
SC Charter Trip Reports

Amy Whitaker Dukes
OFM Fisheries Statistics Section

Credit: Destin Charter Boats

Bluefin Data



SC Charter Vessel 
Reporting

• 1993: Mandatory reporting
• Code of Laws Title 50, Section 5

• Charterboat Logbook Program 
implemented

• Trip-level catch and effort data
• Compliance Tracking Monthly
• Outreach efforts

• Constant
• Multiple methods
• Ever-evolving
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Electronic Reporting
Bluefin Data VESL Software 

2014: federally licensed headboats (7+) required to report electronically

2015 (Sept): electronic reporting made available all for-hire vessels

2020 (Nov): NMFS approved SC VESL for use in SEFHIER
• Cooperative effort: single report meeting state and federal 

requirements

2021: federally licensed charters (1-6) required to report electronically
• Council Amendments – 9, 27, & 39



Calendar Year Total SC Charter Trips 
Reported

SC Charter Trips Reported 
Online

Federal Charter Trips 
Reported Online

2016 14,381 4,469 *
2017 15,620 7,096 *
2018 15,661 8,449 *
2019 16,682 9,754 *
2020 16,085 10,709 *
2021 21,976 18,972 8,233 
2022 18,464 16,174 6,930 
2023 17,499 15,735 6,769 
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Compliance = Outreach
What does SCDNR do to keep compliance high? 
 Information sharing: 

• Licensing 
• OFM
• VESL
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Compliance = Outreach
What does SCDNR do to keep compliance high? 
 Information sharing: 

• Licensing 
• OFM
• VESL

What does it take to get captains to report?
• Call, Email, License Renewal, Fishing Docks, 

Tournaments, Public Events, Stakeholder Meetings   

How does SCDNR handle non-compliance?
• LE - Affidavit List and Action List
• SC Magistrates



VESL 
• Simple interface

Compliance Trip ticket

File no business reports
Find specific trips and 
download your data
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VESL
• Simple interface
• Intuitive trip tickets
• Clarifying information
• Recalls past entries
• Data validations
• Multiple support options
• Single reporting tool for multiple agencies



Goals for the Future

• Continue improving VESL
• Continue outreach effort

• More engagement
• Increase electronic reporting
• Meet reporting compliance

• More frequent data reports 
• Share the success

Saltwater Experience



Questions?

Cameron Rhodes, The Buckskin Billfish
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