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South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
South Atlantic Mackers|l Committee.

| ask that you oppose the recent action by the Guif of Mexico Fishery Management Council to
change the opening date for the Guif king mackerel wastern zone, from July to September for
the following reasons:

1. Safety at sea:
September is the most active manth for hurricanes in the gulf.

2. conomic harm to fishermen: _

A September 1 opening would increase production levels of guif group mackerel in the Fail,
leading to heavier landings and increased supply at the same time when fishermen in the
Western Gulf, Pensacola, Destin, Panama City, Apalachicola, and North Carolina are
producing their run of fish, A ot of fish on the market in a very short amount of time means
iower prices for fishermen.

3. Gulf and Florida east coast fishermen oppose the season change as well as soma Gulf
dealers that buy and sell a significant portion of Western Gulf king mackerel fandings.

4. Changing the fishing year creates substantial workioad impacts on the data providers and
assessment analysts. Each year in the time series would have to be recaiibrated based on the
change and may not be worth the effort without an overarching or compelling reason to
change

Respectfully submitted
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South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
South Atlantic Mackere! Committes.

| ask that you oppose the recent action by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council to

change the opening date for the Gulf king mackerel western zane. from July to Septemter for
the {ollowing reasons:

1 Safety at sea.
September i1s the most active month for hurticanes in the gulf.

2. Economic harm to fishermer:

A September 1 apening would increase production levels of guif group mackeral in the Fail,
leading to heavier landings and increased supply at the same time when fishermen in e
Western Guif, Pansacola, Destin, Panama City, Apatachicola, and Nonth Carolina are
producing their cun of fish. A lot of fish on the market in & very short amount of time means
lower prices for fishermen.

3. Guit and Florida east coast fishermen oppose the season change as well as some Gulf
dealers that buy and self a significam portion of \Westerp Gulf King mackere! iandings,

4. Changing the fishing year creates substantia workload impacts on the data providers and

assessment analysts. Each year in the time serjas would nave lo be recalibratad based on the

thange and may not be worth the effort without an overarching or compelling reascn to
change
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South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
South Atlantic Mackerel Committes.

l'ask that you oppese the recent action by the Guif of Mexico Fishery Management Council to
change the opening date for the Guif king mackerel western zone, from July fo September for
the following reasons:

1. Safety at sea:
September is the most active month for hurricanes in the gulf.

2. Econormic harm 1o fishermen:

A September 1 opening would increase production levels of gulf group mackerel in the Fafl,
leading to heavier landings and increased supply at the same time when fisherman in the
Westarn Gulf, Pensacola, Destin, Panama City, Apalachicola, and Norh Carolina are
producing their run of fish. A lot of fish on the market in a very short amount of time means
lower prices for fishermen.

3. Gulf and Florida east coast fisherman cppose the season change as well as some Gulf
dealers that buy and selt a significant portion of Western Gulf king mackerel landings.

4. Changing the fishing year creates substantial workload Impacts on the data providers and
assessment analysts. Each year in the time series would have to be recalibrated based on the
change and may not be worth the affort without an overarching or compelling reason to
change.

Respectfully submitted
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Saouth Atlantic Fishery Management Council
South Atlantic Mackerel Commities.

| azk that you appase the recent action by the Guif of Mexico Fishery Management Council 1o
change the opening date for the Gulf king mackerel wastern zone. from July 10 Septamber for
the following reasons: :

1. Safely at sea.
September 15 the most agtive month for humcanes in the gulf,

2. Economic harm te fishermen.

A Septembier 1 npemng would increase preduction levels of gull group mackerel in the Fail,
leading to heavier iandings and increased supply at the sama time when fishermen in the
Western Guit, Pensacola, Destin, Panama City, Apalachicola, and Northk Carolina are
producing their rup of fish, A iet of fish on the market in & very short armnount of time rmeans
lowar pricas tor fishermen

3. Guif and Florida east coast fishermen oppose the season change as wall as sorme Guif
dealecs that buy and seil 2 significant portion of ‘Wastarn Guif King mackere! landings

4, Changing the fishing year creates subsiantual workload impacis on the data providers and
assessment analysts. Cach year in the time senes would have (o te recalibrated based on the
change and may not be worth the effort without an overarchuing or compeiling redson (o
change.

Respecttully submittad
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