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Issue

South Atlantic Headboat Effort Update

Council was concerned with vessel based bag limits for the headboat component of the 
recreational sector. Staff provided some background in December 2024 and Southeast 
Region Headboat Staff provided requested information.

Description of the 
Headboat Fishery Trends in Effort Common Species 

Caught
Catch Per Unit Effort 

for Select Species

Changes in Effort: 
Capacity, Vessel 
Length, Minimum 

Number of 
Passengers, 

Information on 
Species Composition 

and Depth Fished

Maps of Vessel 
Location
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Information

Dec 
2024
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Trends in Effort 

South Atlantic Headboat Effort Update

Source:  December 2024 Full Council 1 Attachment 6

 Effort Varied North and 
South of Cape Canaveral

 North of Cape Canaveral
 More Full Day Trips
 Trips Decreasing

 South of Cape Canaveral
 Mostly ½ Trips
 Effort has varied

https://safmc.net/documents/headboat-description-html/
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Common Species Caught

South Atlantic Headboat Effort Update

Source:  December 2024 Full 
Council 1 Attachment 6

Vermilion Snapper

Yellowtail Snapper

White Grunt

Spottail PinfishTomtate

Black Sea Bass Red Porgy

Most 
Common

Vermilion Snapper

White Grunt Lane Snapper

Gray SnapperMost 
Common

https://safmc.net/documents/headboat-description-html/
https://safmc.net/documents/headboat-description-html/
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Percent of Trips Full:

South Atlantic Headboat Effort Update

Has the number of 
passengers on headboats 
changed?
 Best Metric: 95th Percentile
 Mean around 50% full
 No discernable trend in 

percent full.  
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Vessel Length:

South Atlantic Headboat Effort Update

Has the fleet changed in 
capacity of anglers over 
time?
 Mean length of vessels 

was ~ 60 feet
 Change occurred around 

2018 in both regions
 Minor changes in vessel 

length since 2007
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Minimum Passengers:

South Atlantic Headboat Effort Update

Are vessels now needing to 
carry more passengers to 
leave the dock?
 Calculated as 5th percentile 

for each vessel and year
 Minimum capacity varied 

around with no trend 
 Most years minimum 

capacity was between 20 
and 30% full
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Top Five Species by Month:

South Atlantic Headboat Effort Update

Which species would be 
impacted by changes in 
management by month?
 Northern: 

 Vermilion Snapper ranked 
highest in all months

 Black Sea Bass, White 
Grunt, Gray Triggerfish, 
Tomtate important 
throughout the year

 Southern:
 White Grunt and Yellowtail 

important in all months
 Lane Snapper, Gray 

Snapper, White Grunt 
important throughout the 
year
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Trips by Depth

South Atlantic Headboat Effort Update

If most trips are occurring in 
deep waters what could be 
the potential impact of 
discards?
 Depth fished increases 

with length of trip
 Southern Area
 Half day trips moved to 

shallower waters
 Multi-day trips moved to 

deeper waters
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 In the southern region on half 
day trips, most fish were caught 
in less than 60 feet since 2017

 In the northern region on full 
day trips, most fish were caught 
between 91 and 120 feet.
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Thank you to Rob Cheshire and SRHS Staff for 
providing information 

Questions?
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