GOLDEN CRAB COMMITTEE
STUART, FL
June 8, 2009

The committee received an overview of Golden Crab Biology/Life History & Data for
Assessments from Council staff that was presented during the SSC/AP Workshop on
Sunday. Council staff then reviewed options for MSY, OFL, and ABC. Under Other
Business the Committee discussed how the proposed Coral HAPCs are defined but
deferred taking action until the presentations during the Ecosystem Committee. The
Committee also discussed a possible control date for the golden crab fishery; staff
pointed out that control dates are usually used before a limited entry program is
established and given that golden crab is under a limited entry program, a control data
may not be necessary. The committee did not approve a motion regarding the control
date.

The committee approved the following motions:
I. Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY)
MOTION: RECOMMEND APPROVING THE FOLLOWING
RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES FOR ANALYSIS.
APPROVED BY COMMITTEE

a. Option 1. No action. There is no MSY specified for golden crab, and
this is a requirement of the MSA. Amendment 3 proposed an MSY range
of 4 to 12 million pounds but NMFS disapproved the estimate because the
best scientific information available indicated that the range was too high.

b. Option 2. MSY =5 million pounds. This figure is supported by the AP.

c. Option 3. MSY = 2.5 million pounds. This figure was suggested by
NMFES in their rejection of the MSY proposed in Amendment 3 (letter
from Joseph E. Powers to Fulton Love dated September 12, 2001): “The
Southeast Fisheries Science Center in its January 12, 2001, memorandum
noted that the results of the most recent stock status evaluation (Harper et
al. 2000) indicates that the proposed MSY proxy (4-12-million pounds)
appears to be several fold higher than indicated by analyses of historical
landings. Specifically, the most recent fishery-based proxy of MSY for
the southern and middle zones are on the order of 684,000 pounds per
year. Information presented in Section 3.3 of Amendment 3 and in Table
2 summarize MSY proxies for the northern zone. The estimates vary from
170,000 to 1,650,000 pounds. Adding the estimates for the three zones
would provide a region-wide proxy of approximately 2.5-million pounds.”
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d.

e.

Option 4. MSY = 400,000 — 600,000 pounds. This figure is based on
average landings from various years between 1995 and 2007.
Option 5. Recommendation from the SSC.

Il. Overfishing Level (OFL)
MOTION: RECOMMEND APPROVING THE FOLLOWING RANGE
OF ALTERNATIVES FOR ANALYSIS.
APPROVED BY COMMITTEE

a.

Option 1. No action. The Maximum Fishing Mortality Threshold
(MFMT) = the fishing mortality rate that produces maximum sustainable
yield (Fusy) (Golden Crab Amendment 3). The Minimum Stock Size
Threshold (MSST) is defined as a ratio of current biomass (Bcurrent) tO
biomass at MSY or (1-M)*B sy, where 1-M should never be less than 0.5
(Golden Crab Amendment 3). Golden crab would be overfished if current
biomass was less than MSST and would be recovered when current
biomass (Bcurrent) Was equal or greater than the biomass at MSY.
Option 2. OFL = Fysy = 0.7047 based on annual catch data (Harper,
Eyo, and Scott, 2000; Table 6).

Option 3. OFL = Fysy = 0.2055 based on quarterly catch data (Harper,
Eyo, and Scott, 2000; Table 5).

d. Option 4. Recommendation from the SSC.

Option 5. The value for Fmsy is obtained from the most recent SEDAR
assessment (value or proxy value).

I11. Allowable Biological Catch (ABC)
MOTION: RECOMMEND APPROVING THE FOLLOWING 5
OPTIONS FOR ANALYSIS.
APPROVED BY COMMITTEE

a.
b.

Option 1. No action. There is no ABC specified for golden crab.
Option 2. ABC =2 million pounds. This is 500,000 pounds less than
MSY Alternative 3 (2.5 million pounds).

Option 3. ABC = 1.5 million pounds. This is 1,000,000 pounds less than
MSY Alternative 3 (2.5 million pounds).

d. Option 4. Recommendation from the SSC.

Option 5. ABC =500,000 and 1,000,000 pounds less than MSY
Alternative 2 (5 million pounds).



IV. Annual Catch Limit (ACL)
MOTION: RECOMMEND APPROVING THE FOLLOWING RANGE
OF ALTERNATIVES FOR ANALYSIS.
APPROVED BY COMMITTE
a. Option 1. No action. There is no ABC specified for golden crab.
b. Option 2. ACL=ABC
c. Option 3. ACL= X pounds less than ABC

V. Timing & Task Motion
MOTION: DIRECT STAFF TO DEVELOP THE ANALYSES FOR THE
ALTERNATIVES DESCRIBED FOR MSY, ABC, OFL, AND ACL FOR
PRESENTATION TO THE COMMITTEE IN SEPTEMBER
APPROVED BY COMMITTEE



