MACKEREL COMMITTEE MOTIONS

DECEMBER 7, 2010

I. MACKEREL AMENDMENT 18/EA
2.1  ACTION 1:  Modifications to the Fishery Management Unit

Alternative 1.  No Action - Status quo - retain only Gulf and Atlantic group king and Spanish mackerel and cobia in the management unit for management purposes and clarify that the other species are included in the management unit of the CMP FMP for data collection purposes only.
Alternative 2.  Retain only Gulf and Atlantic group king and Spanish mackerel and cobia in the management unit and designate all other species as ecosystem component species.
Alternative 3.  Retain only Gulf and Atlantic group king and Spanish mackerel and cobia in the management unit, remove dolphin in the Atlantic, and designate all other species in the CMP FMP management plan as ecosystem component species.

Alternative 4.  Remove all species other than king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, and cobia from the CMP FMP.

2.2  ACTION 2:  Modify the Framework Procedure

Alternative 1.  No Action – Do not modify the framework procedure. 
Alternative 2.  Update the framework procedure to incorporate the SEDAR process and adjustments to ACLs (Appendix A).

Alternative 3.
Revise the framework procedure to incorporate the SEDAR process and adjustments to ACLs, and expand the procedure to allow adjustments of greater range of management measures under specific procedural guidelines.

Option 1: Adopt the base Framework Procedure (Appendix B)

Option 2: Adopt the more broad Framework Procedure (Appendix C)

Option 3: Adopt the more narrow Framework Procedure (Appendix D)

2.3  ACTION 3:  Establish Separate Atlantic and Gulf Migratory Groups of Cobia

Alternative 1. No action - Maintain one group of cobia.
Alternative 2. Separate the two migratory groups at the Miami-Dade/Monroe County line.
Alternative 3. Separate the two migratory groups at the SAFMC/GMFMC boundary.

2.13  ACTION 13:  Specify MSY, MSST, MFMT/OFL, ABC, OY, ACL (TAC), and ACT levels for Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel

2.13.3  Allowable Biological Catch (ABC) Control Rule and ABC for Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel

Alternative 1.  No Action.  Do not establish an ABC Control Rule for Atlantic migratory group king mackerel.

IPT recommends changing Alternative 2 to read:
Alternative 2.  Adopt the SAFMC SSC recommended ABC control rule and establish ABC as 10.06 – 10.95 or 10.46 million pounds (MP).
Old Alternative 2.  Establish ABC based on the SSC’s ABC control rule.
Alternative 3.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC equals OFL.

Alternative 4.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC equals a percentage of OFL.
Alternative 4a.  ABC = 65%OFL (8.3433 million pounds)

Alternative 4b.  ABC = 75%OFL (9.6269 million pounds)

Alternative 4c.  ABC = 85%OFL (10.9105 million pounds)

Alternative 5.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC is a percentage of OFL.  The percentage is based upon the level of risk of overfishing (P*).
Alternative 5a.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .20.

Alternative 5b.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .30.

Alternative 5c.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .40.

Alternative 5d.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .50.

Table 2.13.3.4.  Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel ABC recommendations from the Scientific and Statistical Committee and current allocations.
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201110.956.894.06

201210.366.523.84

201310.066.333.73

Average10.466.583.88


Under Alternative 3 ABC = OFL = 12.8359 million pounds which corresponds to the yield at F30%SPR, the accepted MSY proxy from the last stock assessment.
2.13.4  Optimum Yield (OY) for Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel

The IPT recommends that OY be folded into the ACL action based on NOAA GC and NMFS RA guidance provided at the September 2010 South Atlantic Council meeting; a similar approach is being taken in the South Atlantic Council’s Comprehensive ACL Amendment.  This would move the OY alternatives shown below to Appendix F, Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Consideration.
Currently OY = the yield from fishing at a fishing mortality rate equal to 40%Spawning Potential Ratio; however, a value was not previously estimated.  Based on the SEDAR 16 assessment and the Council’s actions on other species, the following options are likely (Tables 2.13.2.1 and 2.13.3.1).
Alternative 1.
No action.  Currently OY = yield at F40%SPR with no poundage estimated.  However, using the updated projections yields a range of 8.40 – 9.20 million pounds.
Alternative 2.
OY = 65% of the yield at F30%SPR = 7.96 – 8.36 million pounds based on projections of expected median yields under a constant fishing mortality rate over the years 2011 through 2021.

Alternative 3.
OY = 75% of the yield at F30%SPR = 8.46 – 9.37 million pounds based on projections of expected median yields under a constant fishing mortality rate over the years 2011 through 2021.
Alternative 4.
OY = 85% of the yield at F30%SPR = 8.80 – 10.46 million pounds based on projections of expected median yields under a constant fishing mortality rate over the years 2011 through 2021.

