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Integrating Prey information into EFH 
Definitions

• Identify very different (life history wise) species
• Identify information of importance

• Top prey by species
• Habitat use of prey by life stage 
• Habitat use by predator by life stage
• Identify areas that are different from the current definition
• Draft a prey dependency paragraph for each

• Develop best practices/lessons learned



• Gray Triggerfish – nest builder, pelagic larval stage, hard 
bottom adult stage

• Red Snapper – Lots of information, general predator, not 
a specialist

• Dolphinfish – Large pelagic predator
• Golden Crab – Benthic predator
• Tomtate – low trophic level, hard bottom juvenile and 
adult stage

• Gag Grouper – estuarine larval stage, hard bottom adult 
stage, lots of juvenile data available

Test Species for Integrating Prey Information



Complications
• Food Web working group met Fall 2025.
• Working group expressed concerns about standardizing the process 

of combining prey data across stomach content records with 
different units, levels of taxonomic identification, and sample sizes.

• Level of taxonomic grouping in Ecopath/Ecosim model is too broad to capture 
specialist predators potentially targeting specific prey

• SAFMC and FWC staff are working on data processing.
• Process may become more time-intensive and subjective than 

originally planned. 



Additional Complications

During a review of ecosystem indicators for a separate 
project, staff discovered that the Food Web working 
group had updated the 2016 version of the Food Web 

policy. 
However, a 2018 Food Web Policy was approved as part 

of the Fishery Ecosystem Plan II. 



June 2021



June 2021



October 2023



Today



Solution

Staff recommends the working group review the 2018 
version and determine what should be integrated into the 

2025 policy to ensure we are as up to date as possible



On a separate but completely 
related note

• There are also two Climate Variability and Fisheries 
Policies

• One from 2016 (on the current webpage) and another 
from 2018 during the FEP II development

• We haven’t updated the 2016 one or the 2018 one
• Council approved the March 2018 Climate Policy
• Staff will change the online policy to reflect the 2018 
update



Timeline

• Data processing with FWC staff
• How to handle the 2018 policy

Currently Working on:

• Identify Information of importance for each test species
• Develop best practices

In the next 6  months to a year:

• Create pathways to update all FMP’s EFH definition with Predator prey 
information

In the next two years:

• Integrate EFH identified via predator-prey analysis into the User Guide

By December 2029



Work completion 
goal: December 
2029
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