Southeast Marine Mapping Tool:

Increasing access to regional ecological data to
help inform offshore ocean use decisions
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OFFSHORE DEVELOPMENT IN US

THE CHALLENGE:

How do we make sure that
key habitats and species
are taken into consideration
when making decisions, and
that decisions are made using
best science and data
available?

Source: BOEM
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CHALLENGES IN THE SOUTHEAST

Sediment Management

= Between 2008-2018, South Atlantic states
completed 208 beach nourishment projects
using over 105 million cubic yards of sand

= Meeting demand has required the
identification of sand resources further from
the coast

Area-based Marine Management

= Live hardbottom habitats are hotspots for
biodiversity and valued fishing locations

= Conservation tools to conserve these areas in
marine protected areas alongside gear/use
restrictions
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THE MARINE MAPPING TOOL

OUR PROJECT: Leverage marine-life, habitat, and use data available to provide guidance so all users can
be part of decision-making process. Tool now available for NE and SE regions.
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KEY FEATURES
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KEY FEATURES

n Unpacking the information, from broad to specific
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KEY FEATURES
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(®) CLEAR RESULTS

e Marine Mapping Tool: Southeast

il Seafloor Features

The graphs below describe the structure of the seafloor within the area selected. Click on
each graph to view the data on the map. Click on “More detail" for extra information. Before
using these to make decisions, please review the “Data Quality" section at the bottom of the
summary page.

31- 138 %

-289 Hardbottom likely

1A

More Detail +

Water Column Features
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The graphs below describe some of the characteristics of the water column within the area
selected. Click on each graph to view the data on the map. Move the slider above to change
Seasons.
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KEY FEATURES

n Provides context to the numbers

With the Marine Mapping tool, we can start answering the following questions:
Currently, we can say

this about an area:
WITHIN A REGION ACROSS TIME APPLIED TO ACTIVITY

Does this location have a Is this location known to Are the species in this
“In this location and higher number of species aggregate species location likely to be impacted
at this point in time, than the whole region? persistently over time? by wind development?
Red Grouper had a
CPUE of 1.
Mary Conley TheNature (%

Conservancy

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

The Nature Conservancy. mconley@tnc.org



Transparent
link to data
sources
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Marine Life and Habitat Flags

The flags below are intended to draw your attention to significant marine features in the Area
of Interest (AOI) that may need monitoring or mitigation. Click on each of the flags to get a
detailed description of it and link directly to that section of the tool. Follow the menu to the left
to dig deeper into these data.
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= Steering committee and expert
groups guide decisions on content
and functionality

= So far, in the NE usage has focused
on offshore wind demonstrated by
traffic patterns

= SE Tool just released with phase
two, focused on outreach and
refinement of tool, starting soon
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THE SOUTHEAST MARINE MAPPING TOOL
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