Descending Device Outreach Coordination Team

SAFMC OCAP Meeting

=
; October 4, 2023

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission



Team Introduction

= Created Spring 2022
» Coordinates messaging and streamlines efforts across Southeast U.S.
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Fostering Collaboration and Accomplishments

* |ncreasing communication between agencies
»= Sharing of resources:

= Media and publications

= Social content

= Research
= |[CAST - Donuts & Descending Devices

Photo courtesy of Return 'Em Right



ICAST - Donuts & Descending Devices

THURSDAEJULY 13| 9AM>- 1AM
CUNS'ERVATI(IH CORNER

LEARN WHY INCREASING SURVIVAL OF RELEASED
REEF FISH HELPS PROTECT FISHING
GPPURIUNITIES!
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ICAST — Donuts & Descending Devices
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Reel Explora Dora learns about descending devices from FWC staff (left). Video screenshot courtesy of Forest to Sea Adventures (right)



Continued Collaboration

= Bimonthly meetings of core members

= Sharing resources

» Discuss strategies

ICAST 2024 — Donuts & Descending Devices
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Any Questions?

T

A )

Nicole Nichols
Nicole.Nichols@MyFWC.com
(A} 850-408-9430
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