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Background

• Previous concern expressed about possibility of King 
mackerel tournament landings being counted towards both 
recreational and commercial landings (and thus ACLs)

• Tournament landings can end up on a dealer report if the fish are 
collected by  a dealer (and normally donated to charity or earnings 
from sale donated to charity)

• Removals should be considered to be recreational – landings are 
accounted for in MRIP, as tournament trips are not excluded from 
MRIP effort survey
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State information (provided by the state fishery mgmt agencies)

• NC – tournament landings may be reported to ACCSP on a trip ticket 
– working on way to identify so they can be separated (using 
ACCSP Catch-Source variable)

• SC – tournament landings do not get reported on trip tickets

• GA – small amount of tournament landings reported on trip tickets

• FL – tournament landings may be reported to ACCSP on a trip ticket 
but can be identified and removed for ACL calculations (SEFSC does 
this)
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Percentage of S. Atlantic King mackerel tournament landings-commercial
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YEAR Tournament Percentage Tourn % (exclude FL)
1999 0.69% 0.69%
2000 1.88% 1.88%
2001 1.43% 1.43%
2002 1.71% 1.71%
2003 1.27% 1.27%
2004 1.27% 1.27%
2005 1.26% 1.26%
2006 0.78% 0.78%
2007 1.08% 1.08%
2008 0.65% 0.65%
2009 0.48% 0.48%
2010 0.43% 0.43%
2011 0.24% 0.24%
2012 0.85% 0.85%
2013 1.05% 1.05%
2014 1.07% 1.07%
2015 1.41% 1.41%
2016 1.13% 1.13%
2017 1.17% 1.17%
2018 1.52% 1.52%
2019 1.44% 1.44%
2020 2.43% 1.65%
2021 2.67% 2.12%
2022 2.83% 2.00%

Notes:

• Percentages represent the 
share of tournament King 
mackerel landings relative to 
total commercial King mackerel 
landings, in weight.

• In all cases the percentage is 
well below 3%

• Florida tournament landings are 
excluded in ACL calcs, so the 
right column is most appropriate



Percentage of S. Atlantic King mackerel tournament landings-recreational
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Notes:

• Percentages represent the 
share of tournament King 
mackerel landings relative to 
total recreational King 
mackerel landings, in weight.

• In all cases the percentage is 
well below 3% (amount 
assumed for assessments)

• Florida tournament landings are 
excluded in ACL calcs, so the 
right column is most appropriate

YEAR Tournament Percentage Tourn % (exclude FL)
1999 0.29% 0.29%
2000 0.62% 0.62%
2001 0.60% 0.60%
2002 0.55% 0.55%
2003 0.38% 0.38%
2004 0.49% 0.49%
2005 0.79% 0.79%
2006 0.33% 0.33%
2007 0.36% 0.36%
2008 0.41% 0.41%
2009 0.28% 0.28%
2010 0.38% 0.38%
2011 0.21% 0.21%
2012 0.73% 0.73%
2013 0.72% 0.72%
2014 0.78% 0.78%
2015 0.92% 0.92%
2016 0.70% 0.70%
2017 0.60% 0.60%
2018 0.75% 0.75%
2019 0.65% 0.65%
2020 1.24% 0.84%
2021 1.63% 1.30%
2022 1.26% 0.89%



Concluding thoughts

• Tournament landings should be considered to be recreational

• Overall tournament landings are a very small percentage of the total King 
mackerel removals

• However, a small amount of king mackerel landings (less than 2%) in NC 
and GA may have been attributed to both commercial and recreational

• ACCSP is working with NOAA and the states to provide mechanism to 
report tournament landings on dealer reports (Catch_Source variable)

• Once implemented, we will be able to exclude all tournament landings 
from ACL calculations
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