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South Atlantic Snapshot

125 Opened Incidents
16 Cases referred to General 
Counsel/US DOJ
39 Summary Settlements 
($275-$2000)
Retention during closure
Sanctuary

44% No Violations or 
Compliance Assistance
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ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS
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Enforcement Partnerships & Referrals

• SAFMC Enforcement Partners

• 26 Overall Enforcement Referrals (QTR 1)
Encompasses entire SED
Within SAFMC:
FWC, GADNR, USCG
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Enforcement Partnerships & Referrals



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 6

TARGETED OPERATIONS
WHALE WATCH
Northern Right Whale Seasonal Management Areas
Myrtle Beach-Jacksonville
Shrimp/Charleston-Edisto MPA boardings
Pot Gear Inspections
Notice to Mariners Compliance

SPA WATCHER
Sanctuary Focus (FKNMS)
Charter Requirements
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CURRENT SPOTLIGHT
SEFHIER and Headboats
• Compliance Assistance
• Fines
• Time Intensive and information 

sharing needed

Charter EnforcementRight Whales
• Outreach
• Patrol/Ops
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$20,000 REWARD-DEAD SAWFISH IN KEYS

Unlawful to possess, 
sell, carry, or 
transport sawfish or 
parts of sawfish

Illegal to catch, harm, 
harass, or kill an 
endangered sawfish
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Report A Violation

NOAA’s Law Enforcement Hotline,
available 24/7 at 
(800) 853-1964

• Location, time, and date of the activity.
• Description of the activity.
• Name(s) of the vessel, owner/operator, captain, crew, 
or additional witnesses.



QUESTIONS
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