EFP Request – Goliath grouper
Dr. Chris Stallings (USF) and Dr. Chris Koenig (FSU) are requesting and Exempted Fishing Permit to address the objectives a MARFIN funded study NA11NMF4330123 to non-destructively sample goliath grouper to collect tissue samples, spines, and data required to inform stock assessment.  

Fishing would take place on natural and artificial reefs in Florida state waters and adjacent federal waters from Georgia to Alabama, however, the vast majority of sampling (80 - 90%) occur in the southern portion of FL where goliath grouper populations are highest.  The research and fishing would take place from the time EFP is approved (~ July 1, 2012) until the end of the study on August 24, 2014.

This proposed project would provide the following information on adult goliath grouper: 1. age structure, 2. reproductive state, and 3. dietary patterns, and 4. movement patterns using tag returns.

Non-destructive methods will be used to capture fish for sampling.  Fish will be caught using hook and line gear with large circle hooks, 600 lb test monofilament leader, a 2 kg lead weight, and cut or live bait.  The fish are allowed to fight the float until exhaustion (about 3 to 5 minutes) before being hauled to the surface.  Fish will be vented, guided onto a stretcher that is then hoisted above the gunwale with two davits.  The fish’s gills are bathed with seawater and eyes are covered to protect them from direct sunlight while the fish is held in place with velcro straps for sample collection.  The fishers will be instructed in methods to be used and told not to capture them in depths greater than 25 m. Fish will be allowed to tire before bringing them alongside their boat for sampling and tagging.

