by my signature I live in Ponce Inlet FL. 


I fish out of here and Port Canaveral. Before the closures I fished for Snapper and grouper. Since the 


closures my fishing has been confined to the lesser bottom species like vermillion snapper and sea bass. 


While I don’t get out as often as I did before the closures, I do have feel for the health of the fishery. 


 


I wish to make the following comments: 


Amendment 13 


 


2.1.1 Action 1: Revise the acceptable biological catches (ABCs), annual catch limits (ACLs, including 


sector ACLs), allocations, and annual catch targets (ACTs) for select un-assessed species in the 


snapper grouper fishery management unit (FMU). 


 


I support Alternative 2. Revise the ABCs, ACLs, (including sector ACLs), allocations and ACTs for 


select un-assessed species in the snapper grouper FMU. Data will be updated with data from 


MRIP, commercial, and for-hire landings.  


The allocations must be revised so that there is no commercial allocation until such time as there is not a 


need for a closed season for recreational anglers. The highest and best economic use of the public 


resource is for recreational anglers and the allocations must reflect this fact. 


 


 


4.1 Action 1: Revise the acceptable biological catches (ABCs), annual catch limits (ACLs, including sector 


ACLs), allocations, and annual catch targets (ACTs) for select un-assessed species in the 


snapper grouper fishery management unit (FMU). 


I support Alternative 1. No action. Do not revise ABCs, ACLs (including sector ACLs), allocations, and 


ACTs for select un-assessed species in the snapper grouper FMU. Data will not be updated and 


corrected with data from Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP), commercial, and 


for-hire landings. 


The allocations must be changed to create a fair allocation before these changes are made and the 


proposed changes are unfair to recreational anglers as they further give more allocation to the 
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commercial sector of desirable species including Scamp.  


The allocations must be revised before changing anything else so that there is no commercial allocation 


until such time as there is not a need for a closed season for recreational anglers. The highest and best 


economic use of the public resource is for recreational anglers and the allocations must reflect this fact. 


  


  


  


 








From: Reichart, Chris D. - Appointed Process Assignment <ReicCD@jea.com> 


Date: Mon, Nov 19, 2012 at 9:27 AM 


Subject: Amendment 28 


To: "SGAmend28Comments@safmc.net" <SGAmend28Comments@safmc.net>, 


"palmettobooks@bellsouth.net" <palmettobooks@bellsouth.net>, "mackattackben@att.net" 


<mackattackben@att.net>, "AnnaBarriosBeckwith@gmail.com" <AnnaBarriosBeckwith@gmail.com>, 


"tbburgess@embarqmail.com" <tbburgess@embarqmail.com>, "michelle.duval@ncdenr.gov" 


<michelle.duval@ncdenr.gov>, "bellm@dnr.sc.gov" <bellm@dnr.sc.gov>, "tom@swatzel.com" 


<tom@swatzel.com>, "SteveAmicks@aol.com" <SteveAmicks@aol.com>, "doughaymans@gmail.com" 


<doughaymans@gmail.com>, "ga_capt@yahoo.com" <ga_capt@yahoo.com>, "jolleyjw@yahoo.com" 


<jolleyjw@yahoo.com>, "jessica.mccawley@myfwc.com" <jessica.mccawley@myfwc.com>, 


"roy.crabtree@noaa.gov" <roy.crabtree@noaa.gov> 


 


 


Hello, my name is  Chris Reichart and I live in Jacksonville, Florida. I spoke before your committee at the meetings 


in Jacksonville, at the Marriot and begged that you please re-evaulate the status of the red snapper stock off our 


coast and lift the ban on recreational harvest. I primarily fish out of Mayport Florida, and occasionally out of St 


Augustine. I have been fishing out of these two ports for over 30 years and never in my previous experience have I 


seen the abundance of red snapper that I’ve seen prior to the closure and certainly now, as a result of the closure. 


On many occasions, I am forced to move to another spot in order to NOT catch red snapper. They seem to have 


invaded many of the areas where I have historically targeted other species. On a recent dive to a near shore spot, I 


was surrounded by a cloud of curious red snapper. The school included literally hundreds of mature fish. They 


almost seemed to dominate the reef with very few other species of other fish visible. The “nearly extinct” red 


snapper, per your scientific measures, has become a near pest on local fishing areas. It’s time to allow the 


recreational harvest of this species. However, at no time should we ever allow the commercial harvest, and 


monetary benefit of this, or any other natural resource. 


  


 I wish to make the following comments on Amendment 28 


 


Action 1. Red Snapper: ACLs, AMs, and Fishing Seasons 


Alternative 1. This alternative is unacceptable in that it perpetuates the past errors made in the data calculations. 


