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Outline

Who is affected by changes to SEFSC logbook 
reporting?

How will eLogbook reporting look (in the short term)?
• And what are current deadlines?

What are future eLogbook needs (in the long term)?



Coastal: 
trip-based

HMS: 
set-based

Logbooks reported to SEFSC: Gulf, South Atl, and HMS
Permit Code Permit total count

ADW Atlantic  Dolphin/Wahoo Commercial 2133
GN Gillnet for King Mackerel 16
KM King Mackerel 1262
RR Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Commercial 738
RRLE Eastern Gulf Reef Fish Bottom Longline Endorsement 58
SBPE South Atlantic black sea bass pot endorsement 60
SG1 South Atlantic Snapper Grouper (Unlimited) 481
SG2 South Atlantic Snapper-Grouper (225lb Trip Limit) 90
SKD Shark Directed 188
SKI Shark Incidental 216
SM Spanish Mackerel 1770
GTFE South Atlantic golden tilefish longline endorsement 22

ATL Atlantic Tuna Longline 220
SFD Swordfish Directed 161
SFH Swordfish Handgear 71
SFI Swordfish Incidental 58

WRK Wreckfish 13

GC South Atlantic Golden Crab 11



Charter/Headboat
eLogbooks

(Gulf and S. Atl.)

SEFSC Commercial 
(Coastal and HMS) 

eLogbooks

GARFO 
Charter/Commercial 

eLogbooks

Separate logbook 
forms, same app 

(eTrips)
One form satisfies 
both requirements 

(eTrips)

Must consider the need to accommodate/streamline 
users participating in multiple Regions



Approx. 100 vessels

Initially, volunteer reporting for South 
Atlantic Regional Office commercial 
users to accommodate Greater Atlantic 
Regional Fisheries Office participants 
with dual permits. 

SERO/SEFSC 
(South Atlantic and Gulf 

Councils, and HMS)

GARFO/NEFSC
(New England and 
Mid-Atlantic Councils)



SEFSC Commercial 
Logbooks

• Coastal (South Atl. and Gulf)
• Wreckfish

• HMS
• Golden Crab

• Menhaden (future)

SEFSC Commercial 
Surveys
• Discards
• Economic

SEFSC eLogbook
• Mobile (current via SAFIS eTrips)
• VMS Forms (Potentially in the future)

No Fishing 
Reports



Old Paper 
Logbooks

SEFSC Modern eLogbook
All permits: High(er) Precision

eLogbook
HMS: High precision
Coastal: Low Precision
*Ready November 2021 to users with dual permits with 
GARFO, to comply with their mandatory reporting

????

Reporting requirements have 
been re-evaluated based on 

feedback from the Gulf 
Council Advisory Panels. 
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What are the timing deadlines for eLogbook?
Fill out effort details at time of landing, submit full report within 7 days 

for SERO, 48 hours for GARFO. Stricter deadline applies to dual permitted 
vessels.

Why do I need to report any location on a logbook if I have 
my VMS turned on?

The majority of vessels reporting logbooks do not have VMS units. 
Furthermore, VMS does not tell us where the fishing effort took place, only 
where the vessel was located, once an hour. 

Can I report my logbook requirements through my VMS 
device? 

VMS vendors will have the opportunity to develop forms
U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 9



Southeast Regional Headboat Survey Catch 
Records (SEDAR 74)

Estimating commercial catch in space 
(Great Red Snapper Count)

Example: Gulf Red 
Snapper

Ongoing negotiation surrounding the scientific need for 
high resolution fishing location. 

Future logbook needs: Location
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Trip details Trip details

Total Effort Effort 1 Effort 3Effort 2

Species 1 Species 2 Species 3 Species 1 Species 2 Species 1 Species 1 Species 3

Future Logbook needs: Trip-based vs Set-based reporting

Ongoing negotiation surrounding the scientific need for high 
resolution Catch per unit of Effort indices. 



Joint Resolution (Gulf 
and South Atl)

And HMS and Mid Atl. 
Council

Workshops/Outreach
• Reef Fish AP
• Coastal Migratory AP
• Data Collection AP
• HMS AP
• SERO OUTREACH 

Team

Scientific needs not 
being met by current 

requirements

Need to balance and 
clarify reporting 

burden

Implement current 
requirements 
electronically

Need to consider 
One Stop Reporting 

for all fisheries

+



Current Fisheries Electronic Reporting at SEFSC

• Fishers can now register and submit No-Fish 
Reports electronically 

• SEFSC no longer accepts faxed or emailed Reports

• All No-Fish reports need to be mailed or submitted 
through FER website 



Summary 
Who is affected by changes to SEFSC logbook reporting? Diversity 
of permit owners in southeast, some with “dual permits” with other 
regions

How will eLogbook reporting look (in the short term)? Exact same 
reporting elements as paper logbook

• And what are current deadlines?
• November launch for dual permit owners only

What are future eLogbook needs (in the long term)?
Ongoing discussions about resolution of logbook data, and 
movement towards universal logbook.
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Questions?
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