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U.S. Coast Guard Brief on

Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 



Global IUU Fishing – A National Security Threat
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IUU Fishing Statistics
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Maritime Behavior and the Rule of Law
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Tri-Service Maritime Strategy

 USCG IUU Fishing Strategic Outlook 

and Implementation Plan

National Security Memo on Combatting IUU Fishing and 

Associated Labor Abuses

National 5-Year Strategy for Combating IUU Fishing
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USCG and Increasing Demands
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National 5-Year Strategy for Combatting IUU Fishing

3 Strategic Objectives:

1. Promote Sustainable 
Fisheries Management 
and Governance

2. Enhance the Monitoring, 
Control, and 
Surveillance of Marine 
Fishing Operations

3. Ensure Only Legal, 
Sustainable, and 
Responsibly Harvested 
Seafood Enters Trade



Maritime SAFE Act Interagency Working Group
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• National Security Council

• Council on Environmental Quality

• Office of Management and Budget

• Office of Science and Technology Policy

• Office of the United States Trade Representative
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Maritime SAFE Act Priority Regions and States
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Tier One

Tier Two

Tier Three

UNCLASSIFIED

Priority Flag States: Ecuador, Panama, Senegal, Taiwan, and Vietnam
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National 5-Year Strategy for Combatting IUU Fishing

Strategic Objectives

1. Promote Sustainable Fisheries 

Management and Governance

2. Enhance Monitoring, Control, and 

Surveillance (MCS) of Marine Fishing 

Operations

3. Ensure Only Legal, Sustainable, and 

Responsibly Harvested Seafood Enters 

Trade
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Current State

Global fish stocks are under 
stress from growing 
consumption, changing 
ecosystems & poor governance. 
State subsidized distant water 
fishing fleets amplify these 
stressors undermining maritime 
rules-based order.
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The U.S. Coast Guard’s Vision to Combat IUU Fishing
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Future Desired 

State

Global adherence to 

international agreements 

& conservation measures. 

Recovery, preservation & 

economic viability of 

global fish stocks.  

 

Promote Intel-Driven Enforcement Operations

Counter Predatory & Irresponsible Behavior

Expand Multilateral Enforcement Cooperation

• Deploying tailored force packages

• Leveraging IC capabilities & technology 

• Streamlining processes for info sharing 

• Targeting priority regions & countries

• Confronting the actions of predatory nations 

• Leverage existing tools & legal authorities 

• Include counter-IUU fishing in exercises 

• Provide targeted IUU fishing training

• Supporting improvement to technology systems 
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International Fisheries Law Enforcement

Boardings

 UN Fish Stocks Agreement

                  No Boardings

• The U.S. is party to 15 Regional Fisheries Management Organizations RFMOs but only has High Seas Boarding and Inspection 
(HSBI) authority in Four: 

• Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) 

• North Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC)  

• North Pacific Anadromous Fisheries Commission (NPAFC) 

• Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO)

• Operationalizing the UN Fish Stocks Agreement 

• South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization (SPRFMO)
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Questions?
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