The science used to calculate the red snapper stocks is incorrect. The scientific theory is flawed and needs to be 


based on actual catch data, not speculative assumptions. 


 


Sub-alternative 2c. Two previous year's ratio. 


I support this alternative, but in general believe the ratio methodology is flawed! 


 


Alternative 3. Establish commercial fishing seasons.  


 


I oppose this alternative! The natural resources of all should not be exploited for the profit of a few. And, if there 


must be a commercial harvest, I would consider it criminal to allow a commercial harvest season when there is NO 


recreational harvest season. What gives a license hold the right to harvest thousands of pounds of fish while I can 


harvest none? Where is the justice in that? Or, if there is a recreational limit on a species, say with vermillion 


snapper for example, why is a commercial fisherman allowed to harvest large numbers for profit, while I, a 
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recreational angler who is contributing to the local economy can only harvest five fish? I buy $150 worth of gas, 


$40 worth of bait, $30 worth of tackle, $50 worth of food, drinks and ice, drive my truck that needs fuel to pull my 


boat that I purchased for $50,000 so that I and two others on board can catch five fish each. That’s ten small fillets. 


But the commercial guy devastates the stocks day in a day out throughout the season. Where’s the justice? 


  


Alternative 4. Establish recreational fishing seasons.  


 


I do not support a limited recreational season, I support an annual open recreational season. But, if forced to 


chose, I support sub-alternative 4a. The later in the year the season is offered, the more likely we are to have 


tropical activity in the Atlantic Ocean which will prevent fishermen from being able to harvest at all. In 2012, the 


ridiculous three day seasons were made very dangerous as a result of typical September weather. It doesn’t take a 


rocket scientist to know that the weather is questionable in September.  


 


 


 


Alternative 5. Eliminate the red snapper commercial and recreational 20-inch TL minimum size limit. 


I support the elimination of the 20-inch TL minimum size limit. 


 


 


Alternative 6. Establish a red snapper commercial trip limit. 


I oppose this alternative completely. We should not allow the use of commercial traps as a  method to harvest a 


natural resources. Traps are damaging to the all marine animals and are indiscriminate killers. There is no way to 


regulate the species, number and weight of fish that enter a trap. 


  


Alternative 7. Establish a red snapper recreational bag limit of one fish per person per day. 


I agree with this alternative but would prefer to have a two fish per day limit. 


  


  


Chris D. Reichart <>< 


 (904) 665-4447 <tel:%28904%29%20665-4447>  


 



tel:%28904%29%20665-4447






My name is Dave Megregian I live in Merritt Island, FL. I primarily fish out of Port Canaveral. I have been 


fishing for over 40 years. In my time fishing in the waters off of central Florida, I had observed the fish 


population decline of the 80's.  However, I have never seen such a rebound as we have had over the 


past 20 years. Our entire offshore fish population is thriving.  I would encourage responsible fisheries 


management. 


I wish to make the following comments: 


Amendment 13 


 


2.1.1 Action 1: Revise the acceptable biological catches (ABCs), annual catch limits (ACLs, including 


sector ACLs), allocations, and annual catch targets (ACTs) for select un-assessed species in the 


snapper grouper fishery management unit (FMU). 


 


I support Alternative 2. Revise the ABCs, ACLs, (including sector ACLs), allocations and ACTs for 


select un-assessed species in the snapper grouper FMU. Data will be updated with data from 


MRIP, commercial, and for-hire landings.  


The allocations must be revised so that there is no commercial allocation until such time as there is not a 


need for a closed season for recreational anglers. The highest and best economic use of the public 


resource is for recreational anglers and the allocations must reflect this fact. 


 


 


4.1 Action 1: Revise the acceptable biological catches (ABCs), annual catch limits (ACLs, including sector 


ACLs), allocations, and annual catch targets (ACTs) for select un-assessed species in the 


snapper grouper fishery management unit (FMU). 


I support Alternative 1. No action. Do not revise ABCs, ACLs (including sector ACLs), allocations, and 


ACTs for select un-assessed species in the snapper grouper FMU. Data will not be updated and 


corrected with data from Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP), commercial, and 


for-hire landings. 


The allocations must be changed to create a fair allocation before these changes are made and the 


proposed changes are unfair to recreational anglers as they further give more allocation to the 


commercial sector of desirable species including Scamp.  


The allocations must be revised before changing anything else so that there is no commercial allocation 


until such time as there is not a need for a closed season for recreational anglers. The highest and best 


economic use of the public resource is for recreational anglers and the allocations must reflect this fact. 


 