Alternative 5.
OY = yield at F30%SPR = 9.36 – 12.84 million pounds based on projections of expected median yields under a constant fishing mortality rate over the years 2011 through 2021.
2.13.5  Annual Catch Limit (ACL) for Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel

The IPT recommends adding OY to the alternatives as shown below and adding two subalternatives under Alternative 5.
Alternative 1.
No action.  Currently TAC or ACL =10.0 million pounds based on an ABC of 8.9 - 13.3 million pounds.

Alternative 2.
ACL = OY = ABC = 10.46 million pounds which is the average of the ABC values for 2011-2013 recommended by the SSC.
Alternative 3.
ACL = OY = ABC = 10.06 million pounds which is the lowest value within the 2011-2013 recommendations (10.06 – 10.95 million pounds).

Alternative 4.
ACL = OY = ABC = 10.95 million pounds which is the highest value within the 2011-2013 recommendations (10.06 – 10.95 million pounds).
Alternative 5.
ACL = OY = X% of ABC = ______ million pounds.


Sub-Alternative 5a.  ACL = 65%ABC.

Sub-Alternative 5b.  ACL = 75%ABC.


Sub-Alternative 5c.  ACL = 85%ABC.

Sub-Alternative 5d.  ACL = 80%ABC.


Sub-Alternative 5e.  ACL = 90%ABC.
2.13.6  Annual Catch Target (ACT) for Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel
Action 2.13.6a.  Commercial Sector ACT
Alternative 1.  Do not specify commercial sector ACTs for Atlantic migratory group king mackerel.  

Alternative 2.  The commercial sector ACT equals the commercial sector ACL.
Alternative 3.  The commercial sector ACT equals 90% of the commercial sector ACL.
Alternative 4.  The commercial sector ACT equals 80% of the commercial sector ACL.
Table 2.13.6.1.  The commercial sector ACT for each of the alternatives.  Values are in lbs whole weight.

Note: This table will be completed once the Council chooses the preferred ACL alternative. The SSC’s recommended average ABC value is used as an example.  

	Species
	Preferred Commercial ACL
	Commercial Sector ACT

	
	
	ACT Alt. 2; ACT=ACL
	ACT Alt. 3; ACT=90%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 4; 

ACT=80%(ACL)

	Atlantic migratory group king mackerel
	3.88
	3.88
	3.49
	3.10


Action 2.13.6b.  Recreational Sector ACT
Alternative 1 (no action).  Do not specify recreational sector ACTs for Atlantic migratory group king mackerel.  
Alternative 2.  The recreational sector ACT equals 85% of the recreational sector ACL.
Alternative 3.  The recreational sector ACT equals 75% of the recreational sector ACL.
Alternative 4.  The recreational sector ACT equals sector ACL[(1-PSE) or 0.5, whichever is greater].
Table 12.13.6.2.  Proportional Standard Errors (PSEs) for Atlantic migratory group king mackerel from numbers estimates (A+B1) for all modes.  

Source:  Obtained from http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov on May 12, 2010.

	Species
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	3 year average (2007-09)
	5 year average

(2005-09)

	Atlantic migratory group king mackerel
	5.6
	5.8
	6.1
	5.6
	5.8
	6.3
	6.5
	6.2
	6.1


The Council should provide guidance on which PSE to use.  The 5-year average is used below as an example.

Table 2.13.6.3.  The recreational ACT for each of the alternatives.  Values are in lbs whole weight.

Note: This table will be completed once the Council chooses the preferred ACL alternative. The SSC’s recommended average ABC value is used as an example.  

	Species
	Preferred Private Recreational Sector ACL
	Recreational Sector ACT

	
	
	ACT Alt. 2; ACT=85%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 3; ACT=75%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 4; ACT equals sector ACL[(1-PSE) or 0.5, whichever is greater]

	Atlantic migratory group king mackerel
	6.58
	5.59
	4.94
	6.18


2.14  ACTION 14:  Specify Accountability Measures (AMs) for Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel

The Councils may specify multiple preferred from among the following:
Alternative 1 (No Action).  The commercial AM for this stock is to prohibit harvest, possession, and retention when the quota is met.  All purchase and sale is prohibited when the quota is met.   Do not implement ACLs or AMs for the recreational sector. 
Alternative 2.  The commercial AM for this stock is to prohibit harvest, possession, and retention when the quota is met.  All purchase and sale is prohibited when the quota is met.  Implement Accountability Measures (AMs) for the recreational sector for this stock.  If the recreational sector ACL is exceeded, the Regional Administrator shall publish a notice to reduce the length of the following fishing year by the amount necessary to ensure landings do not exceed the recreational sector ACL for the following fishing year.  Compare recreational ACL with recreational landings over a range of years.  For 2011, use only 2011 landings.  For 2012, use the average landings of 2011 and 2012.  For 2013 and beyond, use the most recent three-year running average.
Alternative 3.  Commercial payback of any overage.

