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Outline

1. Research takes a community and SEFSC is far from alone
in this response - numerous state, academic and federal
partners

1. Update of status on 2020-2025 Research Plan

1. Highlight several key initiatives

Research' budget allocated to SEFSC is declining in buying
power or comes in with very specific requests such as the
FY23 Congressional South Atlantic Reef fish funding of 1.8M.
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Research progress



U.S. Department of Commerce| National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 4

Stock assessments (but see SEDAR Steering 
Committee report)
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MPA/Special Spawning Management Zone work

Unfortunately little ‘onramp’ for incorporating this work into management 
actions or stock assessments
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South Atlantic MARFIN
● Due to funding limitations, the external Marine Fisheries Initiative (MARFIN) 

grant program competition will run in odd-numbered federal fiscal years.  The 
next funding opportunity notice will be published in Summer 2022 and awards 
will be announced in 2023.

Cooperative Research Program funded projects (2022 projects)
● No South Atlantic Projects

Saltonstall-Kennedy
● 2023 Refining Ecological Reference Points for Atlantic Menhaden, University 

of Florida
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South Atlantic State research projects
● Staff from all states have been involved in data collection or stock assessments for 

federally managed species.  
○ Collecting fishery dependent data on commercial, recreational, and for-hire 

trips  
○ Sending observers on charter and for-hire vessels
○ Collecting length, age, reproduction, diet, and genetic samples from fishery 

dependent and fishery independent samples
○ Monitoring Red Snapper mini-season
○ Improving estimates of recreational catch through FWC’s new State Reef Fish 

Survey and validating results through video monitoring
○ Validating and updating conversion factors for gutted and whole fish

● Research and Monitoring Plan
○ Addressing 71% of the Research and Monitoring Plan main bullets.
○ Developing surveys to monitor deep-water species such as Blueline Tilefish, 

Snowy Grouper, and Tilefish; on-going trap and video survey (SERFS), new 
hook and line surveys focused on Red Snapper, and dive survey in Florida 
Keys.  

○ Assisting in both Red Snapper and Greater Amberjack abundance estimates
○ Maintaining receiver arrays for acoustic telemetry studies

■ monitoring species movements and spawning habits  



Research highlights  
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Almost 1/3 of red snapper and 
scamp larvae that settled in the 
U.S. Atlantic originated from 
spawning locations in the U.S. 
Gulf of Mexico

Connectivity modeling

Points are transparent such that 
darker colors represent greater 
numbers of larvae spawning or 
settling in those areas.

Brothers, J.R., M. Karnauskas, C.B. Paris, and K.W. Shertzer. 2019. Larval dispersal of 
scamp (Mycteroperca phenax) in the waters off the southeastern United States: 
Connectivity within and between the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean. SEDAR68-SID-
02. SEDAR, North Charleston, SC. 35 pp.
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Environmentally-linked changes in recruitment
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VII. Specific Monitoring Priorities (in progress)

“Increase funding for fisheries independent monitoring in the South Atlantic.”  
[note that SEFSC does not necessarily make funding allocations]

- Great South Atlantic Red Snapper Count - ongoing
- Great Amberjack count - ongoing
- South Atlantic Deepwater Longline survey (SADL)

“Develop monitoring programs for Dolphin”   
- Dolphin MSE (see additional presentation, later in the program)

“Maintain/improve the ability to document commercial and recreational landings 
and discards.”

- Doubling of commercial observer coverage
- See FY23 Reef fish spend plan
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Conclusions

Since 2019 of 77 research priorities 78% are 
completed or in progress

A number of key research areas have made 
significant progress

We look forward to working to further align research 
with NOAA and SEFSC strategic priorities
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