Blueprint: What's new for 2023

Rua Mordecai, Blueprint Coordinator
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What does SECAS do?

« Set a bold vision and ambitious goal
* Design a Blueprint for action
 Clear barriers to cross-state collaboration




Southeast Conservation Blueprint 2023
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Keep in mind as you explore the Blueprint...

It identifies potential areas for a range of conservation actions, such
as management, economic incentives, and protection

« It’s a work in progress that regularly incorporates new data, partner
input, and information about on-the-ground conditions

« It provides a regional perspective and can be used in combination
with local data and knowledge



Blueprint over time - 2020
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Blueprint over time - 2022
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Blueprint over time - 2023
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Process for developing the Southeast Blueprint

Step 1: Start with natural Step 2: Remove highly Step 3: Use indicators to
and cultural resource altered areas in the rank areas within
indicators inland continental region subregions

Step 4: Add connectivity Step 5: Combine priority
by identifying corridors areas and corridors
linking hubs in the Blueprint




New & improved indicators in 2023

* 18 new Caribbean indicators for land, freshwater, and marine

* 9 new or improved indicators in the continental marine area
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New and improved indicators in South Atlantic

« Marine Highly Migratory fish — Integrates monthly density from
bluefin tuna, skipjack tuna, and blue shark in multiple life stages

 Atlantic Coral and Hardbottom — Multiple improvements including
new cold water coral mound data in Blake Plateau from Derek
Sowers

« Atlantic Deep-sea coral richness — Updated models from Matt Poti

« Atlantic Marine Birds — Uses updated models

« Atlantic Marine Mammals — Uses updated models



Fixes after Caribbean & Gulf/Atlantic workshops

« ~ 40% of workshop issues fixed in final Blueprint

All workshop comments in St. Croix

Final known issues in St. Croix



Filtering in the Blueprint Explorer
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Filtering in the Blueprint Explorer
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The SECAS Goal

A 10% or greater improvement in the health, function, and
connectivity of southeastern ecosystems by 2060

Metrics:

* 1% improvement every 4 years (ecosystem assessments)

* 1% increase in conservation actions within the Blueprint every 4
years (efficient use; new resources)




Progress toward achieving the goal
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Goal report improvements for 2023

 New indicators
— Natural landcover in floodplains, landscape condition, Caribbean
undeveloped land

Landscape condition
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Goal report improvements for 2023

» Updated data and methods for existing indicators

— Forested wetland area, prescribed fire in longleaf pine, undeveloped
land in corridors, aquatic connectivity, and fisheries

Aquatic connectivity
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Figure 17. Miles of reconnected rivers and streams from 2012-2022. This estimate includes both dams and
road-related aquatic barriers (e.g., culverts) across the full SECAS geography (including the Caribbean).



Goal report improvements for 2023

« New quantitative approach for estimating uncertainty
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Goal report improvements for 2023

« Prototype dashboard to explore trend data

Trends in Natural Landcover in Floodplains (2011-2021)
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Goal report improvements for 2023

« Blueprint user support can help with trends in your focus area(s)
for:

— Natural landcover in floodplains
— Landscape condition

— Forested wetland area



2023 results

* Most indicators improved rerestia
« Pine and prairie birds still
most off track
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Accessing goal report data

 Visit the dedicated goal page at https://secassoutheast.org/our-goal

» Access the 2023 goal report at
https://secassoutheast.org/pdf/SECAS-goal-report-2023.pdf



https://secassoutheast.org/our-goal
https://secassoutheast.org/pdf/SECAS-goal-report-2023.pdf

Accessing Blueprint data

» Learn more and access data at htips://secassoutheast.org/blueprint

* Contact user support for help at hitps://secassoutheast.org/staff

Start simple in the
Blueprint Explorer

Southeast Conservation Blueprint Explorer
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~#,  The Southeast Conservation Adaptation Strategy (SECAS) Atlas

= isit the SECAS Website The Southeast Conservation Blueprint Content Library Contact Us

Discover the Southeast Conservation Blueprint

The Southeast Conservation Blueprint is the primary product of SETCAS. To leam maore about the Blueprint, visit the Bluegrint page of the SECAS website,

Below are three options for accessing the Blueprint:

@ Blueprint

b Indicators
~» Connectivity
Y Threats

View Blueprint data

Visit the Blueprint Explorer

Download Blueprint data

Dig deeper into the Blueprint and underlying Explore the Blueprint and create custom reparts Directly download all the Blueprint data and

data layers, and make your own maps. documentation for use in your desktop GIS.

in this simple online viewer.


https://secassoutheast.org/blueprint
https://secassoutheast.org/staff
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How is the Blueprint being used?

« Helping 350+ people from 140+ organizations bring in new funding
and inform their conservation decisions

« Helping bring $100+ million in conservation funding to protect and
restore 200,000+ acres



Examples of how the Blueprint is being used

The Blueprint has been used to help...

« Strengthen grant applications to protect and restore land

« Establish new partnerships

» Support the reauthorization of conservation funding sources

« Inform city and county planning

 Prioritize longleaf restoration and management

- Communicate the natural resource benefits of cultural heritage work
« Develop land protection strategies

« Site renewable energy projects

...and much more!
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Who's using the Blueprint?

Those 140+ organizations include: Tribal
1% ‘“x...\

« 25 state agencies

1 tribal government P;‘;f/“-‘ —
« o9 land trusts 31%

. Academic
» 13 federal agencies S

« 12 local governments
and planning organizations

« 36 nonprofits
* 25 conservation partnerships

Federal
9%

15 private businesses

* 9 unlveI:SItleS and . Number of unique organizations using the
academic organizations Blueprint as of March 2023
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How to get involved

e Join the SECAS newsletter
and learn more at
secassoutheast.org

The Southeast
Conservation
Adaptation Strategy

SECAS  Contact Hilary at
hilary morris@fws.gov

PR & USVT
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