Sub-Alternative 3a.  Payback regardless of stock status.


Sub-Alternative 3b.  Payback only if overfished.

Alternative 4.  Recreational payback of any overage from one year to the next.


Sub-Alternative 4a.  Payback regardless of stock status.

Sub-Alternative 4b.  Payback only if overfished.

Alternative 5.  Allow roll-over of underages of 100% and 50% but not to exceed the ABC.

2.15  ACTION 15:  Management Measures for Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel
Note:  The IPT previously recommended that all changes to management measures be considered in a subsequent regulatory action.  The Council considered the IPT’s recommendation at their September 2010 meeting and indicated that they wanted the IPT to analyze the alternatives shown below.  The IPT discussed this and examined the data needed to analyze these alternatives and the enforceability of these alternatives.  There is no Coastal Migratory Pelagics (CMP) dealer permit and therefore no requirement that permitted fishermen sell to permitted dealers.  There is only one king mackerel commercial permit for both Atlantic and Gulf Migratory Groups and a prohibition on sale is not required to limit catches to the ACL.  The IPT is recommending that the issue of prohibiting bag limit/recreational sales be examined in a separate amendment and that the Council consider the following: in order to effectively implement the sale prohibition:

A.
Cobia commercial permit requirements - just for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia?


B.
Dealer permits for Atlantic CMP (Atlantic KM, SpM & Cobia)

C.
Require permitted fishermen only sell to permitted dealers and permitted dealers only buy from permitted fishermen.


D.
Consider requiring separate Atlantic KM & SpM permits 


E.
Council clarify who can sell



a.
Federal Commercial KM permit holders - can sell Atlantic KM



b.
Federal Commercial SpM permit holders - can sell Atlantic SpM



c.
Federal Commercial Cobia permit holders - can sell Atlantic Cobia
Alternative 1 (No Action).  Bag limit sales are allowed consistent with state regulations. 
Alternative 2.  Prohibit tournament sales if they are counted against the commercial quota.
Alternative 3.  Prohibit bag limit sales.  (Note:  This refers to all sales of bag limit caught fish whether recreational or commercial.)

2.16.  ACTION 16:  Specify MSY, MSST, MFMT/OFL, ABC, OY, ACL (TAC), and ACT levels for Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel

2.16.3  Allowable Biological Catch (ABC) Control Rule and ABC for Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel

Alternative 1.  No Action.  Do not establish an ABC Control Rule for Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel.
IPT recommends changing Alternative 2 to read:
Alternative 2.  Adopt the SAFMC SSC recommended ABC control rule and establish ABC as 4.91 million pounds (MP). 
Alternative 2.  Establish ABC based on the SSC’s recommendation.

Table 2.16.3.1.  Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel ABC recommendation from the Scientific and Statistical Committee and current allocations.
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20114.912.212.70


Alternative 3.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC equals OFL.
Alternative 4.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC equals a percentage of OFL.

Alternative 4a.  ABC=65%OFL.

Alternative 4b (Preferred).  ABC=75%OFL.

Alternative 4c.  ABC=85%OFL.

Alternative 5.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC is a percentage of OFL.  The percentage is based upon the level of risk of overfishing (P*).
Alternative 5a.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .20.

Alternative 5b.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .30.

Alternative 5c.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .40.

Alternative 5d.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .50.

2.16.4  Optimum Yield (OY) for Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel

The IPT recommends that OY be folded into the ACL action based on NOAA GC and NMFS RA guidance provided at the September 2010 South Atlantic Council meeting; a similar approach is being taken in the South Atlantic Council’s Comprehensive ACL Amendment.  This would move the OY alternatives shown below to Appendix F, Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Consideration.
Currently OY = the yield from fishing at a fishing mortality rate equal to 40%Spawning Potential Ratio; however, a value was not previously estimated.  Based on the SEDAR 17 assessment and the Council’s actions on other species, the following options are likely (Table 11).
Alternative 1.
No action.  Currently OY = yield at F40%SPR with no poundage estimated.  Based on the SEDAR 17 assessment, the yield at F40%SPR is 11,458,000 pounds.
Alternative 2.
OY = 65% of the yield at FMSY = 10.608 million pounds.

Alternative 3.
OY = 75% of the yield at FMSY = 11.051 million pounds.
Alternative 4.
OY = 85% of the yield at FMSY = 11.320 million pounds.

Alternative 5.
OY = the yield at F30%SPR = 10.565 million pounds.
Alternative 6.
OY = the yield at Fmax = 6.598 million pounds.
2.16.5  Annual Catch Limit (ACL) for Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel

The IPT recommends adding OY to the alternatives shown below and adding two sub-alternatives.
Alternative 1.
No action.  Currently TAC or ACL =7.04 million pounds based on an ABC of 5.7 – 9.0 million pounds.

