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Charleston

Beaufort

West Palm Beach

Puerto Rico St Croix

Fish Passage
--Fritz Rohde (Beaufort)
--Kevin Mack (Charleston)*
--Vacant (vice Twyla Cheatwood)

Coral Conservation
--Jocelyn Karazsia (West Palm Beach)
--Xaymara Serrano (West Palm Beach)
--Dinorah Chacin (St Croix)

EFH Conservation
--Jordan Wolfe (Charleston) (vice Cindy Cooksey)
--Kurtis Gregg (West Palm Beach) (FDOT)
--Jose A. Rivera (Puerto Rico)
--(2) Vacant (Beaufort and St Augustine)
--(2) New Hire (Charleston) (BIL-Term)
--New Hire (Charleston) (IRA-Term)

Branch Chief
--Pace Wilber (Charleston)

* Contractor (ERT)
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Fish Passage

• Roanoke
• Neuse
• Cape Fear
• Pee Dee

• Santee
• Savannah
• Altamaha
• Apalachicola

Priority River Basins



Tracking Success . . .
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Priority River Basin
(focal dam) Basin Plan Passage 

Prescribed
Passage
 In Place

Passage 
Optimized

Next
Upstream

Roanoke (Roanoke Rapids Dam and 
Gaston Dam)) 2016 2004 2009

(313 miles) Ongoing Kerr, Smith 
Mountain

Neuse (Milburnie Dam) TBD TBD 2018
(45 miles) 2018 Falls Lake

Cape Fear (Lock & Dam 1) 2013 2000* 2012
(131 miles) (2021) LD2, LD3

Yadkin-Pee Dee (Blewett Falls) 2006 2008 2022
(1004 miles) TBD Tillery

Santee (Pinopolis/St Stephen/Wilson)
2001
2017

2007
2020

1950s/1985
TBD

TBD/Ongoing/
TBD

Columbia, Parr, 
Wateree

Savannah (NSBLD) 2005 2012* TBD TBD Augusta,
 Stevens Creek

Altamaha (East Juliette Dam) 2013 2002 TBD TBD Lloyd Shoals

Apalachicola (JWLD) 2012 2012** (2012) TBD Flint River, Lake 
Blackshear
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Coral Conservation
-- NOAA CRCP Fisheries Liaisons (USVI and FL)
-- Assist enactment of Local Action Strategies
-- Monitor and treat corals exhibiting SCTLD

-- Research to support coral conservation
• Sediment accumulation on coral habitat at major 

ports (EPA and FDEP)
• Herbivory and other factors affecting coral restoration 

success (SEFSC)
• Sedimentation effects on wound healing (NCCOS) Dr. Dinorah Chacin applies antibiotic paste to Orbicella colony 

infected with SCTLD.  
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Coral Conservation
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Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act
Mountains to EEZ

Magnuson-Stevens Act
Reauthorization 1996

Essential Fish Habitat: 
Coastal Areas to EEZ

Federal Power Act

Magnuson-Stevens Act and FWCA
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Magnuson-Stevens Act: Essential Fish Habitat
-- Each Federal agency shall consult with the Secretary with respect to any action 
authorized, funded, or undertaken, or proposed to be  authorized, funded, or 
undertaken, by such agency that may adversely affect any essential fish habitat 
identified under this Act. (MSA Section 305(b)(2)

-- If the Secretary receives information . . . that an action authorized, funded, or 
undertaken, or proposed to be authorized, funded, or undertaken . . . would adversely 
affect any essential fish habitat identified under this Act, the Secretary shall recommend 
. . . measures that can be taken . . . to conserve such habitat. (MSA Section 305(b)(4)(A))

-- Within 30 days after receiving a recommendation under subparagraph (A), a Federal 
agency shall provide a detailed response . . . The response shall include a description 
of measures proposed by the agency for avoiding, mitigating, or offsetting the impact of 
the activity on such habitat. In the case of a response that is inconsistent with the 
recommendations of the Secretary, the Federal agency shall explain its reasons for not 
following the recommendations. (MSA Section 305(b)(4)(B))



Triage by EFH?
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Presence

Concentration

Growth, Reproduction
or Survival

Fishery 
Recruitment

Geographic Extant

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

e.g., Estuarine Waters

e.g., Salt Marsh

e.g., Surf Zone

e.g., Sand Shoals

e.g., Tidal Creek

e.g., Sand Bottom

e.g., Estuarine Waters
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FY2014 to FY2022

EFH CRs
FWCA Recs
No Objection
Tech Assistance
10-day Response
Not Reviewed

Consultation Requests 
Received FY2014 to 
FY2022.
  
Depending on requesting 
agency, consultation 
requests are made via public 
notices (e.g., USACE) or 
letter (e.g., FHWA).

HCD Response

EFH and FWCA Consultations

EFH Consultations by State 
(Mean Annual Percent)
• FL 58%
• SC 18%
• GA 10%
• NC 10%
• PR/VI   4%
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Not Reviewed

Reviewed

Black Bar = 50%



Triage by Acres
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EFH Consultation Success
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Offshore Wind Energy . . . CVOW
• EFH (July 21, 2023)
• ROD (October 2023)

Kitty Hawk North
• EFH (Dec 2023 to Oct 2024
Kitty Hawk South
• EFH (Oct 25 to Jun 2026)

Carolina Long Bay (2 projects)
• Site Characterization (underway)
• EFH TBD
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Kitty Hawk South Export Cable Potential Routes 

Kitty Hawk
 South

Kitty Hawk
 North

Rodanthe

Salvo

MCAS Cherry 
Point

Havelock
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East of Channel
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South of 
Channel
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Port Everglades Coral Impact Analysis
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• Focus is strongly on intertidal waters

• Number of projects receiving detailed reviews declining
o May now be stable

• Large projects get the most attention
o Wind
o Infrastructure
o Ports  

EFH Reviews
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