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Overview of the SAFMC
“To Conserve and Manage”

U.S. Regional Councils

North Pacific New England  
Pacific Mid-Atlantic 

Western Pacific South Atlantic 
Gulf of Mexico Caribbean 

• 1976 Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act

• 8 Regional Councils in U.S.

• South Atlantic Fishery 

Management Council 

(SAFMC)



 Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) ranges 

from 3 to 200 miles off SA

 South Atlantic Region

 North Carolina

 South Carolina

 Georgia 

 East Coast of Florida

Overview of the SAFMC
“To Conserve and Manage”



Overview of the SAFMC
“To Conserve and Manage”

What: 

To manage Fishery Management Plans  

 Coastal Migratory Pelagics (King/Spanish 
Mackerels; Cobia)

 Coral

 Dolphin Wahoo

 Golden Crab

 Habitat

 Sargassum

 Shrimp

 Snapper Grouper

 Spiny Lobster

When/Where: 

4 week-long meetings each year

 March in GA

 June in FL

 September in SC

 December in NC

Why:

To Conserve and Manage

Who: 

 Recreational and Commercial Fishermen

 State Marine Agency Rep

 Federal Partners

NOAA Fisheries (NMFS)

U.S. Coast Guard             ASMFC

U.S. Fish & Wildlife         Dept. of State



Law Enforcement Training: Three 

parts

 Amendment information: Regulation details and possible 
electronic tools for captains

 Timeline of the amendment: Past and Present

 Law enforcement compliance application: How to use it 
and what you can use it for



Part 1: For-Hire Electronic Reporting 

Amendment

 Why the Council developed the for-hire electronic 

reporting amendment

 Purpose of electronic reporting

 Who it applies to

 What is being asked

 Examples of Reporting tools 

 Main concerns from fishermen

 Enforcement details (available with final rule)



Why?

 Better Data

 Current survey – MRIP

10% For hire fleet

 Interviews via phone calls and dock 
intercepts

Long reporting time period

Estimate based



Purpose of electronic reporting

 Increase accuracy of data

Near real time data are available

Census based data

 In season data sets more complete

No legibility issues

Reduce recall bias due to quicker reporting time



Who it applies to

 Federally Permitted Charter/Head boat vessels

 Headboats

Currently report to the Southeast region 

headboat survey

Need to report on a more rapid basis

 Charter boats

Need to begin reporting via a NMFS 

approved reporting system

 Trip level information submitted on a 

weekly basis



What should be reported:

Identifiers

 Captain ID

 Vessel ID

 Number of crew

 Number of anglers



 Start Date and Time of Trip

 Start and end location (port)

 Hours within the trip fished  

 Location of fishing

 Average depth fished (can be 

a range) 

 End Date and Time of Trip

What should be reported:

Trip Details



 Target Species (can be categories 

or groups)

 All species caught

 Number of each species kept

 Number of each species released

What should be reported:

Catch Details



 Gear used

 Charter fee 

 Fuel used 

 Cost of fuel (per gallon) 

What should be reported:

Economic Information

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-
SA

http://www.amisampath.com/2008/08/new-fuel-meter-for-your-car.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 AKA “no fishing reports”

 A report saying that they did not fish at 

all

 Can be reported in advance for 

multiple days

 Looks like “negative reports”

Did Not Fish Days



Geographic differences:

Mid-Atlantic

 Have been required to report since March 2017

 Must have a VTR filled out before entering port

 Must electronically report within 24 hours of each 

trip

 Must have records of past reports on boat



Geographic differences:

Mid Atlantic – enforcement issues

 Fishermen with both South Atlantic and Mid Atlantic Federal permits will be 

required to report the South Atlantic Data points, on the Mid Atlantic 

Timeline. 