Alternative 2.
ACL = OY = ABC =4.91 million pounds which is the ABC recommended by the SSC.
Alternative 3.
ACL = OY = X% of ABC = ________ million pounds.


Sub-Alterantive 3a.  ACL = 75%ABC = 3.68 million pounds.

Sub-Alterantive 3b.  ACL = 85%ABC = 4.17 million pounds.


Sub-Alternative 3c.  ACL = 95%ABC = 4.66 million pounds.

Sub-Alternative 3d.  ACL = 80%ABC = 3.93 million pounds.


Sub-Alternative 3e.  ACL = 90%ABC = 4.42 million pounds.
2.16.6  Annual Catch Target (ACT) for Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel
Action 2.16.6a Commercial Sector ACT
Alternative 1.  Do not specify commercial sector ACTs for Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel.  

Alternative 2.  The commercial sector ACT equals the commercial sector ACL.
Alternative 3.  The commercial sector ACT equals 90% of the commercial sector ACL.
Alternative 4.  The commercial sector ACT equals 80% of the commercial sector ACL.
Table 2.16.6.1.  The commercial sector ACT for each of the alternatives.  Values are in lbs whole weight.

Note: This table will be completed once the Council chooses the preferred ACL alternative. The SSC’s recommended ABC value is used as an example.  

	Species
	Preferred Commercial ACL
	Commercial Sector ACT

	
	
	ACT Alt. 2; ACT=ACL
	ACT Alt. 3; ACT=90%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 4; 

ACT=80%(ACL)

	Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel
	2.70
	2.70
	2.43
	2.16


Action 2.16.6b Recreational Sector ACT
Alternative 1 (no action).  Do not specify recreational sector ACTs for Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel.  
Alternative 2.  The recreational sector ACT equals 85% of the recreational sector ACL.
Alternative 3.  The recreational sector ACT equals 75% of the recreational sector ACL.
Alternative 4.  The recreational sector ACT equals sector ACL[(1-PSE) or 0.5, whichever is greater].
Table 2.16.6.2.  Proportional Standard Errors (PSEs) for Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel from numbers estimates (A+B1) for all modes.  

Source:  Obtained from http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov on May 12, 2010.

	Species
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	3 year average (2007-09)
	5 year average

(2005-09)

	Atlantic migratory group king mackerel
	7.4
	8.7
	8.2
	8.9
	8.1
	7.7
	8.1
	8.0
	8.2


The Council should provide guidance on which PSE to use.  The 5-year average is used below as an example.

Table 2.16.6.3.  The recreational ACT for each of the alternatives.  Values are in lbs whole weight.

Note: This table will be completed once the Council chooses the preferred ACL alternative. The SSC’s recommended ABC value is used as an example. 

	Species
	Preferred Recreational Sector ACL
	Recreational Sector ACT

	
	
	ACT Alt. 2; ACT=85%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 3; ACT=75%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 4; ACT equals sector ACL[(1-PSE) or 0.5, whichever is greater]

	Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel
	2.21
	1.88
	1.66
	2.03


2.17  ACTION 17:  Specify Accountability Measures (AMs) for Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel

Note:  Accountability Measures (AMs) include in-season measures that are intended to limit each sector to their ACL/ACT and post-season measures to make adjustments if the ACL/ACT is exceeded. In-season measures are equivalent to management measures (regulations) that have been set in the past.

Note:  The IPT has recommended that all changes to management measures be considered in a subsequent regulatory action.  The alternatives have been moved to the end of this document in Appendix B.
Alternative 1 (Status Quo).  The commercial AM for this stock is to prohibit harvest, possession, and retention when the quota is met.  All purchase and sale is prohibited when the quota is met.   Do not implement ACLs or AMs for the recreational sector.
Alternative 2.  The commercial AM for this stock is to prohibit harvest, possession, and retention when the quota is met.  All purchase and sale is prohibited when the quota is met.  Implement Accountability Measures (AMs) for the recreational sector for this stock.  If the recreational sector ACL is exceeded, the Regional Administrator shall publish a notice to reduce the length of the following fishing year by the amount necessary to ensure landings do not exceed the recreational sector ACL for the following fishing year.  Compare recreational ACL with recreational landings over a range of years.  For 2011, use only 2011 landings.  For 2012, use the average landings of 2011 and 2012.  For 2013 and beyond, use three-year running average. 
Alternative 3.  Commercial payback of any overage.

Sub-Alternative 3a.  Payback regardless of stock status.


Sub-Alternative 3b.  Payback only if overfished.

Alternative 4.  Recreational payback of any overage from one year to the next.

Sub-Alternative 4a.  Payback regardless of stock status.


Sub-Alternative 4b.  Payback only if overfished.

