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NOAA FISHERIES HABITAT CONSERVATION DIVISION
EFH CONSULTATION UPDATE

« NMFS SERO HCD EFH review workload has
shifted and the number of public notices being
reviewed has declined. However, by focusing on
large-scale infrastructure projects, HCD is still able
to review and provide EFH recommendations on
the majority of acres being impacted.

« State agencies rely on Federal partners in the
review process and it would be good to see
USFWS permit review numbers.

« EDNA sampling was used to determine that Atlantic
sturgeon are spawning above fish passage
restoration project at the Cape Fear Lock and Dam
Number 1.




NOAA FISHERIES EFH 5 YEAR REVIEW

The South Atlantic EFH 5 Year Review is due in 2024 and
the AP would like to begin planning for the review.
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Member Comments and Recommendations:
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SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

4055 FABER PLACE DRIVE, SUITE 201
NORTH CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29405
TEL 843/571-4366 FAX B43/769-4520
Toll Free 1-866-SAFMC-10
email: safmef@safmenet  web page: www safme net

Dir. Michelle Duval Robert K. Mahood, Executive Director
Charlie Phillips, Vice Chair Gregg T. Waugh, Deputy Executive Director

POLICY FOR THE PROTECTION AND RESTORATION OF ESSENTIAL FISH
HABITATS FROM ENERGY EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT
ACTIVITIES
(December 14, 2015)

Introduction

This document provides guidance from the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council



MAPPING/CHARACTERIZATION: SOUTH ATLANTIC DEEP WATER

ECOSYSTEMS

Member Comments and Recommendations:
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Panel members provided comments on the research and
mapping conducted in the South Atlantic region and
discussed recommendations on additional research and
avenues the Council may consider in the long-term
conservation of these newly discovered deep-water
Lophelia habitats.

Members noted mapping has shown the initial boundaries

of the Coral HAPC did an excellent job capturing the many
of the deepwater habitats. However, new concentrations of
deepwater corals have been discovered.

Recommend the Council look at potentially expanding the
Coral HAPC boundaries to include the newly discovered
documented areas.

The Coral AP at their next meeting be briefed on the new
research and mapping and consider the Habitat AP
recommendation.



EAST COA

i Mostly
Ocean Pioneers: awid maintained

west' of new ocean users, risk-taking

fishery operators taking advantage of

confusing, unpredictable but ultimately
positive conditions

Unpredictable
changes &
conditions, low
ability to assess

Stress Fractures: aword
with multiple sources of stress facing
operators and managers, where the

industry fractures between some who play
it smart, and others who lose out,

AT COAST CLMATE EHANGE SSEMARID PLANNING

Steps in this Multi-Year Initiative

Orientation: Scoping: Exploration:
establish draft reach out to analyze forces
objectives, stakeholders to  driving change
expected gather input on  in greater detail
outcomes and forces of change

project focus that could affect

fisheries over the
next 20 years
Fall 2020- Summer —
Summer 2021 Fall 2021

Winter 2022

EAST COAST CLIMATE GHANGE SCEHARID PLANNNG.

Scenario Framework: East Coast Fisheries in 2040

Mostly declin

East Coast Scenario Planning Initiative Timeline

Summer 2022

Checks & Balance:

Predictable
changes &
conditions, high
ability to assess

Seafood Lemonade: -
world where the science is good, but the
news is bad. Success comes from
anticipating lower stocks and preparing
for new catch limits

Creation: Application: Monitoring:
conduct work- use scenarios to | identify key
shop sessions to  identify actions | indicators to
construct and and recommen- | monitor change
discuss scenarios  dations

and outline next
steps

Fall 2022-Winter 2023




REGIONAL RESEARCH AND TOOLS SUPPORTING EFH
CONSERVATION

SouthEast Reef Fish Survey (SERFS) « Update on Regional Surveys
* MARMARP + SEFIS + SEAMAP-SA Reef Fish . . .
+Long term shey-ndependentsurvey (. 197 « SEAMAP-SA/SECOORA Data Portal- Integration biological
+ Abundance and life history of U.S. South Atlantic snapper/grouper
' surveys
- - Provides long term habitat and species information needs
Rurs i supporting the Council habitat conservation efforts.

Member Comments and Recommendations:

I  Members appreciated the updates and encouraged the
| e e continued integration of this information into FEPII and

Abundance

© Jan 27, 2014 0315 (EST) - Oct 29, 2014 1225 Other Cou n Ci I a ppl i Cations .

« Members discussed the information provided in the FEP I
Dashboard that is not currently available online. This
information is valuable and while presently under review
the Panel recommends the information be added back to
the website when possible.
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FLORIDA KEYS NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY
RESTORATION BLUEPRINT

Member Comments and Recommendations:

« Given the cascading adverse impacts the Sanctuary is experiencing, the proposed
rule seems to be a well-balanced approach and address the comments the Council
submitted on the DEIS.

« Important to emphasize the NMS staff are actively engaged in commenting on water
quality impacts which does help.

« General consensus of support for the proposed rule.
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