 Regional Boundary Issues

 Mid-Atlantic management starts north of Cape Hatteras for black sea 

bass and scup

 Blue fish are always under mid-Atlantic management



Geographic differences:

Gulf – possible requirements

 Hail-out with expected return date/time 

and location

 Permanently affixed GPS device that is 

always "on"

 Landings must be reported prior to 

offload of fish

 Headboats must report more rapidly



Geographic differences:

Gulf – enforcement issues
 If the SAFMC amendment is implemented first, charter captains must first meet South 

Atlantic requirements (regardless of fishing location)

 Then, when Gulf amendment is implemented, charter captains will need to meet the 

Gulf reporting requirements (regardless of fishing location)

 If the Gulf’s amendment is implemented first, or at the same time as the South Atlantic,  

charter captains must meet the Gulf reporting requirements (regardless of fishing location)

 Regional boundary

 Gulf management begins NW of HWY 1 

 Excluding hogfish (SA management ends at Cape Sable) and king mackerel (mixing 

zone)



Top 5 concerns from fishermen

 Economic questions

 Personal cost

 Why should I report

 How/who will use data

 Enforcement Details

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://www.myweb20.it/2010/07/il-pescatore-sfigato/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Economic questions

 “Your job is to manage fisheries not fishermen”

 Management is legally required to take economic information into 

account

 This is just a snap shot of what the economic impact of charter 

fishermen is on the fishery

 Will be private and secure

 Disaster studies, for example with hurricanes, can be conducted 

faster if researchers already have a pool of data



Personal cost

 “What is this gonna cost me”

 The app is free

 Just need an electronic tool (a phone, tablet or computer)

 Takes about 10 minutes (less with practice)



Why Report

 “Why should I report accurately? Why shouldn’t I lie”

 Better data requires accurate and honest reporting

 If a fishermen want more accurate management decisions, then 

managers need to base their decisions on accurate data



How/who will use the data

 Final rule



Enforcement detail

 Final rule

PO3 Ryan Dickinson, identified by DVIDS

https://www.dvidshub.net/portfolio/1420678/ryan-dickinson
https://www.dvidshub.net/


Note:

These were a few of the concerns 

that have been brought to our 

attention by Permit holders.  

If you would like further information 

about my conversations with 

fishermen feel free to reach out.



Examples of Reporting tools 

 eTrips

 SAFIS online

 VESL (SC only)



eTrips

 Tablet, smart phone and computer 

friendly

 Certified for use by GARFO in both 

the Northeast and Mid Atlantic 

States 

 Currently being used by For-Hire 

and commercial fishermen 

throughout the NE

 24/7 Helpdesk 





SAFIS

 Needs to be done with 

internet access and on a 

computer

 Can be done on a phone but 

not mobile friendly



SAFIS



VESL

 South Carolina Only

 Web based

 Need a computer





Electronic reporting tools

 There will probably be more reporting tools in the future

 See the webpage for an up to date list of NMFS approved reporting 

tools

Insert link here



Part Two: Timing of amendment

Time Line of the amendment

Implementation timeline (available 

with final rule)

Implementation plan (available 

with final rule)



Present timelineManagement issue, 
Problem identified Public 
scoping begins

Public hearing; Council 
reviews and comments 
modifies amendment

1

Council chooses preferred 
alternatives, submits 
approves amendment and 
it to NOAA

NOAA review and 
publication of Notice of 
Availability and the  
proposed rule

Public  comment period: 
Notice of Availability and 
Proposed Rule

Secretary of Commerce 
approved the amendment 
June 2018

Final rule published

December 2016

April 2018

Closed May 2018



Future timeline

 Implementation

 Gulf vs SA





Part three: Enforcement details









Reporting Compliance App

 Law enforcement mobile application information –
Reporting Compliance App

How to use the mobile application

Portal for social communication, and interdepartmental 
communication



Ask for their charter/headboat permits 

and Vessel ID or operator permit #
Look for the last positive or 

negative report date

Remember: the 

week’s fishing 

effort is due the 

following 

Tuesday of every 

week.  

(the date must 

be within the last 

16 days)



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

X
DNFX

http://www.freeismylife.com/2013/03/freeismylife-april-2013-calendar-dont.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Additionally: Law Enforcement community space

Completely 

Voluntary to 

use

Consult with 

your supervisor!



Kathleen Howington
Kathleen.Howington@safmc.net
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