2.18  ACTION 18:  Management Measures for Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel
[Note:  More than one alternative may be selected as preferred.]
The IPT recommends not including bag limit sales in this amendment.  See Action 15 for details.  Bag limit reductions may not be necessary; however, reducing the bag limit from 15 to 10 has been analyzed.  The boat limit has not been analyzed and the IPT is recommending that consideration of a boat limit be deferred to a future amendment.  In addition, trip limit alternatives should be deferred into the next amendment given the limited time available to compile and analyze these alternatives.  There are trip limit modifications that the Council wants evaluated for king mackerel and they both could be covered in the next mackerel amendment.
Alternative 1 (No Action).  Individual recreational bag limit is 15 NY-FL.  Bag limit sales are allowed consistent with state regulations.  The commercial possession limits are as follows:


1.
April 1 - November 30 -- 3,500 pounds per vessel per day.



2.
December 1 until 75% of the adjusted allocation is taken: 




Monday - Friday
Unlimited




Other days
1,500 pounds

(Vessel fishing days begin at 6:00 a.m. and extend until 6:00 a.m. the following day, and vessels must be unloaded by 6:00 p.m. of that following day.)



3.
After 75% of the adjusted allocation is taken 1,500 pounds per vessel per day for all days.


4.  When 100% of the adjusted allocation is reached:  500 pounds per vessel per day to the end of the fishing year (March 31).  Adjusted allocation compensates for estimated catches of 500 pounds per vessel per day to the end of the season.
Alternative 2 (Preferred).  Prohibit bag limit sales.  (Note:  This refers to all sales of bag limit caught fish whether recreational or commercial.)
Alternative 3.  Set a maximum bag limit of 60 Spanish mackerel per boat for charter boats.
Alternative 4.  Set a maximum bag limit of 60 Spanish mackerel per boat for private recreational boats.

Alternative 5.  Reduce the individual bag limit from 15 to 10 per person.
Alternative 6.  Change the unlimited opening from December 1 to November 1st or 15th.

Alternative 7.  Change the unlimited opening from December 1 to March 1.
Alternative 8.  Track Florida state regulations (3,500 pounds Monday through Friday and then 1,500 pounds on Saturday and Sunday).
2.19  ACTION 19:  Specify MSY, MSST, MFMT/OFL, ABC, OY, ACL (TAC), Allocations, and ACT levels for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia

2.19.3  Allowable Biological Catch (ABC) Control Rule and ABC for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia

Alternative 1.  No Action.  Do not establish an ABC Control Rule for Atlantic migratory group cobia.
IPT recommends changing Alternative 2 to read:
Alternative 2.  Adopt the SAFMC SSC recommended ABC control rule and establish ABC as xxxx pounds. 
Alternative 2.  Establish ABC based on the SSC’s Data Poor ABC control rule.

Alternative 3.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC equals OFL (857,714 pounds)

Alternative 4.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC equals a percentage of OFL.

Alternative 4a.  ABC=65%OFL. (557,514 pounds)

Alternative 4b (Preferred).  ABC=75%OFL (643,286 pounds)

Alternative 4c.  ABC=85%OFL (729,057 pounds)

Alternative 5.  Establish an ABC Control Rule where ABC is a percentage of OFL.  The percentage is based upon the level of risk of overfishing (P*).
Alternative 5a.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .20.

Alternative 5b.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .30.

Alternative 5c.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .40.

Alternative 5d.  ABC=X% of OFL.  The X% is based upon P* equals .50.
2.19.4  Optimum Yield (OY) for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia

The IPT recommends that OY be folded into the ACL action based on NOAA GC and NMFS RA guidance provided at the September 2010 South Atlantic Council meeting; a similar approach is being taken in the South Atlantic Council’s Comprehensive ACL Amendment.  This would move the OY alternatives shown below to Appendix F, Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Consideration.
Currently OY = the yield from fishing at a fishing mortality rate equal to 40%Spawning Potential Ratio; however, a value was not previously estimated.  
Alternative 1.
No action.  Currently OY = yield at F40%SPR with no poundage estimated.

Alternative 2.  OY = ACL.
Alterantive 3.  OY = ACT.

2.19.5  Allocations for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia
Alternative 1.  No action.  Currently there are no allocations for cobia.

