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Florida Keys Commercial Fishermen’s Association

P.O. Box 501404, Marathon, FL 33050
February 28, 2010

Mr. Duane Harris & Council Members

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council

4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201

N. Charleston, SC  29405

Re:  Joint Mackerel Management, GMFMC Amendment 18

Dear Mr. Harris & Council Members,

King and Spanish mackerel harvests in the Florida Keys represent one of the single largest commercial fisheries in Monroe County, Florida and one of the largest in the state.  Abstinence and patience have been in play for nearly twenty years now and both King and Spanish mackerel populations are in abundance in both state and federal waters.

Under joint management by both the GMFMC and the SAFMC, we offer the enclosed comments on Gulf Council Amendment 18 covering both King and Spanish mackerel.
Sincerely,

Bill Kelly
Capt. Bill Kelly

Director

GULF OF MEXICO & SOUTH ATLANTIC

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT COUNCILS

GMFMCAMENDMENT 18

FEBRUARY 25, 2010

ACTION 8:  Set ACL, and Possibly ACT for Gulf Migratory Group King Mackerel
·  Set ACL for Gulf Migratory Group King Mackerel
We support Alternative 2, Set ACL = ABC (13.25 MP) for Gulf group king mackerel along with two options:
· Option (b) Set separate commercial and recreational ACLs based on current allocations 
· Option (c) For the commercial sector, set separate ACLs for hook-and-line and run-around gill nets
· Note:  We support an increase from 1250 pounds per day for hook and line fishermen to 1500 pounds.  We also recommend maintaining the hook and line quota  at 1500 pounds per day and maintaining that level until the quota is filled.  Fuel, maintenance and crew expenses cannot be justified when the trip limit is reduced to 500 pounds per day at 75% of quota.
· Note:  Recent stock assessments indicate the Gulf group king mackerel harvest can be raised from 10 million pounds to as much as 14.7 million pounds. Your SSC committee and your Mackerel Advisory Panel have agreed with the best available science and recommended an increase in the quota.  Although not shown as an option, we would ask the Council to consider raising the quota to 14.5 million pounds.
·  Set ACT for Gulf Group King Mackerel

· We support Alternative 3, Set ACT = ACL = ABC (13.215 MP) for Gulf group kin mackerel along with:

· Option (b) Set separate commercial and recreational  ACT’s based on current allocations
ACTION 9:  Set AMs for Gulf Group King Mackerel

· We support Alternative 1.  Status Quo – Retain current in-season accountability measures (AMs) for Gulf group king mackerel.
· Suboption ii.  Trip limits triggers (see Table 2)
ACTION 10:  Set ACL, and Possibly ACT for Gulf Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel

· We support Alternative 1.  Status Quo – Set ACL for Gulf group Spanish mackerel equal to current TAC of 9.1 MP
· Set ACT for Gulf Group Spanish Mackerel
We support Alternative 1.  No action – do not set ACT for Gulf group Spanish mackerel

· Set AMs for Gulf Group Spanish mackerel
We support Alternative 1.  Status Quo – Retain current in-season accountability measures (AMs) for Gulf group Spanish mackerel.

ACTION 11:  Set ACL, and Possibly ACT for Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel

· We support Alternative 1.  Status Quo.  Currently TAC or ACT = 10.0 million pounds based on an ABC of 8.9 – 13.3 million pounds.

ACTION 12:  AMs for Atlantic group king mackerel

· We support Alternative 1.  Status Quo – Set AMs for Atlantic group king mackerel
ACTION 13:  Set ACL and possibly ACT for Atlantic Group Spanish Mackerel

· We support Alternative 2.  ACL (TAC) = 11.051 million pounds which is the best point estimate of the likely ABC range (10.608 – 11.320 million poiunds).  This likely ABC range is presented for initial discussions; the SSC will provide their OFL and ABC recommendations at their June or December 2009 meeting.

ACTION 14:  Set AMs for Atlantic Group Spanish mackerel

· We support Alternative 1.  Status Quo – Set AMs for Atlantic group Spanish mackerel
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