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SUMMARY REPORT  

FROM THE MACKEREL COMMITTEE MEETING 

 Charleston, SC 

September 13, 2010 

 

 

The Mackerel Committee met on September 13, 2010 in Charleston, SC.  The committee 

received presentations by: 

 

1. Gregg Waugh, Council Staff, reviewed actions from the Joint GMFMC/SAFMC 

June 2010 meeting, the Gulf Council June 2010 meeting, and the South Atlantic 

Council June 2010 meeting.  The Team has recommended that the South Atlantic 

Council move all management measures to a future amendment and focus on 

ACLs and AMs in Mackerel Amendment 18.  All management measures are now 

included in Appendix B. The South Atlantic Council should review all 

management measures and determine which should be addressed in Amendment 

18 and which ones could be addressed in a future amendment. 

 

The Committee reviewed the Options Paper for Amendment 18 and focused on Appendix 

B.  The Committee discussed the current workload and timing and decided to only 

include the management measures that were necessary to limit catches to the anticipated 

ACLs for Atlantic Migratory Group king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, and cobia.  Ben 

Hartig asked about the timing for a future amendment or using the framework process to 

address some of the other items that have been under consideration for many years.  The 

Committee provided guidance as shown below. 

 

The committee approved the following motions: 

MOTION #1:  ADD PROHIBITION OF BAG LIMIT SALES OF ATLANTIC 

MIGRATORY GROUP KING & SPANISH MACKEREL AND COBIA TO 

AMENDMENT 18; ALSO ADD COBIA BAG LIMITS 

APPROVED BY SAFMC COMMITTEE 

 

MOTION #2:  ADD ACTIONS TO ADJUST SPANISH MACKEREL BAG LIMITS 

AND COMMERCIAL TRIP LIMITS 

APPROVED BY SAFMC COMMITTEE 

 

In addition, the committee provided the following guidance and/or made the 

following requests: 

1. Directed staff to review the current mackerel framework and determine what 

actions can be taken.  The current framework is shown on the page 2 along 

with proposed modifications being considered in Amendment 18. 
2. Directed staff to determine the Gulf Council’s timing for working on the next 

mackerel amendment. 
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