Alternative 2.  Define allocations for Atlantic migratory group cobia based upon landings from the ALS, MRFSS, and headboat databases. The allocation would be based on landings from the years 2007-2009.  The allocation would be xx% commercial and y% recreational. Beginning in 2011, the commercial allocation would be xxxxxx lbs gutted weight and the recreational allocation wouldbe xxxxx fish (yyyyyyy lbs gutted weight). The commercial and recreational allocation specified for 2011 would remain in effect beyond 2011 until modified.
Alternative 3 (Preferred).  Define allocations for Atlantic migratory group cobia based upon landings from the ALS, MRFSS, and headboat databases. The allocation would be based on the following formula for each sector:

Sector apportionment = (50% * average of long catch range (lbs) 1986-2009??) + (50% * average of recent catch trend (lbs) 2007-2009??). The allocation would be xx% commercial and yy% recreational. Beginning in 2011, the commercial allocation would be xxxxxx lbs gutted weight and the recreational allocation would be yyyy fish (xxxxx lbs gutted weight). The commercial and recreational allocation specified for 2011 would remain in effect beyond 2011 until modified.

Alternative 4.  Define allocations for Atlantic migratory group cobia based upon landings from the ALS, MRFSS, and headboat databases. The allocation would be based on the following formula for each sector: 

Sector apportionment = (50% * average of long catch range (lbs) 1986(or 1999)-2008) + (50% * average of recent catch trend (lbs) 2006-2008). The allocation would be xx% commercial, yy% for-hire, and zz% private recreational. Beginning in 2011, the commercial allocation would be ________ lbs gutted weight, the for-hire allocation would be ________ fish (_____ lbs gutted weight), and the private recreational allocation would be ________ fish (_____ lbs gutted weight). The commercial, for-hire, and private recreational allocations specified for 2011 would remain in effect beyond 2011 until modified. 

2.19.6  Annual Catch Limit (ACL) for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia

The IPT recommends adding OY to the alternatives as shown below and adding two new sub-alternatives.  
The ACL is equivalent to TAC as used in the past.  
Alternative 1.
No action.  Currently there is no TAC or ACL for cobia.
Alternative 2.
ACL = OY = ABC = 643,286 thousand pounds based on the SSC recommendation.
Alternative 3.
ACL = X% of ABC = ???? thousand pounds.

Sub-Alterantive 3a.  ACL = 65%ABC = 418,136 pounds.

Sub-Alternative 3b.  ACL = 75%ABC = 482,465 pounds.

Sub-Alterantive 3c.  ACL = 85%ABC = 546,793 pounds.

Sub-Alterantive 3d.  ACL = 80%ABC = 514,629 pounds.

Sub-Alterantive 3e.  ACL = 90%ABC = 578,958 pounds.

2.19.7  Annual Catch Target (ACT) for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia
Action 2.19.7a  Commercial Sector ACT
Alternative 1.  Do not specify commercial sector ACTs for Atlantic migratory group cobia.  


Alternative 2.  The commercial sector ACT equals the commercial sector ACL.
Alternative 3.  The commercial sector ACT equals 90% of the commercial sector ACL.
Alternative 4.  The commercial sector ACT equals 80% of the commercial sector ACL.
Table 2.19.7.1.  The commercial sector ACT for each of the alternatives.  Values are in lbs whole weight.

Note: This table will be completed once the Council chooses the preferred ACL alternative.  

	Species
	Preferred Commercial ACL
	Commercial Sector ACT

	
	
	ACT Alt. 2; ACT=ACL
	ACT Alt. 3; ACT=90%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 4; 

ACT=80%(ACL)

	Atlantic migratory group cobia
	
	
	
	


Action 2.19.7b  Recreational Sector ACT
Alternative 1 (no action).  Do not specify recreational sector ACTs for Atlantic migratory group cobia.  
Alternative 2.  The recreational sector ACT equals 85% of the recreational sector ACL.
Alternative 3.  The recreational sector ACT equals 75% of the recreational sector ACL.
Alternative 4.  The recreational sector ACT equals sector ACL[(1-PSE) or 0.5, whichever is greater].
Table 2.19.7.2.  Proportional Standard Errors (PSEs) for Atlantic migratory group cobia from numbers estimates (A+B1) for all modes.  

Source:  Obtained from http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov on May 12, 2010.

	Species
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	3 year average (2007-09)
	5 year average

(2005-09)

	Atlantic migratory group cobia
	15.0
	20.2
	21.4
	14.7
	15.2
	18.9
	14.8
	16.3
	17.0


Table 2.19.7.3.  The recreational ACT for each of the alternatives.  Values are in lbs whole weight.

Note: This table will be completed once the Council chooses the preferred ACL alternative.  

	Species
	Preferred Recreational Sector ACL
	Recreational Sector ACT

	
	
	ACT Alt. 2; ACT=85%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 3; ACT=75%(ACL)
	ACT Alt. 4; ACT equals sector ACL[(1-PSE) or 0.5, whichever is greater]

	Atlantic migratory group cobia
	
	
	
	


2.20  ACTION 20.  Specify Accountability Measures (AMs) for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia

Note:  Accountability Measures (AMs) include in-season measures that are intended to limit each sector to their ACL/ACT and post-season measures to make adjustments if the ACL/ACT is exceeded. In-season measures are equivalent to management measures (regulations) that have been set in the past.
Alternative 1 (No Action).  There is no quota for cobia and there are no AMs in place for cobia.  
Alternative 2.  The commercial AM for this stock is to prohibit harvest, possession, and retention when the quota is met.  All purchase and sale is prohibited when the quota is met.   Do not implement ACLs or AMs for the recreational sector. 
Alternative 3.  The commercial AM for this stock is to prohibit harvest, possession, and retention when the quota is met.  All purchase and sale is prohibited when the quota is met.  Implement Accountability Measures (AMs) for the recreational sector for this stock.  If the ACL is exceeded, the Regional Administrator shall publish a notice to reduce the length of the following fishing year by the amount necessary to ensure landings do not exceed the sector ACL for the following fishing year.  Compare recreational ACL with recreational landings over a range of years.  For 2011, use only 2011 landings.  For 2012, use the average landings of 2011 and 2012.  For 2013 and beyond, use three-year running average. 
Alternative 4.  Commercial payback of any overage.

Sub-Alternative 4a.  Payback regardless of stock status.


Sub-Alternative 4b.  Payback only if overfished.

Alternative 5.  Recreational payback of any overage from one year to the next.

Sub-Alternative 4a.  Payback regardless of stock status.


Sub-Alternative 4b.  Payback only if overfished.

2.21  ACTION 21:  Management Measures for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia
The IPT recommends not including bag limit sales in this amendment.  See Action 15 for details.  In addition, trip limit alternatives should be deferred into the next amendment given the limited time available to compile and analyze these alternatives.  There are trip limit modifications that the Council wants evaluated for king mackerel and they both could be covered in the next mackerel amendment.
[Note:  More than one alternative may be selected as preferred.]

Alternative 1 (No Action).  Recreational and commercial fishermen are limited to two cobia per person.  This would retain the following regulations that apply to both recreational and commercial fishermen:  (a) 33” fork length minimum size limit, (b) 2 per person bag limit (Note:  Florida State regulations only allow 1 per person for recreational and 2 per person for commercial), (c) one day possession limit, (d) must be landed with heads and fins intact, and (d) charter/headboats require a permit for Coastal Migratory Pelagics.
Alternative 2.  Prohibit recreational bag limit sales.
Alternative 3.  Specify a commercial trip limit:

Sub-Alternative 3A.  Two cobia per person.

Sub-Alternative 3B.  One cobia per person.

Alternative 4.  Reduce the recreational bag limit from 2 to 1 cobia per person.
II. APPROVE FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS
OPTION 1.  DO NOT APPROVE MACKEREL AMENDMENT 18 FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS UNTIL AFTER ADDITIONAL MEASURES ARE ANALYZED AND ADDED.

OPTION 2.  APPROVE MACKEREL AMENDMENT 18 FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS
OPTION 3.  OTHERS??

III. GUIDANCE ON PUBLIC HEARING LOCATIONS & DATES

OPTION 1.  DO NOT APPROVE MACKEREL AMENDMENT 18 PUBLIC HEARING LOCATIONS UNTIL AFTER ADDITIONAL MEASURES ARE ANALYZED AND ADDED.

OPTION 2.  APPROVE MACKEREL AMENDMENT 18 PUBLIC HEARING LOCATIONS AND DATES WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY WILL BE COORIDNATED WITH THE GULF COUNCIL


Public hearings would be held from 5-7 pm?

	GM

Dates

(April 2011)

DRAFT
	CMP Am 18

Gulf Approved
	SA Dates

(April 2011)

DRAFT
	CMP Am 18

SAFMC Planned
	Spiny Lobster 

Am 10

Gulf Approved
	Spiny Lobster 

Am 10

SAFMC Planned

	4/20
	Key West, FL
	4/20
	Key West, FL
	
	Key West, FL

	4/19
	Marathon, FL
	4/19
	Marathon, FL
	Marathon, FL
	Marathon, FL

	?
	Maderia Beach, FL
	4/18
	Cape Canaveral, FL
	
	Cape Canaveral, FL

	?
	Panama City, FL
	4/14
	Jacksonville, FL
	
	Jacksonville, FL

	?
	Orange Beach, AL
	4/13
	Savannah/Pooler, GA
	
	Savannah/Pooler, GA

	?
	Biloxi, MS
	4/12
	Charleston, SC
	
	Charleston, SC

	?
	Grand Isla, LA
	4/11
	New Bern, NC
	
	New Bern, NC

	?
	South Houston, TX
	
	
	
	

	?
	Port Aranasas, TX
	
	
	
	


OPTION 3.  OTHERS??

IV. GUIDANCE ON ADVISORY PANEL MEETING

OPTION 1.  DO NOT HOLD ANOTHER MACKEREL ADVISORY PANEL MEETING PRIOR TO FINALIZING AMENDMENT 18.

OPTION 2.  APPROVE SCHEDULING A MACKEREL ADVISORY PANEL MEETING ON DURING MAY IN CHARLESTON PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC HEARINGS.
OPTION 3.  OTHERS??

V. TIMING & TASK

DIRECT STAFF TO: 

1. MAKE THE NECESSARY REVISIONS TO MACKEREL AMENDMENT 18/EA AND PROVIDE THE REVISED DOCUMENT TO THE GULF COUNCIL FOR USE AT THEIR FEBRUARY 7-10, 2011 MEETING.

2. MAKE THE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COORDINATE WITH THE GULF COUNCIL.

3. MAKE THE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MACKEREL ADVISORY PANEL MEETING.

4. COORDINATE WITH THE GULF COUNCIL TO SCHEDULE THE JOINT MACKEREL COMMITTEE MEETING DURING THE GULF COUNCIL’S JUNE 6-9, 2011 MEETING IN KEY WEST.

5. TARGET FINAL APPROVAL OF MACKEREL AMENDMENT 18/EA FOR THE SAFMC’S JUNE 13-17, 2011 MEETING IN KEY WEST.
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		Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel

		Year		ABC		Recreational (62.9%)		Commercial (37.1%)

		2011		10.95		6.89		4.06

		2012		10.36		6.52		3.84

		2013		10.06		6.33		3.73

		Average		10.46		6.58		3.88
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		Atlantic Migratory Group King Mackerel

		Year		ABC		Recreational (62.9%)		Commercial (37.1%)
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		Atlantic Migratory Group Spanish Mackerel

		Year		ABC		Recreational (45%)		Commercial (55%)

		2011		4.91		2.21		2.70











Sheet2

												Annual Harvest Levels

		Fishing Year		ABC Range1 (lbs)		TAC (lbs)		Recreational Allocation/Quota2 (lbs. /numbers)		Commercial Allocation		Com		Rec		Total3

		1986/87		6.9-15.4		9.68				3.59 (PS=0.40)		2.84		5.98		8.82

		1987/88		6.9-15.4		9.68		6.09		3.59 (PS=0.40)		3.453		3.905		7.357

		1988/89		5.5-10.7		7		4.4		2.6 (PS=0.40)		3.091		4.881		7.972

		1989/90		6.9-15.4		9		5.66/666,000		3.34		2.635		3.4		6.036

		1990/91		6.5-15.7		8.3		5.22/601,000		3.08		2.676		3.718		6.394

		1991/92		9.6-15.5		10.5		6.60/735,000		3.9		2.516		5.822		8.338

		1992/93		8.6-12.0		10.5		6.60/834,000		3.9		2.227		6.251		8.477

		1993/94		9.9-14.6		10.5		6.60/854,000		3.9		2.018		4.438		6.456

		1994/95		7.6-10.3		10		6.29/709,000		3.71		2.197		3.728		5.925

		1995/96		7.3-15.5		7.3		4.60/454,000		2.7		1.87		4.153		6.023

		1996/97		4.1-6.8		6.8		4.28/438,525		2.52		2.702		3.99		6.692

		1997/98		4.1-6.8		6.8		4.28/438,525		2.52		2.684		5.158		7.843

		1998/99		8.4-11.9		8.4		5.28/504,780		3.12		2.549		4.268		6.816

		1999/00		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		2.238		3.424		5.662

		2000/01		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		2.073		5.338		7.411

		2001/02		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		2.017		4.037		6.054

		2002/03		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		1.712		4.2664		5.978

		2003/04		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		1.958		4.075		6.033

		2004/05		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		2.549		3.313		5.862

		2005/06		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		2.15		3.961		6.111

		2006/07		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		3.731		3.775		7.506

		2007/08		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		3.615		6.845		10.460

		2008/09		8.9-13.3		10		6.30/601,338		3.7		4.211		3.905		8.116



		1The range has been defined in terms of acceptable risk of achieving the FMP's fishing mortality rate target: the Panel's best

				estimate of ABC has been intermediate to the end-point of this range

		2Recreational quota in numbers is the allocation divided by an estimate of annual average weight.

		3Sums within rows may not appear to equal the total value shown due to rounding of numbers before printing.

		42002-03 recreational landings, in pounds, were estimated from the average of 1999-2001 landings.

		Source:  Data from 1986/87 - 2005/06 from Table 2.5.4 in SEDAR 16.  Data for 2007/08 & 2008/09 from

		  SEFSC Updated Projections (3/15/10).  Data for 2006/07 from Table 1, SEDAR 16 SAR Section 1.

		Note:  The updated landings for 2006/08 - 2008/09 include the 50% split of the catch in the mixing

		  area -- Monroe-Volusia, FL counties from Nov 1 to March 31.
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